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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

This compilation has been prepared for use in 
the Gift of Prophecy class at Pacific Union College. 
It is not an attempt to dogmatically finalize on the 
sequence of future events, but it is rather a gather
ing together, for study purposes, of the most impor
tant E. G. White statements relating to those proph
ecies which remain to be fulfilled prior to the re
turn of Christ. These quotations have been outlined 
in what appears to me to be a logical order but this 
has been done without prejudice toward alternate or 
opposite views held by others. 

It is impossible to arrange the chapters in 
perfect sequence since so many of them include over
lapping material. For example, the "Latter Rain" 
and the "Loud Cry" are parallel experiences, one 
the cause and the other the effect. The chapter 
on "Satan's Personation of Christ" might have been 
located near "The Close of Probation" but it seems 
best to study this topic in connection with "Satan's 
Miracles." 

The Lord instructed Sister White to "charge 
the teachers in our schools to prepare the students 
for what is coming upon the world." FE 526, 527. 
And the Lord gave that same prophetess the informa
tion which is reproduced in this syllabus. May its 
study be rewarding to each student. 

Robert W. Olson 
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THE CRISIS AHEAD 

1. What indications are there in the Scripture that a terrible .time of 
trouble lies ahead of us? Dan. 12:1. 

a. For the wicked- Rev. 14:9, 10; Rev. 16:1-21. 
b. For the righteous -Rev. 13:15-17. 

2. How does Mrs. White describe the period of distress which is coming on 
our world? · 

(5) 

{ 1) 11 A terri b 1 e crisis... 11 The work which the church has fa i1 ed to do in 
a t1me of peace and prosperity, she will have to do in a terrible 
crisis, under the most discouraging, forbidding circumstances ... 
Ev 31; 5T 463. 

(2) 11 The last great crisis ... 

a. "In this time of prevailing iniquity we may know that the last 
great crisis is at hand. When the defiance of God's law is 
almost universal, when His people are oppressed and afflicted 
by their fellow men, the Lord will interpose." COL 178. 

b. "The calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, 
the alarms of war, are portentous. They forecast approaching 
events of the greatest magnitude. 

"The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidat
ing. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great 
changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final move
ments will be rapid ones." 9T 11. 

(3) 11 The most momentous struggle .. of the ages. 11A great .crisis awaits 
the people of God. A crisis awaits the world. The most momentous 
struggle of all the ages is just before us." 5T 711. 

(4) 11 The crisis of the ages ... "We are standing on the threshold of the 
crisis of the ages. In quick succession the judgments of God will 
follow one another--fire, and flood, and earthquake, with war and 
bloodshed. We are not to be surprised at this time by events both 
great and decisive; for the angel of mercy cannot remain much longer 
to shelter the impenitent ... PK 278. 

(5) The greatest crisis since time began. 11We are coming to a crisis 
which, more than any previous time since the world began, will de
mand the entire consecration of every one who has named the name 
ofChrist." GW323. · 

(6} "Stupendous crisis." 11 The present is a time of overwhelming interest 
to all living. Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy positions of 
trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have 
their attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. They 
are watching the relations that exist among the nations. They observe 
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the intensity that is taking possession of every earthly element, and 
they recognize that something great and decisive is about to take 
place,--that the world is on the verge of a stupendous crisis." 
PK 537; Ev 703, 704; Ed 179. 

(7) "A storm." 

a. "A storm is ar1s1ng that will wrench and test the spiritual 
foundation of every one to the utmost. 11 5T 129. 

b. "A storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared 
to meet it?" 8T 315. 

c.- "The .storm is coming, the storm that will try every man's faith, 
of what sort it is. Believers must now be firmly rooted in 
Christ, or else they will be led astray by some phase of error. 
Let your faith be substantiated by the Word of God. Grasp firmly 
the living testimony of truth. Have faith in Christ as a per
sonal Saviour. He has been and ever will be our Rock of Ages." 
Ev 361, 362. 

{8) "A tempest." 

a. "God has revealed what is to take place in the last days, that 
His people may be prepared to stand against the tempest of 
opposition and wrath." ST 452. 

b. "The tempest is coming, and we must get ready for its fury by 
having repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Lord will arise to shake terribly the earth. We 
shall see troubles on all sides. Thousands of ships will be 
hurled into the depths of the sea. Navies will go down, and 
human lives will be sacrificed by millions. Fires will break 
out unexpectedly, and no human effort will be able to quench 
them. The palaces of earth will be swept away in the fury of the 
flames. Disasters by rail will ·become more and more frequent; 
confusion, collision, and death without a moment's warning will 
occur on the great lines of travel. The end is near, probation 
is closing. Oh, let us seek God while He may be found, call 
upon Him while He is near!., MYP 89, 90. 

