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THE SABBATH, THE SANCTUARY AND THE THIRD 

ANGEL’S MESSAGE EXAMINED! 

SOURCED DOCUMENTS ENCLOSED: - 

AN EXTRACT FROM HIRAM EDSON’S MANUSCRIPT RELATING TO HIS ADVENT EXPERIENCE. 

 

SECTION 1: - ARTICLES AND TRACTS ON THE SABBATH: - 

 

SABBATH TRACTS NO. 1 – 4: - 

 

 “THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK NOT THE SABBATH OF THE LORD.” –– BY ELDER J. N. AN-

DREWS & J. W. MORTON – AN EARLY 1850’S TRACT. 

 “HISTORY OF THE SABBATH.” – AN EARLY 1850’S TRACT. 
  “THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE WEEK IS THE SABBATH OF THE LORD.” – BY ELDER JAMES 

WHITE [WITH COMMENTS BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS & R. F. COTTRELL] – AN EARLY 1850’S 

TRACT. 

 “THE PERPETUITY OF THE ROYAL LAW, OR, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS NOT ABOLISHED.” 

– BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS – AN EARLY 1850’S TRACT. 

 “TIME FOR COMMENCING THE SABBATH” – BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS; AND, “TIME OF THE 

SABBATH” – BY ELDER JAMES WHITE – THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD, DE-

CEMBER 4, 1855. 

 

SECTION 2: - ARTICLES AND TRACTS ON THE SANCTUARY: - 

  “THE SANCTUARY” – BY O. R. L. CROSIER – AS IT APPEARED IN THE ADVENT REVIEW – 48 

PAGE SPECIAL, SEPTEMBER, 1850. 

  “THE SANCTUARY AND TWENTY THREE HUNDRED DAYS.” – 1853 - BY ELDER J. N. AN-

DREWS. 

 “THE JUDGMENT.” – BY ELDER JAMES WHITE - THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HER-

ALD, JANUARY 29, 1857. 

 “DANIEL STANDING IN HIS LOT.” – BY HIRAM EDSON - THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SAB-

BATH HERALD, JULY 30, 1857. 
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SECTION 3: - ARTICLES AND TRACTS ON THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE: - 

 “THOUGHTS ON REVELATION XIII AND XIV.” – BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS – SECOND AD-

VENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH HERALD – MAY 19, 1851. 

 “A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE ANGELS OF REVELATION XIV.” – BY ELDER JAMES WHITE – 

AN EARLY 1850’S BOOKLET. 

 1884 GREAT CONTROVERSY, CHAPTER XX – “THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE.” – pages 273 – 

286 – Ellen G. White. 

 

WHY SHOULD WE REPRINT AND STUDY CAREFULLY THESE  

EARLY PIONEER DOCMENTS ON THE SABBATH, SANCTUARY AND  

THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE? 
 

“I long daily to be able to do double duty. I have been pleading with the Lord for strength and 

wisdom to reproduce the writings of the witnesses who were confirmed in the faith in the early his-

tory of the message. After the passing of the time in 1844, they received the light and walked in the 

light, and when the men claiming to have new light would come in with their wonderful messages re-

garding various points of Scripture, we had, through the moving of the Holy Spirit, testimonies right to 

the point, which cut off the influence of such messages as Elder A. F. Ballenger has been devoting his 

time to presenting. … When the power of God testifies as to what is truth, that truth is to stand for-

ever as the truth. No after-suppositions contrary to the light God has given are to be entertained. … 

A few are still alive who passed through the experience gained in the establishment of this truth. 

