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The Bible our guide; not to perplex and mislead 

 

     The Bible was designed to be a guide to all who wish to become acquainted with the will of their 

Maker. God gave to men the sure word of prophecy; angels and even Christ himself came to make 

known to Daniel and John the things that must shortly come to pass. Those important matters that 

concern our salvation were not left involved in mystery. They were not revealed in such a way as to 

perplex and mislead the honest seeker after truth. Said the Lord by the prophet Habakkuk, "Write the 

vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it." [Habakkuk 2:2, 3.] The word of 

God is plain to all who study it with a prayerful heart. Every truly honest soul will come to the light of 

truth. "Light is sown for the righteous." [Psalm 97:11.] No church can advance in holiness unless its 

members are earnestly seeking for truth as for hid treasure.  {4SP 344.2} Snares of Satan Chapter 

 

Errors can be discovered by searching/ tracing the prophetic periods 

      Our calculation of the prophetic time was so simple and plain that even children could understand it. 

From the date of the decree of the king of Persia, found in Ezra 7, which was given in 457 before Christ, 

the 2300 years of Daniel 8:14 were supposed to terminate with 1843. Accordingly we looked to the end 

of this year for the coming of the Lord. We were sadly disappointed when the year entirely passed away, 

and the Saviour had not come. {CET 49.2}   

     It was not at first perceived that if the decree did not go forth at the beginning of the year 457 B. C., 

the 2300 years would not be completed at the close of 1843. But it was ascertained that the decree was 

given near the close of the year 457 B. C., and therefore the prophetic period must reach to the fall of 

the year 1844. Therefore the vision of time did not tarry, though it had seemed to do so. We learned to 

rest upon the language of the prophet: "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall 

speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry." Habakkuk 

2:3. {CET 50.1}    

     God tested and proved His people by the passing of the time in 1843. The mistake made in reckoning 

the prophetic periods was not at once discovered, even by learned men who opposed the views of those 

who were looking for Christ's coming. Scholars declared that Mr. Miller was right in his calculation of the 

time, though they disputed him in regard to the event that would crown that period. But they, and the 

waiting people of God, were in a common error on the question of time. {CET 50.2}    

     Those who had been disappointed were not long left in darkness; for in searching the prophetic 

periods with earnest prayer the error was discovered, and the tracing of the prophetic pencil down 

through the tarrying time. In the joyful expectation of the coming of Christ, the apparent tarrying of the 

vision had not been taken into account, and was a sad and unlooked-for surprise. Yet this very trial was 

necessary to develop and strengthen the sincere believers in the truth. {CET 50.3}   

 

Prophetic Chart 

   Their faith was greatly strengthened by the direct and forcible application of those scriptures which set 

forth a tarrying time. As early as 1842, the Spirit of God had moved upon Charles Fitch to devise the 

prophetic chart, which was generally regarded by Adventists as a fulfillment of the command given by 

the prophet Habakkuk, "to write the vision and make it plain upon tables." No one, however, then saw 

the tarrying time, which was brought to view in the same prophecy. After the disappointment, the full  
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meaning of this scripture became apparent. Thus speaks the prophet: "Write the vision, and make it 

plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at 

the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not 

tarry." [Habakkuk 2:2, 3.]  {4SP 241.2} The Tarrying Time Chapter 

 

     Among these prophecies was that of Habakkuk 2:1-4: "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon 

the tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am 

reproved. And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that 

he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 

and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul 

which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith."  {GC 392.1}   

     As early as 1842 the direction given in this prophecy to "write the vision, and make it plain upon 

tables, that he may run that readeth it," had suggested to Charles Fitch the preparation of a prophetic 

chart to illustrate the visions of Daniel and the Revelation. The publication of this chart was regarded as 

a fulfillment of the command given by Habakkuk. No one, however, then noticed that an apparent delay 

in the accomplishment of the vision--a tarrying time--is presented in the same prophecy. After the 

disappointment, this scripture appeared very significant: "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at 

the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not 

tarry. . . . The just shall live by his faith."  {GC 392.2} Prophecies Fulfilled Chapter 

 