(9) "The most terrible conflict ever witnessed ... "The conflict that is 
r1ght upon us w1ll be the most terr1ble ever witnessed." 6T 407. 

(10) "A fearful conflict." "Satan is marshaling ,his hosts; and are we 
individually prepared for the fearful conflic:,.t that is just before 
us? Are we preparing our children for the great crisis?" AH 186. 

(11) ''The grand test." "If the believers in the truth are not sustained 
by their faith in these comparatively peaceful days, what will up
hold them when the grand test comes and the decree goes forth against 
all those who will not worship the image of the beast and receive his 
mark in their foreheads or in· their hands? This solemn period is not 
far off. Instead of becoming weak and irresolute, the people of God 
should be gathering strength and courage for the time of trouble." 
4T 251. 
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·(12) "A great terror." "Transgression has almost . reached its limit. 
Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come 
upon human beings. The end is very near." 8T 28. 

3. Are the inhabitants of heaven aware of our coming conflict? 

"The whole unive~se is looking with inexpressible interest to 
see the closing work of the great controversy between Christ 
and Satan." 5T 526. 

7 

4. Are most of the inhabitants of the earth equally aware of impending events? 

a. "We who know the truth should be preparing for what is soon 
to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise." 8T 28; 
7BC 911. . . 

b. "Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon 
the world as an overwhelming surprise, and th1s pr~paration they 
should make by diligently studying the word of God and striving 
to conform their lives to its precepts. . . . God ca 11 s for a 
revival and a reformation ... PK 626. · 

5. Do we as Seventh-day Adventists have a true appreciation of the crisis 
ahead? · · -

a .. 11 The 'time of troubl~ · such as never was,' is soon to open upon 
us; and we shan need an experience which we do not now possess, 
and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is'often the case 
that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but 
this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid pre
sentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal ... GC 622.' 

b. "We are on the very verge of the time of trouble, and perplex
ities that are scarcely dreamed of. are before us." 9T 43. 

6. Is it possible for Christians to be unprepared for coming trouble, in 
spite of previous warnings? Mark 8:31, 32; 9:31; 10:32-34; Matt. 26:56; 
Luke 24:6-8. · 

7. Why were the disciples so totally unprepared? -

a. 11 They could not tolerate the thought that He in whom all their 
hopes centered should suffer- an i gnomi ni ous death. The words 
which they needed to remember were banished from their minds; 
and when the time of trial came, it found theni unprepared. The 
death of Jesus · as fully destroyed their hopes as if He had not 
forewarned them." GC 594. . . · . · . 

b. "Peter did -notdesire to see the cross in the work of Christ." 
DA 415. 

8. Has the Lord given us a clear outline of events connected with the close 
of probation? 

a. "The events connected with the close of probation and the work 
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of preparation for the time of trouble,_ are clearly presented. 
But multitudes have no more understanding of these important 
truths than if they had never been revealed ... GC 594. 

b. 11 He has a chart pointing out every waymark on the heavenward · 
journey, and he ought not to guess at anything ... GC 598. 
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c. 11 We are to see in history the fulfillment of prophecy, to study 
the workings of Providence in the great reformatory movements, 
and to understand the progress of events in the marshaling of 
the nations for the final conflict of the great controversy ... 
MH 442; 8T 307. 

9. Does this mean that we can understand every single detail of anticipated 
events before they come to pass? 

a. 11The mark of the beast is exactly what it has been proclaimed 
to be. Not all in regard to this matter is yet understood, 
nor will it be understood until the unrolling of the scroll. 11 

6T 17; 8T 159. 

b. 11 Much upon these things has been shown to me, but I can only 
present a few ideas to you. Go to God for yourselves, pray 
for divine enlightenment, that you may know that you do know 
what is truth, that when the wonderful miracle-working power 
of Satan shall be displayed, and the enemy shall come as an 
angel of light, you may distinguish between the genuine work of 
God and the imitative work of the powers of darkness ... RH 
12-24-1889, p. 3. 