God has graciously spared their lives to repeat and repeat, till the close of their lives, the experience 

through which they passed, even as did John the apostle till the very close of his life. And the stan-

dard-bearers who have fallen in death are to speak through the re-printing of their writings. I am 

instructed that thus their voices are to be heard. They are to bear their testimony as to what consti-

tutes the truth for this time.”  - Ellen G. White – The Paulson Collection, pp. 207 & 208. [Emphasis supplied 

by the compiler.] 
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 During what is called the seventh month 
movement, in 1844, myself and several other Brn. 
were engaged in circulating publications on the com-
ing of Christ, day times, and holding meetings at my 
own private house evenings. As we were about to 
commence our evening meeting on one occasion, a 
two horse wagon load of entire strangers came; and 
after preparing seats for them we commenced our 
meeting by singing, “Here o’er the earth as a stranger I 
roam, Here is no rest, is no rest.” It was sung with the 
spirit and with the understanding, and the spirit which 
accompanied the singing gave to it a keen edge, and 
before the hymn was sung through, the entire com-
pany of strangers were so deeply convicted, that 
rather than bear the reproach of being convicted, or 
converted at a Millerite meeting, they all started to 
leave the house. One man and his wife succeeded in 
getting out of doors; but the third one fell upon the 
threshold; the fourth, the fifth, and so on, till the most 
of the company were thus slain by the power of God. 
And such agonizing cries and pleading for mercy, is 
not often witnessed. Some thirteen, or more, were 
converted before the meeting closed. The man and his 
wife who left the house labored hard to persuade the 
rest of their company to leave at once for home; but 
not succeeding, and rather than remain through the 
meeting they went home on foot in a dark night, a dis-
tance of five, or six miles, carrying a child a year old. 
But this was not their heaviest burden. Their convic-
tion was too deep to be easily shaken off; they were 
back again at the next evening meeting and found par-
don, and peace in believing. And, “so, mightily grew 
the word of God and prevailed.” 

Passing over other like manifestations of the 
power of God, we glance at our disappointment at the 
tenth of the seventh month, 1844. Having the true cry, 
Behold the Bridegroom cometh, on the tenth day of 
the seventh month, and, having been early taught by 
modern orthodoxy that the coming of the Bridegroom 
to the marriage would be fulfilled in the personal sec-
ond advent of Christ to this earth, (which was a mis-
taken idea) we confidently expected to see Jesus Christ 
and all the holy angels with him; and that his voice 
would call up Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the 
ancient worthies, and near and dear friends which had 
been torn from us by death, and that our trials and suf-
ferings with our earthly pilgrimage would close, and 
we should be caught up to meet our coming Lord to be 
forever with him to inhabit the bright golden man-
sions in the golden home city, prepared for the re-
deemed. Our expectations were raised high, and thus 

AN EXTRACT FROM HIRAM EDSON’S MANUSCRIPT  

RELATING TO HIS ADVENT EXPERIENCE 

we looked for our coming Lord until the clock tolled 
12. at midnight. The day had then passed and our dis-
appointment became a certainty. Our fondest hopes 
and expectations were blasted, and such a spirit of 
weeping came over us as I never experienced before. It 
seemed that the loss of all earthly friends could have 
been no comparison. We wept, and wept, till the day 
dawn. 

I mused in my own heart, saying, My advent 
experience has been the richest and brightest of all my 
christian experience. If this had proved a failure, what 
was the rest of my christian experience worth?  Has 
the Bible proved a failure? Is there no God – no heaven 
– no golden home city – no paradise? Is all this but a 
cunningly devised fable? Is there no reality to our 
fondest hopes and expectation of these things? And 
thus we had something to grieve and weep over, if all 
our fond hopes were lost. And as I said, we wept till 
the day dawn. 

A second glance over past experience, and the 
lessons learned, and how when brought into strait 
places where light and help was needed by seeking the 
Lord he had answered by a voice and other ways, I be-
gan to feel there might be light and help for us in our 
present distress. I said to some of my brethren, Let us 
go to the barn. We entered the granary, shut the doors 
about us and bowed before the Lord. We prayed ear-
nestly; for we felt our necessity. We continued in ear-
nest prayer until  the witness of the Spirit was given 
that our prayer was accepted, and that light should be 
given, our disappointment be explained, and made 
clear and satisfactory. 

