
How the pagan Sunday festival replaced the 7th-day Sabbath feast 
 

“Royal edicts, human councils, and church ordinances sustained by secular power, were the steps by which the pagan festival attained its position 
of honor in the Christian world. The first public measure enforcing Sunday observance was the law enacted [A. D. 321] by Constantine, two years 
before his profession of Christianity. This edict required towns-people to rest on the venerable day of the sun, but permitted countrymen to 
continue their agricultural pursuits. Though originally a heathen statute, it was enforced by the emperor after his nominal acceptance of the 
Christian religion.” {4SP 391.1; see also pages 55, 56, 64 & 180} 
 

“As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church, papist writers cite, “the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants 
allow of … because by keeping Sunday strictly they acknowledge the church’s power to ordain feasts, and to 
command them under sin.” [“Abridgment of Christian Doctrine.”] What then is the change of the Sabbath, but the 
sign or mark of the authority of the Romish Church— “the mark of the beast”? {GC88 448.2} 
 

“The arch deceiver had not completed his work. He was resolved to gather the Christian world under his banner and to 
exercise his power through his vicegerent, the proud pontiff who claimed to be the representative of 
Christ. Through half-converted pagans, ambitious prelates, and world-loving churchmen he accomplished his purpose. Vast councils were held from time to 
time, in which the dignitaries of the church were convened from all the world. In nearly every council the Sabbath which God had instituted 
was pressed down a little lower, while the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pagan festival came finally to be honored as a divine 
institution, while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a relic of Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed.” {GC 53.2} 
 
 God’s TRUE FEASTS (“Festivals”/ Statutes)       Antichrist COUNTERFEIT FEASTS (“Festivals”/ Statutes)  
• Sabbath (7th day) (Lev. 23:1-3; Ex 20:8-11)         Sunday 
• Passover/ Unleavened Bread  (Lev. 23:5-6)            Easter (Whitsunday)/ Good Friday 
• Pentecost (Lev. 23:16)                          All Saints Day (Halloween) 
• Trumpets (Lev. 23:24)           Lent/ New Year's Day 
• Atonement (Lev. 23:27)                          Valentine's Day 
• Tabernacles (begins on 15th  day and ends on        Christmas  (begins on Dec 25th and ends 8th day; Jan 1st!) 
    8th day; the 22nd)  (Lev. 23:34)                                   
(Last day is called, Great Day)                                    (Last Day is called Feast of Circumcision!) 

Catholic Church Speaks: “Practically everything Protestants regard as essential or important they have received from the Catholic Church… 
The Protestant mind does not seem to realize that in accepting the Bible and observing the Sunday, in keeping Christmas and Easter, they 
are accepting the authority of the spokesman for the church, the Pope.” -Our Sunday Visitor Feb 5, 1950 
 
 
 

How the pagan Sunday festival replaced the 7th-day Sabbath feast 
 

“Royal edicts, human councils, and church ordinances sustained by secular power, were the steps by which the pagan festival attained its position 
of honor in the Christian world. The first public measure enforcing Sunday observance was the law enacted [A. D. 321] by Constantine, two years 
before his profession of Christianity. This edict required towns-people to rest on the venerable day of the sun, but permitted countrymen to 
continue their agricultural pursuits. Though originally a heathen statute, it was enforced by the emperor after his nominal acceptance of the 
Christian religion.” {4SP 391.1; see also pages 55, 56, 64 & 180} 
 

“As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church, papist writers cite, “the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants 
allow of … because by keeping Sunday strictly they acknowledge the church’s power to ordain feasts, and to 
command them under sin.” [“Abridgment of Christian Doctrine.”] What then is the change of the Sabbath, but the 
sign or mark of the authority of the Romish Church— “the mark of the beast”? {GC88 448.2} 
 

“The arch deceiver had not completed his work. He was resolved to gather the Christian world under his banner and to 
exercise his power through his vicegerent, the proud pontiff who claimed to be the representative of 
Christ. Through half-converted pagans, ambitious prelates, and world-loving churchmen he accomplished his purpose. Vast councils were held from time to 
time, in which the dignitaries of the church were convened from all the world. In nearly every council the Sabbath which God had instituted 
was pressed down a little lower, while the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pagan festival came finally to be honored as a divine 
institution, while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a relic of Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed.” {GC 53.2} 
 
God’s TRUE FEASTS (“Festivals”/ Statutes)           Antichrist COUNTERFEIT FEASTS (“Festivals”/ Statutes)  
• Sabbath (7th day) (Lev. 23:1-3; Ex 20:8-11)         Sunday 
• Passover/ Unleavened Bread  (Lev. 23:5-6)            Easter (Whitsunday)/ Good Friday 
• Pentecost (Lev. 23:16)                          All Saints Day (Halloween) 
• Trumpets (Lev. 23:24)           Lent/ New Year's Day 
• Atonement (Lev. 23:27)                          Valentine's Day 
• Tabernacles (begins on 15th  day and ends on        Christmas  (begins on Dec 25th and ends 8th day; Jan 1st!) 
    8th day; the 22nd)  (Lev. 23:34)                                   
(Last day is called, Great Day)                                    (Last Day is called Feast of Circumcision!) 
 

Catholic Church Speaks: “Practically everything Protestants regard as essential or important they have received from the Catholic Church… 
The Protestant mind does not seem to realize that in accepting the Bible and observing the Sunday, in keeping Christmas and Easter, they 
are accepting the authority of the spokesman for the church, the Pope.” -Our Sunday Visitor Feb 5, 1950 

“And he shall speak 
great words against the 
most High, and shall 
wear out the saints of the 
most High, and think to 
change times and laws: 
and they shall be given 
into his hand until a time 
and times and the 
dividing of time.” ~Dan 
7:25 
 

"But in vain they do worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men." 
~Matt 15:9 (See Col 2:8, 20-22) 
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Penalty for breaking or changing God’s law and/or Sabbath 

 

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the 
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." ~Matthew 5:17-19 (See Isaiah 56:1, 2, 6-8) 
 

"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but 
an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. … 
Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law." ~1 John 2:3-7; 3:4  
 

"But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.” ~James 2:9-11 (See Romans 2:11; Acts 17:10-13) 
 

"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city." ~Revelation 22:14 (See Rev 12:17; 14:12) 
 

“The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word.  The 
earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of 
the earth do languish.  The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they 
have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting 
covenant.  Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are 
desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.” ~Isaiah 24:3-6 
 

“If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, 
THE LORD THY GOD; Then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long 
continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance.” ~Deuteronomy 28:58-59 
 

"And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues." ~Revelation 18:4 (See Isaiah 58:1, 2) 
 

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 
to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children." ~Hosea 4:6  
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"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people,  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glory to him; for the hour of his 
judgment is come: and worship him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters." ~Revelation 14:6, 7 
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