10. How important is it for us to study the prophecies which relate to the 
last days? 

a. 11 AS we near the close of this world's history, the prophecies 
relating to the last days especially demand our study ... COL 133. 

b. 11 They should know the things that will come to pass before the 
closing up of the world's history. These things concern our 
eternal welfare, and teachers and students should give more 
attention to them ... 6T 129. 

c. 11 I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, 'Fear
ful is his work. Awful is his mission. He is the angel that is 
to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat 
for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole 
mind, the whole attention.' .. EW 118. 

d. 11 In the night season these words were spoken to me: 'Charge the 
teachers in our schools to prepare the students for what is 
coming upon the world., .. FE 526, 527. 

e. 11 But there is a day that God hath appointed for the close of 
this world's history: 'This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.' Prophecy is fast fulfilling. More, 
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much more, should be said about these tremendously important 
subjects." FE 335. 

f. "Let the watchmen now lift up their voice and give the message 
which is present truth for this time. Let us show the people 
where we are in prophetic history." 5T 716. 

9 

g. "Great pains should be taken to keep this subject before the 
people. The solemn fact is to be kept not only before the people 
of the world, but before our own churches also, that the day of 
the Lord will come suddenly, unexpectedly. The fearful warning 
of the prophecy is addressed to every soul. Let no one feel 
that he is secure from the danger of being surprised. Let no 
one's interpretation of prophecy rob you of the conviction of 
the knowledge of events which show that this great event is near 
at hand." FE 3.36. 

11. What are we specifically warned not to do? 

a. There is a time of trouble coming to the people of God, but 
we are not to keep that constantly before the people, and rein 
them up to have a time of trouble before hand. There is to be 
a shaking among God's people, but this is not the present truth 
to carry to the churches." lSM 180; 2SM 13. 

b. "There are stormy times before us, but 1 et us not utter one 
word of unbelief or discouragement." ChS 136. 

12. In view of the approaching crisis, what should we now be doing? 

"If God has ever spoken by me, the time wi 11 come when you wi 11 
be brought before councils, and every position of truth which you 

. hold will be severely criticized. The time that so many are now 
allowing to go to waste should be devoted to the charge that God 
has given us of preparing for the approaching crisis." 5T 717. 

13. Who only will stand through the last great conflict? 

a. "None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of 
the Bible will stand through the last great conflict." GC 593. 

b. "Study your Bible as you have never studied it before. Unless 
you arise to a higher, holier state in your religious life, you 
will not be ready for the appearing of our Lord." 5T 717. 

c. "We are approaching stormy times. . . • Every position of our 
faith will be searched into; and if we are not thorough Bible 
students, established, strengthened, and settled, the wisdom of 
the world's great men will lead us astray." 5T 546. 

d. "Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures, 
and who have received the love of the truth, will be shielded from 
the powerful delusion that takes the world captive." GC 625. 
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II 

THE UNION OF THE CHURCHES 

1. Will every Protestant denomination in America enter into the coming 
union of the churches? 

"When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon 
such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall 
influence the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain 
their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed 
an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil 
penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result." GC 445. 

2. Upon what basis will the Protestant churches eventually unite? 

( 10) 

"The wide diversity of belief in the Protestant churches is 
regarded by many as decisive proof that no effort to secure a 
forced uniformity can ever be made. But there has been for 
years, in churches of the Protestant faith, a strong and growing 
sentiment in favor of a union based upon common points of doc
trine. To secure such a uniont the discussion of subjects upon 
which all were not agreed--however important they might be from 
a Bible standpoint--must necessarily be waived." GC 444. 

3. What are the two principal erroneous doctrines held in common by the 
churches? 

"Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and 
Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his decep
tions. While the former lays the foundation of Spiritualism, 
the latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome." GC 588. 

4. Will Protestantism eventually reunite with Catholicism? 

a. "The word of God teaches that these scenes [suppression of the 
Sabbath] are to be repeated as Roman Catholics and Protestants 
shall unite for the exaltation of the Sunday." GC 578. 

b. 11 How the Roman church can clear herself from the charge of 
idolatry we cannot see. . . . And thi's is the religion which 
Protestants are beginning to look upon with so much favor, and 
which will eventually be united with Protestantism... RH 6-1-
1886, p. 338. 

c. 11As long as probation continues, there will be opportunity for 
the canvasser to work. When the religious denominations unite 
with the papacy to oppress God's people, places where there is 
religious freedom will be opened by evangelistic canvassing ... 
6T 478. 