After breakfast I said to one of my brethren, 
“Let us go and see, and encourage some of our brn.” 
We started, and while passing through a large field I 
was stopped about midway of the field. Heaven 
seemed open to my view, and I saw distinctly, and 
clearly, that instead of our High Priest coming out of 
the Most Holy of the heavenly sanctuary to come to 
this earth on the tenth day of the seventh month, at 
the end of the 2, 300 days, that he for the first time 
entered on that day the second apartment of that sanc-
tuary; and that he had a work to perform in the Most 
Holy before coming to this earth. That he came to the 
marriage at that time; in other words, to the Ancient of 
days, to receive a kingdom, dominion, and glory; and 
we must wait for his return from the wedding; and my 
mind was directed to the tenth ch. of Rev. where I 
could see the vision had spoken and did not lie; the 
seventh angel had  began [sic.] to sound; we had eaten 
the littl [sic] book; it had been sweet in our mouth, and 
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it had now become bitter in our belly, embittering our 
whole being. That we must prophesy again, etc., and 
that when the seventh angel began to sound, the tem-
ple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen 
in his temple the ark of his testament, etc. 

While I was thus standing in the midst of the 
field, my comrade passed on almost beyond speaking 
distance before missing me. He inquired, “Why I was 
stopping so long?” I replied, “The Lord was answering 
our morning prayer; by giving light with regard to our 
disappointment.” I talked these things to my brethren. 

In those days I was closely associated with O. 
R. L. Crosier; and Dr. F. B. Hahn, Crosier making his 
home with me a portion of the time. He examined the 
Bible on the subject of the sanctuary. F. B. Hahn and 

myself, was [sic] connected with Crosier in the publi-
cation of the paper called, “The Day-Dawn.” Br. Hahn 
and myself, held a consultation with regard to the pro-
priety of sending out the light on the subject of the 
sanctuary. We decided it was just what the scattered 
remnant needed; for it would explain our disappoint-
ment, and set the brethren on the right track. We 
agreed to share the expense between us, and said to 
Crosier, “Write out the subject of the sanctuary. Get 
out another number of the Day Dawn, and we will try 
to meet the expense.” He did so, and the Day Dawn 
was sent out bearing the light of the sanctuary subject. 
It fell into the hands of Elders James White, and Joseph 
Bates, who readily endorsed the view; and it was 
shown in vision to be light for the remnant. 
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SABBATH TRACTS NO. 1 

“THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK NOT THE SABBATH OF THE LORD.”  
BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS & J. W. MORTON - AN EARLY 1850’S TRACT. 
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SABBATH TRACT NO. 2 

“HISTORY OF THE SABBATH.” – AN EARLY 1850’S TRACT. 
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SABBATH TRACT NO. 3 

“THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE WEEK IS THE SABBATH OF THE LORD.”  

BY ELDER JAMES WHITE [WITH COMMENTS BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS & R. F. COTTRELL]  
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SABBATH TRACT NO. 4 

“THE PERPETUITY OF THE ROYAL LAW, OR, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS  

NOT ABOLISHED.” – BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS  

AN EARLY 1850’S TRACT. 
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 “TIME FOR COMMENCING THE SABBATH”  
 BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS  

THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD, DECEMBER 4, 1855. 
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“TIME OF THE SABBATH”  
BY ELDER JAMES WHITE – 

 THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD, DECEMBER 4, 1855. 
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SECTION 2: 
ARTICLES AND TRACTS ON THE SANCTUARY 

 

  “THE SANCTUARY” – BY O. R. L. CROSIER – AS IT APPEARED IN THE ADVENT REVIEW – 48 

PAGE SPECIAL, SEPTEMBER, 1850. 

 “THE SANCTUARY AND TWENTY THREE HUNDRED DAYS.” – 1853 - BY ELDER J. N. AN-

DREWS. 

  “THE JUDGMENT.” – BY ELDER JAMES WHITE - THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HER-

ALD, JANUARY 29, 1857. 