Not Speak Our Own Words 

 

Text: " I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say 

unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved." Habakkuk 2:1.  {RH, February 22, 1887 par. 1}   

     We are living in an important period of this world's history, and we need now to have a constant 

connection with God. The watchmen upon the walls of Zion need to be vigilant and faithful. Those who 

claim to be giving the words of the Lord to the people, should reach the highest standard of spiritual 

elevation; then they will not give to the people their own words. Christ says to us, "Learn of me; for I am 

meek and lowly in heart." Learners in the school of Christ will watch and pray. They will have faith that 

God will imbue them with his Holy Spirit, that they shall not speak their own words to the people, but 

the words the Lord shall give them. The men who are laboring to win souls to Christ will have an intense 

interest to be successful in this work.  {RH, February 22, 1 

887 par. 2}  

     We do not want to lose sight of the peculiar sacredness of this mission of ministering in word and in 
doctrine to the people. It is the work of the minister to speak the words of truth to the people, solemn, 
sacred truth. Some form the habit of relating anecdotes in their discourses, which have a tendency to 
amuse and 
remove from the 
mind of the hearer the sacredness of the word which they are handling. Such should consider that they 
are not giving to the people the word of the Lord. Too many illustrations do not have a correct influence; 
they belittle the sacred dignity that should ever be maintained in the presentation of the word of God to 
the people.  {RH, February 22, 1887 par. 3}    

 

 

 

 

Anecdote- a short amusing or interesting story about a real incident or person. 
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Faith that sustained Josiah & Habakkuk is same for us today 

 

     Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. Habakkuk 

2:4.  {CC 242.1}   

At the time Josiah began to rule, and for many years before, the truehearted in Judah were questioning 

whether God's promises to ancient Israel could ever be fulfilled. . . .  {CC 242.2}   

     These anxious questionings were voiced by the prophet Habakkuk. Viewing the situation of the 

faithful in his day, he expressed the burden of his heart in the inquiry: "O Lord, how long shall I cry, and 

thou wilt not hear!" . . . And then, his faith reaching out beyond the forbidding prospect of the 

immediate future, and laying fast hold on the precious promises that reveal God's love for His trusting 

children, the prophet added, "We shall not die." With this declaration of faith he rested his case, and 

that of every believing Israelite, in the hands of a compassionate God. . . .  {CC 242.3}   

     The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in those days of deep trial was 

the same faith that sustains God's people today. In the darkest hours, under circumstances the most 

forbidding, the Christian believer may keep his soul stayed upon the source of all light and power. Day 

by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage may be renewed. "The just shall live by his faith." . . .  

{CC 242.4}   

     We must cherish and cultivate the faith of which prophets and apostles have testified--the faith that 

lays hold on the promises of God and waits for deliverance in His appointed time and way. The sure 

word of prophecy will meet its final fulfillment in the glorious advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, as King of kings and Lord of lords. . . . With the prophet who endeavored to encourage Judah in a 

time of unparalleled apostasy, let us confidently declare, "The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth 

keep silence before him." Let us ever hold in remembrance the cheering message, "The vision is yet for 

an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will 

surely come."  {CC 242.5}   

 

My Lord Delayeth His Coming 

 

There are those who say, not only in their hearts but in all their works, "My Lord delayeth His coming." 

They show the effect of error upon them by smiting their fellow servants and eating and drinking with 

the drunken. As in the days of Noah, those who have had great light will show their inconsistency. 

Because Christ's coming has been long foretold they conclude that there is a mistake in regard to this 

doctrine.  {21MR 347.1}   

     But the Lord says, "If the vision tarry, wait for it; for it will surely come. It will not tarry past the 

time that the message is borne to all nations, tongues, and peoples" [See Habakkuk 2:3]. Shall we who 

claim to be students of prophecy forget that God's forbearance to the wicked is a part of His vast and 

merciful plan, by which He is seeking to compass the salvation of souls? Shall we be found among the 

number who cease to cooperate with the Lord, and who are found saying, "My Lord delayeth His 

coming"?  {21MR 347.2}   

     The divine antidote for the sin of the whole world is contained in the gospel of St. John. There is 

found a recipe for all the maladies of the soul. "Whoso eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood," Christ 

declares, "hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." He may die, as Christ died, but the life 

of the Saviour is in him; his life is hid with Christ in God. "I am come that they might have life," Jesus 

said, "and that they might have it more abundantly." Again He said, "Whosoever drinketh of the water 

that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water, 

springing up into everlasting life" [John 4:14]. "This spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on 
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Him should receive" [John 7:39]. Christ carries on the great process by which believers become one with 