5. Will there be organizational unity or unity of action? 

a. "The professed Protestant world will form a confederacy with the 
man of sin, and the church and the world will be in corrupt 
harmony ... 7BC 975. 
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b. "Romanism in the Old World, and apostate Protestantism in the 
New, will pursue a similar course toward those who honor all 
the divine precepts.'• GC 616. 
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6. ~ill Rome change or will Protestantism change in order to make this re-
union possible? · 

a. "This union will not, however, be effected by a change in Cath
olicism; for Rome never changes. She claims infallibility. 
It is Protestantism that will change. The adoption of liberal 
ideas on its part will bring it where it can clasp the hand of 
Catholicism. 1The Bible, the Bible, is the foundation of our 
faith,• was the cry of Protestants in Luther•s time, while the 
Catholics cried, 1 The Fathers, custom, tradition.• Now many 
Protestants find it difficult to prove their doctrines from the 
Bible, and yet they have not the moral courage to accept the 
truth which involves a cross; therefore they are fast coming to 
the ground of-Catholics. . . . Yes, the Protestants of the 
nineteenth century are fast approaching the Catholics in their 
infidelity concerning the Scriptures ... RH 6-1-1886, p. 338. 

b. "The Protestants of the United States wi 11 be foremost in 
stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of 
Spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with 
the Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, 
this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on 
the rights of conscience." GC 588. 

c. "When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to 
grasp the hand' of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the 
abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the in
fluence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate 
every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and repub
lican governme~t, and shall make provision for the propagation 
of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time 
has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is 
near ... 5T 451. 

d. ..Protestantism shall give the hand of fellowship to the Roman 
power. Then there will be a law against the Sabbath of God•s 
creation, and then it is that God will do His •strange work• 
in the earth... 7BC 910. 

e. "When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its govern
ment as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act 
join hands with popery. • . . 11 5T 712. 

7. How powerful will the papacy eventually become here in America? 

11 Protestants . . . are opening the door for the papacy to re
gain in Protestant America the supremacy which she has lost in 
the Old World. 11 GC 573. 

8. Who will lead the people as they unite to oppose the followers of God? 
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"As we approach the last crisis, it is of vital moment that 
harmony and unity exist among the Lord•s instrumentalities. 
The world is filled with storm and war and variance. Yet under 
one head--the papal power--the people will unite to oppose 
God in the person of His witnesses. This union is cemented by 
the great apostate ... 7T 182. 

9. In reality who stands behind the pope? 

11There is one pointed out in prophecy as the man of sin. He 
is the representative of Satan. . . . Here is Satan•s ri~ht
hand man ready to carry on the work that Satan conmenced 1n 
heaven, that of trying to amend the law of God. And the 
Christian world has sanctioned his efforts by adopting this 
child of the Papacy--the Sunday institution ... 7BC 910; RH 
3-9-1886, p. 146. 

10. What· should we be doing now, in order to successfully meet Christendom•s 
combined opposition? 

"The world is against us, the popular churches are against us, 
the laws of the land will soon be against us. If there was ever 
a time when the people of God should press together, it is now." 
ST 236. 
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III 

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW-

1. What does the Bible say about the homage which Protestant America will 
pay to the Roman Catholic power? Rev. 13:11-17. · 

2. When will this prophecy be fulfilled? 

a. 11The prophecy of Revelation 13 declares that the power repre
sented by the beast with lamblike horns shall cause •the 
earth and them which dwell therein• to worship the papacy--there 
symbolized by the beast 1 like unto a leopard.• •.• This 
prophecy will be fulfilled when the United States shall enforce 
Sunday observance, which Rome claims as the special acknowledg
ment of her supremacy ... GC 578, 579. 

b. 11The enforcement of S\Jndaykeeping on the part of Protestant 
churches is an enforcement of the worship of the papacy ... GC 448. 

3. Where will the pressure .for Sunday legislation come from? 

a. 11 The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, per
suade, or compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The hck of 
divine authority will be supplied by oppressive enactments. 
Political corruption is destroying love of justice and regard for 
truth; and even in free America, rulers and legislators, in order 
to secure public favor, will yield to the popular demand for a 
law enforcing Sunday observance... GC 592 (See also 4SP 410). 

b. 11To secure popularity and patronage, legislators will yield to. 
the demand for a Sunday law ... 5T 451. 

c. 11Legislators will yield to the demand for Sunday laws ... PK 606. 

d. 11 The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretch
ing their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of Spiritual-
; sm; they will reach over the abyss to c 1 asp hands with the 
Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, 
this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on 
the rights of conscience ... GC 588. 

e. 11 If the people can be led to favor a Sunday law, then the clergy 
intend to exert their united influence to obtain a religious 
amendment to the Constitution, and compel the nation to keep 
Sunday ... RH Extra 12-24-1889, p. 2. 