 “DANIEL STANDING IN HIS LOT.” – BY HIRAM EDSON - THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SAB-

BATH HERALD, JULY 30, 1857. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“THE SANCTUARY”  
BY O. R. L. CROSIER – 

 AS IT APPEARED IN THE ADVENT REVIEW – 48 PAGE SPECIAL, SEPTEMBER, 1850. 
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“THE SANCTUARY AND TWENTY THREE HUNDRED DAYS.” 
 1853 - BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS. 
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“THE JUDGMENT.”  

BY ELDER JAMES WHITE - THE ADVENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH HERALD, JANUARY 29, 1857. 
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 “DANIEL STANDING IN HIS LOT.”  

– BY HIRAM EDSON - THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD, JULY 30, 1857. 
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SECTION 3:  

ARTICLES AND TRACTS ON THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE 

 “THOUGHTS ON REVELATION XIII AND XIV.” – BY ELDER J. N. ANDREWS – 

SECOND ADVENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH HERALD – MAY 19, 1851. 

 “A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE ANGELS OF REVELATION XIV.” – BY ELDER 

JAMES WHITE – AN EARLY 1850’S BOOKLET. 

 1884 GREAT CONTROVERSY, CHAPTER XX – “THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE.” – 

pages 273 – 286 – Ellen G. White. 
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 “THOUGHTS ON REVELATION XIII AND XIV.”  
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“A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE ANGELS OF REVELATION XIV.”  

BY ELDER JAMES WHITE – AN EARLY 1850’S BOOKLET. 
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      When Christ entered the most holy place of the heav-

enly sanctuary to perform the closing work of the atonement, he 

committed to his servants the last message of mercy to be given 

to the world. Such is the warning of the third angel of Revela-

tion 14. Immediately following its proclamation, the Son of 

man is seen by the prophet coming in glory to reap the harvest 

of the earth.  {4SP 273.1} 

     

  As foretold in the Scriptures, the ministration of 

Christ in the most holy place began at the termination of the 

prophetic days in 1844. To this time apply the words of the 

Revelator, "The temple of God was opened in Heaven, and 

there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament." [REV. 

11:19] The ark of God's testament is in the second apartment of 

the sanctuary. As Christ entered there, to minister in the sinner's 

behalf, the inner temple was opened, and the ark of God was 

brought to view. To those who by faith beheld the Saviour in 

his work of intercession, God's majesty and power were re-

vealed. As the train of his glory filled the temple, light from the 

holy of holies was shed upon his waiting people on the earth.  

{4SP 273.2} 

      

 They had by faith followed their High Priest from the 

holy to the most holy, and they saw him pleading his blood 

before the ark of God. Within that sacred ark is the Father's law, 

the same that was spoken by God himself amid the thunders of 

Sinai, and written with his own finger on the tables of stone. 

Not one command has been annulled; not a jot or tittle has been 

changed. While God gave to Moses a copy of his law, he pre-

served the great original in the sanctuary above. Tracing down 

its holy precepts, the seekers for truth found, in the very bosom 

of the decalogue, the fourth commandment, as it was first pro-

claimed: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 

shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the 

Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, 

thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy 

maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 

gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore 

the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." [EX. 20:8-

11.]  {4SP 273.3} 

      

 The Spirit of God impressed the hearts of these stu-

dents of his word. The conviction was urged upon them, that 

they had ignorantly transgressed the fourth commandment by 

disregarding the Creator's rest-day. They began to examine the 

reasons for observing the first day of the week instead of the 

day which God had sanctified. They could find no evidence in 

the Scriptures that the fourth commandment had been abol-

ished, or that the Sabbath had been changed; the blessing which 

first hallowed the seventh day had never been removed. They 

had been honestly seeking to know and do God's will, and now, 

as they saw themselves transgressors of his law, sorrow filled 

their hearts. They at once evinced their loyalty to God by keep-

ing his Sabbath holy.  {4SP 274.1} 

 