Him in this present life and are one with Him in life eternal.  {21MR 347.3}   

 

 

How to be a help to others 

 

Keep the soul right. Let this be the language of the soul: I believe in God, in His providence, in the Bible, 

and in truth and clearness of purpose. I cannot, I will not, swerve one jot from my duty and the claims 

that the Lord has upon me. I cannot, I dare not, sacrifice in the least degree my vital interest in holy 

things in order to gain relief from the pressure of temporal embarrassment. I will wait any time; walk 

humbly with God; walk in meekness, in humility, in simplicity of soul till the Lord gives me success and 

victory in His own time and way. My motto must be, God is my strength, my wisdom, my all. "Without 

me," says Christ, "ye can do nothing."  

Then do not try to meet the world's standard; you want the treasures of heaven. You want the crown of 

life that fadeth not away. If the Lord prepares the way before you, then you may walk in safe paths, and 

you will have the peace of Christ. Satan will have no power over a soul who is emptied of self and 

imbued with the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  {12MR 107.3}   

     Jesus will help you in His own way, not in your way. Under the power of unbelief you may obtain 

relief in your way and blot your own character. Pray let your heart be drawn out in earnest prayer for 

the Lord to help you in and under every pressure of circumstances. Do all you can, putting your trust in 

God. He will help you both. But you can, and should, be a much greater help to Dr. Dowse than you have 

been. How? "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch (with prayer) to 

see what He will say unto me" [see Habakkuk 2:1].  {12MR 108.1}   

 

Progress of reform depends upon a clear definition and recognition of fundamental truth 

 

The progress of reform depends upon a clear definition and recognition of fundamental truth. The 

principles of God's law must be kept before the people as everlasting and inexorable as the character of 

God himself.--Health Reformer.  {PH048 5.3}   

     Habakkuk 2:2: And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, 

that he may run that readeth it.  {PH048 5.4}   

     The Bible teaches men to act from principle; and whenever we successfully resist evil influence, we 

are strengthening that principle which has been assailed. The mere possession of talent is no guarantee 

of usefulness or happiness in life. Right principles are the only basis of true success.--Review and Herald, 

No. 39, 1883.  {PH048 5.5}   

 

Cultivate the faith of which prophets and apostles have testified & remember cheering message 

 

     We must cherish and cultivate the faith of which prophets and apostles have testified,--the faith that 

lays hold on the promises of God, and waits for deliverance in his appointed time and way. The sure 

word of prophecy will meet its final fulfillment in the glorious advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, as King of kings and Lord of lords. The time of waiting may seem long; the soul may be oppressed 

by discouraging circumstances; many in whom confidence has been placed may fall by the way: but with 

the prophet who endeavored to encourage Judah in a time of unparalleled apostasy, let us confidently 

declare, "The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him." Habakkuk 2:20. Let us 

ever hold in remembrance the cheering message, "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the 
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end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. . 

. . The just shall live by his faith." Habakkuk 2:3, 4.  {RH, July 15, 1915 par. 3}   

 

 

Faith that sustained Habakkuk is same faith for us today 

 

     The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in times of deep trial shortly 

before the Babylonian captivity, was the same faith that sustains God's people today. In the darkest 

hours, under circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian may stay his soul in harmony with the 

source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage may be renewed. 

"The just shall live by his faith." Habakkuk 2:4. In the service of God there need be no despondency, no 

wavering, no fear. The Lord will more than fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their trust in 

him. He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities demand.  {RH, July 15, 1915 par. 1}   

     Of the abundant provision made for every tempted soul, the apostle Paul bears eloquent testimony. 