4. Do these Sunday-law advocates realize what they are doing? 

a. 11 There are many, even of those engaged in this movement for 
Sunday enforcement, who are blinded to · the results which will 
follow this action. They do not see that they are striking 
directly against religious liberty. There are many who have 
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never understood the claims of the Bible Sabbath and the false 
foundation upon which the Sunday institution rests ... 5T 711. 

b. "They are working in blindness. They do not see that if a 
Protestant government sacrifices the principles that have made 
them a free, independent nation, and through legislation brings 
into the Constitution, principles that will propagate papal 
flasehood and papal delusion, they are plunging into the Roman 
horrors of the Dark Ages ... RH Extra 12-11-1888, p. 4. 

c. 11There is a satanic force propelling the Sunday movement, but 
it is concealed. Even the men who are engaged in the work, are 
themselves blinded to the results which will follow their 
movement ... RH 1-1-1889, p. 1; 7BC 975. 

5. Who actually is the chief master-mind of Sunday legislation? 

a. 11 Not a move has been made in exalting the idol sabbath, in 
bringing around Sunday observance through legislation, but 
Satan has been behind it, and has been the chief worker ... 
7BC 977. 

b. 11 When the legislature frames laws which exalt the first day of 
the week, and put it in the place of the seventh day, the device 
of Satan wi 11 be perfected. 11 7BC 976. 

c. 11This false sabbath is to be enforced by an oppressive law. 
Satan and his angels are wide awake and intensely active, 
working with energy and perseverance through human instrumen
talities to bring about his purpose of obliterating from the 
minds of men the knowledge of God. 11 7BC 985; RH 12-13-1892. 

6. Upon whom does a Sunday law cast contempt? 

"A more decided effort wi 11 be made to ex a 1 t the fa 1 se sabbath, 
and to cast contempt upon God Himself by supplanting the day He 
has blessed and sanctified. This false sabbath is to be en
forced by an oppressive law. 11 7BC 985. 

7. Are we to expect Sunday laws in certain states only or will the United 
States Congress take legislative action? 

a. 11 0ur land is in jeopardy. The time is drawing on when its leg
islators shall so abjure the principles of Protestantism as to 
give countenance to Romish apostasy. The people for whom God 
has so marvelously wrought, strengthening them to throw off the 
galling yoke of popery, will by a national act give vigor to the 
corrupt faith of Rome, and thus arouse the tyranny which only 
waits for a touch to start again into cruelty and despotism ... 
4SP 410 (1884); ST 7-17-1907, p. 7. 

b. 11 We see that efforts are being made to restrict our religious 
liberties. The Sunday question is now assuming large propor
tions. An amendment to our Constitution is being urged in Con
gress, and when it is obtained, oppression must follow." RH 
12-18-1888, p. 786 (See also 5T 711). 
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c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 
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"There is soon to open before us a period of overwhelming in
terest to all living. The controversies of the past are to be 
revived; new controversies will arise. The scenes to be enacted 
in our world are not yet even dreamed of. Satan is at work 
through human agencies. Those who are making an effort to change 
the Constitution and secure a law enforcing Sunday observance 
little realize what will be the result. A crisis is just upon 
us." ST 753. 

"When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its govern
ment as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act 
join hands with popery." ST 712. 

"A great crisis awaits the people of God. Very soon our nation 
will attempt to enforce upon all, the observance of the first 
day of the wee~ as a sacred day. In doing this, they will not 
scruple to compel men against the voice of their own conscience 
to observe the day the nation declares to be the Sabbath." RH 
Extra 12-11-1888, p. 4. 

"When the law of God has.been made void, and apostasy becomes a 
national sin, the Lord will work in behalf of His people ... RH 
Extra 12-24-1889, p. 3. 

"By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in viola
tion of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully 
from righteousness." ST 451. 

8. Will the United States continue to be a favored nation after she has 
legally set aside the law of God? 

a. "The people of the United States have bee~ a favored people; but 
when they restrict religious liberty, surrender Protestantism, 
and give countenance to popery, the measure of their guilt will 
be full, and 'national apostasy' will be registered in the 
books of heaven. 11 RH 5-2-1893, p. 274. 

b. 11 
••• So may this apostasy be a sign to us that the limit of 

God's forbearance is reached, that the measure of our nation's 
iniquity is full •••• " 5T 451. 