      Many and earnest were the efforts made to overthrow 

their faith. None could fail to see that if the earthly sanctuary 

was a figure or pattern of the heavenly, the law deposited in the 

ark on earth was an exact transcript of the law in the ark in 

Heaven, and that an acceptance of the truth concerning the 

heavenly sanctuary involved an acknowledgment of the claims 

of God's law, and the obligation of the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment. Here was the secret of the bitter and determined 

opposition to the harmonious exposition of the Scriptures that 

brought to view the ministration of Christ in the heavenly sanc-

tuary. How hard men tried to close the door which God had 

opened, and to open the door which he had closed! But "He that 

openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man 

openeth," had declared, "Behold, I have set before thee an open 

door, and no man can shut it." [REV. 3:7, 8.] Christ had opened 

the door, or ministration, of the most holy place, light was shin-

ing from that open door of the sanctuary in Heaven, and the 

fourth commandment was shown to be included in the law 

within the ark; what God had established, no man could over-

throw.  {4SP 275.1} 

 

      Those who had accepted the light concerning the me-

diation of Christ and the perpetuity of the law of God, found 

that these were the truths brought to view in the third message. 

[SEE APPENDIX, NOTE 7.] The angel declares, "Here are 

they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Je-

sus." This statement is preceded by a solemn and fearful warn-

ing: "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive 

his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of 

the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mix-

ture into the cup of his indignation." [REV. 14:9, 10.] An inter-

pretation of the symbols employed was necessary to an under-

standing of this message. What was represented by the beast, 

the image, and the mark? Again those who were seeking for the 

truth returned to the study of the prophecies.  {4SP 275.2} 

      

 In the book of the Revelation, under the symbols of a 

great red dragon, a leopard-like beast, and a beast with lamb-

like horns, [REV. 12; 13.] are brought to view those earthly 

governments which are especially engaged in trampling upon 

God's law and persecuting his people. Their war is carried for-

ward to the close of time. The people of God, symbolized by a 

holy woman and her children, are greatly in the minority. In the 

last days only a remnant exists. John speaks of them as those 

that "keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony 

of Jesus Christ." [REV. 12:17.]  {4SP 276.1} 

 

      Through the great powers controlled by paganism and 

the papacy, symbolized by the dragon and the leopard-like 

beast, Satan for many centuries destroyed God's faithful wit-

1884 GREAT CONTROVERSY, CHAPTER XX  

“THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE.”  
– pages 273 – 286 – Ellen G. White. 
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nesses. Under the dominion of Rome, they were tortured and 

slain for more than a thousand years; but the papacy was at last 

deprived of its strength, and forced to desist from persecution. 

[REV. 13:3, 10.] At that time the prophet beheld a new power 

coming up, represented by the beast with lamb-like horns. The 

appearance of this beast and the manner of its rise seem to indi-

cate that the power which it represents is unlike those brought 

to view under the preceding symbols. The great kingdoms that 

have ruled the world obtained their dominion by conquest and 

revolution, and they were presented to the prophet Daniel as 

beasts of prey, rising when the "four winds of the heaven strove 

upon the great sea." [DAN. 7:2.] But the beast with horns like a 

lamb is seen "coming up out of the earth;" [REV. 13:11.] signi-

fying that instead of overthrowing other powers to establish 

itself, the nation thus represented arose in territory previously 

unoccupied, and grew up gradually and peacefully.  {4SP 

276.2} 

 

      Here is a striking figure of the rise and growth of our 

own nation. And the lamb-like horns, emblems of innocence 

and gentleness, well represent the character of our government, 

as expressed in its two fundamental principles, Republicanism 

and Protestantism. The Christian exiles who first fled to Amer-

ica, sought an asylum from royal oppression and priestly intol-

erance, and they determined to establish a government upon the 

broad foundation of civil and religious liberty. These principles 

are the secret of our power and prosperity as a nation. Millions 

from other lands have sought our shores, and the United States 

has risen to a place among the most powerful nations of the 

earth.  {4SP 277.1} 

 

      But the stern tracings of the prophetic pencil reveal a 

change in this peaceful scene. The beast with lamb-like horns 

speaks with the voice of a dragon, and "exerciseth all the power 

of the first beast before him." The spirit of persecution mani-

fested by paganism and the papacy is again to be revealed. 