To him was given the divine assurance, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 

in weakness." In gratitude and confidence the tried servant of God responded: "Most gladly therefore 

will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure 

in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am 

weak, then am I strong." 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10.  {RH, July 15, 1915 par. 2}   

     We must cherish and cultivate the faith of which prophets and apostles have testified,--the faith that 

lays hold on the promises of God, and waits for deliverance in his appointed time and way. The sure 

word of prophecy will meet its final fulfillment in the glorious advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, as King of kings and Lord of lords. The time of waiting may seem long; the soul may be oppressed 

by discouraging circumstances; many in whom confidence has been placed may fall by the way: but with 

the prophet who endeavored to encourage Judah in a time of unparalleled apostasy, let us confidently 

declare, "The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him." Habakkuk 2:20. Let us 

ever hold in remembrance the cheering message, "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the 

end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. . 

. . The just shall live by his faith." Habakkuk 2:3, 4.  {RH, July 15, 1915 par. 3}  

 

Habakkuk concerning the future 

 

   This was not Habakkuk's only experience in the exercise of strong faith. On one occasion, when 

meditating concerning the future, he said, "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, 

and will watch to see what he will say unto me." Graciously the Lord answered him: "Write the vision, 

and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed 

time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, 

it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his 

faith." Habakkuk 2:1-4. {RH, July 8, 1915 par. 12}   

                            (To be concluded)  

     The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in times of deep trial shortly 

before the Babylonian captivity, was the same faith that sustains God's people today. In the darkest 

hours, under circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian may stay his soul in harmony with the 

source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage may be renewed. 

"The just shall live by his faith." Habakkuk 2:4. In the service of God there need be no despondency, no 
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wavering, no fear. The Lord will more than fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their trust in 

him. He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities demand.  {RH, July 15, 1915 par. 1}   

 

Abraham rested upon the promises of Habakkuk 

 

     But the word of God had not failed; neither did it meet its final accomplishment in the occupation of 

Canaan by the Jewish people. "To Abraham and his seed were the promises made." Galatians 3:16. 

Abraham himself was to share the inheritance. The fulfillment of God's promise may seem to be long 

delayed--for "one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day" (2 Peter 

3:8); it may appear to tarry; but at the appointed time "it will surely come, it will not tarry." Habakkuk 

2:3. The gift to Abraham and his seed included not merely the land of Canaan, but the whole earth. So 

says the apostle, "The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 

seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith." Romans 4:13. And the Bible plainly 

teaches that the promises made to Abraham are to be fulfilled through Christ. All that are Christ's are 

"Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise"--heirs to "an inheritance incorruptible, and 

undefiled, and that fadeth not away"--the earth freed from the curse of sin. Galatians 3:29; 1 Peter 1:4. 

For "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 

given to the people of the saints of the Most High;" and "the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall 

delight themselves in the abundance of peace." Daniel 7:27; Psalm 37:11.  {PP 169.4} Destruction of 

Sodom Chapter 

 

A Promise 

 

     In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those who are loyal to God will see every 

earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthly powers, they will 

be forbidden to buy or sell. It will finally be decreed that they shall be put to death. See Revelation 

13:11-17. But to the obedient is given the promise, "He shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall be 

the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." Isaiah 33:16. By this promise 

the children of God will live. When the earth shall be wasted with famine, they shall be fed. "They shall 

not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied." Psalm 37:19. To that 

time of distress the prophet Habakkuk looked forward, and his words express the faith of the church: 

"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive shall 

fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no 

herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." Habakkuk 3:17, 18.  

{DA 121.3}  

     Of all the lessons to be learned from our Lord's first great temptation none is more important than 

that bearing upon the control of the appetites and passions. In all ages, temptations appealing to the 

physical nature have been most effectual in corrupting and degrading mankind. Through intemperance, 

Satan works to destroy the mental and moral powers that God gave to man as a priceless endowment. 

Thus it becomes impossible for men to appreciate things of eternal worth. Through sensual indulgence, 

Satan seeks to blot from the soul every trace of likeness to God.  {DA 122.1}   
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