9. What will be the result of this national apostasy? 

a. "A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, 
to be made void in our land. The rulers of our nation will, by 
legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus God's 
people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its 
legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences 
of men in regard to their reiigious privileges, enforcing Sun
day observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against 
those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to 
all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national 
apostasy will be followed by national ruin." RH 12-18-1888, p. 
785; 7BC 977. 
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b. "It is at the time of the national apostasy, wh.en acting on the 
policy of Satan, the rulers of the land will rank themselves on 
the side of the man of sin,--it is then the measure of guilt is 
full; the national apostasy is the signal for national ruin." 
GCB 1891, p. 259. 

c. "The result of this apostasy will be national ruin ... RH 5-2-
1893, p. 274. 

d. "Protestants will work upon the rulers of the land to make laws 
to restore the lost ascendancy of the man of sin, who sits in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Roman Cath
olic principles will be taken under the care and protection of 
the state. This national apostasy will speedily be followed by 
national ruin. . • • The Protestant governments will reach a 
strange pass. They will be converted to the world. They will 
also, in their separation from God, work to make falsehood and 
apos.tasy from God the law of the nation .... RH 6-15-1897, p. 370. 

e. "When Protestant churches shall unite with the secular power to 
sustain a false religion, for opposing which their ancestors 
endured the fiercest persecution, then will the papal sabbath 
be enforced by the combined authority of church and state. 
There will be a national apostasy, which will end only in nat
ional ruin... Ev 235 (1899). 

f. "When Protestant-churches shall seek the support of the secular 
power, thus following the example of that apostate church,·for 
opposing which their ancestors endured the fiercest persecution, 
then will there be a national apostasy which will end only in 
national ruin." 4SP 410 (1884); ST 7-17-1907, p. 7. 

g. "When the Protestant churches shall unite with the secular 
power to sustain a false religion, •.. when the state shall 
use its power to enforce the decrees and sustain the institu
tions of the church--then will Protestant America have formed 
an image to the papacy, and there will be a ·national apostasy 
which will end only in national ruin." ST 3-22-1910; 7BC 976. 

10. How does Protestant America form an image of the beast? 

a. "When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon 
. such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall 

influence the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their 
institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an image 
of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties 
upon dissenters will inevitably result." GC 445 (See also 4SP 
278). 

b. 11 In the very act of enforcing a religious duty by secular power, 
the churches would themselves form an image to the beast; hence 
the enforcement of Sunday-keeping in the United States would be 
an enforcement of the worship of the beast and his image." 
GC 449. 
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11 .. · _Wj lr the enforcement of Su,t;id~aY::-I<e~pf~gJ the _forming,of ·an image to the 
' · bea,~'t}"i n the~ un; t'e~ s_ta:t~s·' fo'll,owrqr, precede the, cyo~e· o( ,probation? 
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~ ~r:·~.: -,a.:·· 1'Jhe\6rd:ha~. shbwn me· c'l~al-lY'that· the 'imag~>oi' .the beast will 
l; -~~~ ·,. ~e~t9_rmea."bet'qr'e,:.pro9a~jp~',"fiC>~¢1; 'fti~ }f,,J.~',tg:<ti~:_the great 

test for the people of Go·d .. ·: . ThH 1s· the., test. that the 
peop 1 e of God must have before they are sealed. "- · '7BC 976 • 

12. 

.. ·_ -·t;, t - ~-.,. V • '";h;: ,_.~~~). \_..•..... ~ .rl~,...-1 I :f''..ll ..-.~ .:;_,_-~ ::·~.':.":- ·."'"";._~ -:·•{ 
11 By' the 'decree enforcing lhe" institul'ion "of the~'papacy 'in' viola-' 

, , tion.of, the law of,God, our nation wi.l~ disconnect .. herself 
'fully'from ri.ghtebusriess": ) Wh~h~ Protes·tanti sm 'sha.ll_. stretch her 
hand across the .. ·6ulf to grasp''.the~hand of th'e Roman, power, when 
she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands ·t.ki:h"Spiritualism, 

, when,_. unde;r. the. i 11fl u.ence, ,9f .Jh:i s. th,reJ:!fo 1 d ,l,lnion, .our country 
snall r,epud'jate'every- .priric;I:n,e of its: Constituti.on. as a Prot~ 