Prophecy declares that this power will say "to them that dwell 

on the earth, that they should make an image to the 

beast." [REV. 13:14.] The image is made to the first or leopard-

like beast, which is the one brought to view in the third angel's 

message. By this first beast is represented the Roman Church, 

an ecclesiastical body clothed with civil power, having author-

ity to punish all dissenters. The image to the beast represents 

another religious body clothed with similar power. The forma-

tion of this image is the work of that beast whose peaceful rise 

and mild professions render it so striking a symbol of the 

United States. Here is to be found an image of the papacy. 

When the churches of our land, uniting upon such points of 

faith as are held by them in common, shall influence the State 

to enforce their decrees and sustain their institutions, then will 

Protestant America have formed an image of the Roman hierar-

chy. Then the true church will be assailed by persecution, as 

were God's ancient people. Almost every century furnishes ex-

amples of what bigotry and malice can do under a plea of serv-

ing God by protecting the rights of Church and State. Protestant 

churches that have followed in the steps of Rome by forming 

alliance with worldly powers have manifested a similar desire 

to restrict liberty of conscience. In the seventeenth century 

thousands of non-conformist ministers suffered under the rule 

of the Church of England. Persecution always follows religious 

favoritism on the part of secular governments. {4SP 277.2} 

 

      The beast with lamb-like horns commands "all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark 

in their right hand, or in their foreheads; and that no man might 

buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, 

or the number of his name." [REV. 13:16, 17.] This is the mark 

concerning which the third angel utters his warning. It is the 

mark of the first beast, or the papacy, and is therefore to be 

sought among the distinguishing characteristics of that power. 

The prophet Daniel declared that the Roman Church, symbol-

ized by the little horn, was to think to change times and laws, 

[DAN. 7:25.] while Paul styled it the man of sin, [2 THESS. 

2:3, 4.] who was to exalt himself above God. Only by changing 

God's law could the papacy exalt itself above God; whoever 

should understandingly keep the law as thus changed would be 

giving supreme honor to that power by which the change was 

made. Such an act of obedience to papal laws would be a mark 

of allegiance to the pope in the place of God.  {4SP 279.1} 

 The papacy has attempted to change the law of God. 

The second commandment, forbidding image worship, has been 

dropped from the law, and the fourth commandment has been 

so changed as to authorize the observance of the first instead of 

the seventh day as the Sabbath. But papists urge as a reason for 

omitting the second commandment, that it is unnecessary, being 

included in the first, and that they are giving the law exactly as 

God designed it to be understood. This cannot be the change 

foretold by the prophet. An intentional, deliberate change is 

brought to view: "He shall think to change times and laws." The 

change in the fourth commandment exactly fulfills the proph-

ecy. For this change the only authority claimed is that of the 

church. Here the papal power openly sets itself above God.  

{4SP 279.2} 

 

      The claim so often put forth, that Christ changed the 

Sabbath, is disproved by his own words. In his sermon on the 

mount he declared: "Think not that I am come to destroy the 

law or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For 

verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 

tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least command-

ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 

kingdom of Heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, 

the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 

Heaven." [MATT. 5:17-19.]  {4SP 280.1} 

 

      Roman Catholics acknowledge that the change of the 

Sabbath was made by their church; and they cite this change as 

evidence of the authority of the church to legislate in divine 

things, and declare that Protestants, by observing the Sabbath as 

thus changed, are recognizing her power. The Roman Church 

has not relinquished her claim to supremacy; and when the 

world and the Protestant churches accept a Sabbath of her creat-

ing, while they reject the Bible Sabbath, they virtually admit 

this assumption. They may claim the authority of apostles and 

Fathers for the change; but in so doing they ignore the very 

principle which separates them from Rome,--that "the Bible, 

and the Bible only, is the religion of Protestants." The papist 

can see that they are deceiving themselves, willingly closing 

their eyes to the facts in the case. As the Sunday institution 

gains favor, he rejoices, feeling assured that it will eventually 

bring the whole Protestant world under the banner of Rome.  