,. ';J' . estant and republ.ican ·gdveri"\m~nt~ and 'shaJl .. ma·ke provision for 
:. . _the p,ropaga_ti on. o,f p~pa.1 ,fa~ s~~oo'ds ~ an. a_ de T~~d ons ,"then we may 

' know· .that the. time h-as'"'coine for ·the''niarvelhu's working of Satan 
and that ·the··e.nd·is'near·:·'~-·- ·~ :<;~;:;,', ~:·_.>;:·" 7 • :--·, 

11As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disciples 
of the· imp_en~irig ·destruc~i.?ri o_f Jerusalem, 'so may this apostasy 
be a sign to us that the l1mit of God's forbearance is reached, 
that the measure :of our nation's iniquity is ·full ; and that the 
angel of mercy is about to take her flight, never to return. 11 

5T 451. -: . . · · ~ 

:-, --.~·'-:c:· ,;Anna ·~·vi'~ions .. pHice' tile forming ·of the"' imagi irf the beast 
after probation closes."~ This is •riot so:· You claim to believe 
the .testimonies; _let thenf .set you right. on :this point. The 

. Lora has shown me clea~_ly ·that' the image 9f the ·beast wi 11 be 
· ·formed before probatfon' closes;~ for:·it'iS to oe the great test 

" : for 'the ~eoplE!'Qf:God, ~lfy which ~their eterna-t'destiny will be 
.. , · .de~ide_d. ', ·. _2S~ ~81 .. ' _· ... ~~:> . c~"/~ · \;; -~~-" . ;: ·~'' .,..~ .. ~;·' ~ ': ;~ ·i 

· I.n ·view of''lhe "anti ci'pated sunda;Y:~leg1 slatHirP;<wtiat ·are~ city-dwe 11 i ng 
Adven~i,s~t\ !Jrged ~o ,.do a_s s~-~n, il;~(,~pqs.~i,.~J,e;}: ,~ ~~->~ • .; ,,. . 

a. ·i•He wants '"us' to ;1 l've wher"e ·we can hav~3~elb'ow:room.·: His people 
are· rwf to crowd 'into··~the' ci'ties. ; ·He wan:ts··~tti'eni··to' take their 

·"famiJies out ,of 'ttte 'cftii,s, :;th"at, ·theY. irfay be'tte'r _pr,epare for 
eternal'~life;.O· In'a.'littl~Lwhi"le'~they w5:ll'have to leave the 
citi'es. -:_- . . Ge.t1 o\Jt of(rt'h'e'. ~ci fies"'~cis s'oori as 'poss i b 1 e. . . 

~"'2s·M '356~- tt% · .. · · ,,,. ~ ... ,_._. .• ~,: >. ·• · ·:< ; .. :.:.:<' 
<'·:..{- ~- : t.:t ."':(il!: . ,_ ~-- . ;) i.-:· ~ _,. .i,.· ~:.~ ·~,-~ 

'.')) .-· 
11A; drisi:s·::; s scibrf to 'dime·"in'?'regar:'& to ~the' 'observance of Sunday. 

~ . ~ ·: .~: · : · if>)n the''ph)vi de'rice;·o{'God) we can_ secure· places away 
r;:' · fromlhe cities,·the"'LorcPwoulCI 'fia've us.do· tn'is' .. There are 

• r ~' ~.troublou's'':t1m¢s. 'b~fore':us\ •, '-~-.f ... L. I: see the !lece'ssity of making 
haste to get all things ready'for the crisis: .. 2SM 359. 
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"As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies was the signal 
for flight to the Judean Christians, so the assumption of power 
on the part of our nation in the decree enforcing the papal 
sabbath will be a warning to us .. It will then be time to leave 
the large cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for 
retired homes in secluded places among the mountains." 5T 
464, 465. 

14. How are we to spend Sundays after the Sunday laws have been passed? 

a. "Seventh-day Adventists were to show their wisdom by refraining 
from their ordinary work on that day, devoting it to missionary 
effort. 