{4SP 280.2} 
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      The fourth commandment, which Rome has endeav-

ored to set aside, is the only precept of the decalogue that points 

to God as the Creator of the heavens and the earth, and thus 

distinguishes the true God from all false gods. The Sabbath was 

instituted to commemorate the work of creation, and thus to 

direct the minds of men to the true and living God. The fact of 

his creative power is cited throughout the Scriptures as proof 

that the God of Israel is superior to heathen deities. Had the 

Sabbath always been kept, man's thoughts and affections would 

have been led to his Maker as the object of reverence and wor-

ship, and there would never have been an idolater, an atheist, or 

an infidel.  {4SP 281.1} 

 

      That institution which points to God as the Creator is 

a sign of his rightful authority over the beings he has made. The 

change of the Sabbath is the sign, or mark, of the authority of 

the Romish Church. Those who, understanding the claims of 

the fourth commandment, choose to observe the false in place 

of the true Sabbath, are thereby paying homage to that power 

by which alone it is commanded. The change in the fourth com-

mandment is the change pointed out in the prophecy, and the 

keeping of the counterfeit Sabbath is the reception of the mark.  

But Christians of past generations observed the first day, sup-

posing that they were keeping the Bible Sabbath, and there are 

in the churches of today many who honestly believe that Sun-

day is the Sabbath of divine appointment. None of these have 

received the mark of the beast. There are true Christians in 

every church, not excepting the Roman Catholic communion. 

The test upon this question does not come until Sunday obser-

vance is enforced by law, and the world is enlightened concern-

ing the obligation of the true Sabbath. Not until the issue is thus 

plainly set before the people, and they are brought to choose 

between the commandments of God and the commandments of 

men, will those who continue in transgression receive the mark 

of the beast.  {4SP 281.2} 

      

 The most fearful threatening ever addressed to mortals 

is contained in the third angel's message. That must be a terrible 

sin which calls down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy. 

Men are not to be left in darkness concerning this important 

matter; the warning against this sin is to be given to the world 

before the visitation of God's judgments, that all may know why 

they are to be inflicted, and have opportunity to escape them.  

{4SP 282.1} 

      

 In the issue of the great contest, two distinct, opposite 

classes are developed. One class "worship the beast and his 

image, and receive his mark," and thus bring upon themselves 

the awful judgments threatened by the third angel. The other 

class, in marked contrast to the world, "keep the command-

ments of God and the faith of Jesus." [REV. 14:9, 12.] Though 

the powers of earth summon their forces to compel "all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and bond," to receive the 

mark of the beast, yet the people of God do not receive it. The 

prophet of Patmos beholds "them that had gotten the victory 

over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over 

the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the 

harps of God," [REV. 15:2.] and singing the song of Moses and 

the Lamb.  {4SP 282.2} 

      

 Such were the momentous truths that opened before 

those who received the third angel's message. As they reviewed 

their experience from the first proclamation of the second ad-

vent to the passing of the time in 1844, they saw their disap-

pointment explained, and hope and joy again animated their 

hearts. Light from the sanctuary illuminated the past, the pre-

sent, and the future, and they knew that God had led them by 

his unerring providence. Now with new courage and firmer 

faith, they joined in giving the warning of the third angel.  {4SP 

283.1} 

 

      The work of Sabbath reform to be accomplished in 

the last days is clearly brought to view in the prophecy of 

Isaiah: "Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice; 

for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be 

revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man 

that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting 

it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil." "The sons of the 

stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to 

love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that 

keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my 

covenant; even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and 

make them joyful in my house of prayer." [ISA. 56:1, 2, 6, 7.]  

{4SP 283.2} 

 

      These words apply in the Christian age, as is shown 

by the context: "The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of 

Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are 

gathered unto him." [ISA. 56:8.] Here is foreshadowed the 

gathering in of the Gentiles by the gospel. And upon those who 

then honor the Sabbath, a blessing is pronounced. Thus the ob-

ligation of the fourth commandment extends past the crucifix-

ion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, to the time when his 

servants should preach to all nations the message of glad tid-

ings.  {4SP 283.3} 

 

      The Lord commands by the same prophet, "Bind up 

the testimony, seal the law among my disciples." [ISA. 8:16.] 

The seal of God's law is found in the fourth commandment. 

This only, of all the ten, brings to view both the name and the 

title of the Lawgiver. It declares him to be the Creator of the 

heavens and the earth, and thus shows his claim to reverence 

and worship above all others. Aside from this precept, there is 

nothing in the decalogue to show by whose authority the law is 

given. When the Sabbath was changed by the papal power, the 

seal was taken from the law. The disciples of Jesus are called 

upon to restore it, by exalting the Sabbath of the fourth com-

mandment to its rightful position as the Creator's memorial and 

the sign of his authority.  {4SP 284.1} 

 

      "To the law and to the testimony." While conflicting 

doctrines and theories abound, the law of God is the one unerr-

ing standard to which all opinions, doctrines, and theories are to 

be brought. Says the prophet, "If they speak not according to 

this word, it is because there is no light in them." [ISA. 8:20.]  

{4SP 284.2} 

     

  Again, the command is given, "Cry aloud, spare not, 

lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their trans-

gression, and the house of Jacob their sins." It is not the wicked 

world, but those whom the Lord designates as "my people," that 

are to be reproved for their transgressions. He declares further, 

"Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a 

nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of 
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their God." [ISA. 58:1, 2.] Here is brought to view a class who 

think themselves righteous, and appear to manifest great inter-

est in the service of God; but the stern and solemn rebuke of the 

Searcher of hearts proves them to be trampling upon the divine 

precepts.  {4SP 284.3} 

 

      The prophet thus points out the ordinance which has 

been forsaken: "Thou shalt raise up the foundations of many 

generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the 

breach, the restorer of paths to dwell in. If thou turn away thy 

foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; 

and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; 

and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 

thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt 

thou delight thyself in the Lord." [ISA. 58:12, 13.] This proph-

ecy also applies in our time. The breach was made in the law of 

God when the Sabbath was changed by the Romish power. But 

the time has come for that divine institution to be restored. The 

breach is to be repaired, and the foundation of many genera-

tions to be raised up.  {4SP 285.1} 

 

      With peculiar fitness may the Sabbath be called the 

foundation of many generations. Hallowed by the Creator's rest 

and blessing, it was kept by Adam in his innocence in holy 

Eden; by Adam, fallen yet repentant, when he was driven from 

his happy estate. It was kept by all the patriarchs, from Abel to 

righteous Noah, to Abraham, to Jacob. When the chosen people 

were in bondage in Egypt, many, in the midst of prevailing 

idolatry, lost their knowledge of God's law; but when the Lord 

delivered Israel, he proclaimed his law in awful grandeur to the 

assembled multitude, that they might know his will, and fear 

and obey him forever.  {4SP 285.2} 

 

      From that day to the present, the knowledge of God's 

law has been preserved in the earth, and the Sabbath of the 

fourth commandment has been kept. Though the man of sin 

succeeded in trampling the Sabbath under foot, yet even in the 

period of his supremacy there were, hidden in secret places, 

faithful souls who honored the Creator's rest-day.  {4SP 286.1} 

 

      Since the Reformation, there have been in every gen-

eration witnesses for God to uphold the standard of the ancient 

Sabbath. Though often in the midst of reproach and persecu-

tion, a constant testimony has been borne to this truth. Since 

1844, in fulfillment of the prophecy of the third angel's mes-

sage, the attention of the world has been called to the true Sab-

bath, and a constantly increasing number are returning to the 

observance of God's holy day. {4SP 286.2} 
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