"To defy the Sunday laws will but strengthen in their persecu
tion the religious zealots who are seeking to enforce them. 
·Give them no occasion to call you lawbreakers. . • • One does 
not receive the mark of the beast because he shows that he 
realizes the wisdom of keeping the peace by refraining from work 
that gives offence. . . • 

"Whenever it is possible, let religious services be held cin 
Sunday. . . . Let the teachers in our schools devote Sunday 
to missionary effort." 9T 232, 233. 

b. "Make no demonstration on Sunday in defiance of the law." 9T 235. 

c. "At one time those in charge of our school at Avondale inquired 
of me saying: 'What shall we do? The officers of the law have 
been commissioned to arrest those working on Sunday.' Ire
plied: 'It will be very easy to avoid that difficulty. Give 
Sunday to the Lord as a day for doing missionary work. Take the 
students out to hold meetings in different places, and to do 
medical missionary work. They will find the people at home and 
will have a splendid opportunity to present the truth. This way 
of spending Sunday is always acceptable to the Lord." 9T 238. 

d. "While we were living at Cooranbong, where the Avondale school 
is established, .•. the Sunday labor question came up for 
consideration. It seemed as if the lines were soon to be drawn 
so tightly about us that we should not be able to work on Sun
day. Our school was situated in the heart of the woods, far 
from any village or railway station. No one was living near 
enough to be disturbed in any way by anything we might do. 
Nevertheless we were watched. The officers were urged to ob
serve what we were doing on the school premises; and they did 
come, but they did not appear to notice those who were at work. 
Their confidence and respect for our people had been so won 
by the work we had done for the sick in that community that 
they did not wish to interfere w.ith our harmless labor on Sunday. 

"At another time when our brethren were threatened with persecu
tion and were questioning in regard to what they should do, I 
gave the same advice that I _had given in answer to the question 
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concerning the use of Sunday for games. I said, 'Employ Sunday 
in doing missionary work for God. Teachers, go with your 
students. • • . . 

"Let the, teachers in our schools devote Sunday to missionary 
·effort. 11 CT 549-551. 

15. What should be our attitude today? How should we work and pray? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

"We are not doing the will of God if we sit in quietude, doing 
nothing to preserve liberty of conscience. Fervent, effectual 
prayer should be ascending to heaven that this calamity may be 
deferred until we can accomplish the work which has so long been 
neglected. Let there be most earnest prayer, and then let us 
work in harmony with our prayers. It may appear that Satan is 
triumphant and that truth is overborne with falsehood and error; 
.•• But God would have us recall His dealings with His people 
in the past to save them from their enemies. He has always 
chosen extremities, when there seemed no possible chance for 
deliverance from Satan's workings, for the manifestation of His 
power. Man's necessity is God's opportunity ... · 51 714. 

"We should diligently study the word of God, and pray in faith 
that God will restrain the powers of darkness; for as yet the 
message has gone to comparatively few, and the world .is to be 
lightened with its glory. The present truth--the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus--has not yet been sounded as it 
must be. • • • We must take a firm stand that we will not 
reverence the first day of the week as the Sabbath •••• 11 

RH Extra 12-24-1889, p. 2. 

uwe have been looking many years for a Sunday law to be enacted 
in our land; and now that the movement is.right upcn us, we ask, 
What are our·people going to do in the matter? • • . • We 
should especially seek God for grace and power to be given His 
people now. God lives; and we do not believe that the time 
has fully come when He would have our liberties restricted. 
The prophet saw 'four angels standing on the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should 
not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.• Another 
angel ascending from the east, cried to them, saying, 'Hurt not 
the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 
the servants of our God in their foreheads.' Thjs points.out 
the work we now have to do, which is to cry to God for the angels 
to hold the four winds until missionaries shall be sent to all 
parts of the world, and shall have proclaimed the warning 
against disobeying the 1 aw of Jehovah." RH Extra 12-11-1888, 
p. 4, 5. 

11A vast responsibility is devolving upon men and women of 
prayer throughout the land, to petition that God may sweep back 
this cloud of evil, and give a few more years of grace to work 
for the Master." RH Extra 12-11-1888, p. 4. 
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"We see that those who are now keeping the corimandinents of God 
need to bestir themselves, that they may obtain the special 
help which God alone can give them. They should work more 
earnestly to delay as long as possible the threatened calamity ... 
RH 12-18-1888, p. 785.-

"If they do nothing to disabuse the minds of the people, and 
through ignorance of the truth our legislatures should abjure 
the principles of Protestantism, and give countenance and sup
port to the Roman fallacy, the spurious sabbath, God will -hold 
His people who have had great light, responsible for their lack 
of diligence and faithfulness. · But if the subject of religious 
legislation is judiciously and intelligently laid before the 
people; and they see that through Sunday enfcrcerrent to Roman 
apostasy would be re-enacted by the Christian world, and that 
the tyranny of past ages would be repeated, then whatever comes, 
we shall have done our duty ... RH Extra 12-24-1889, p. 3. 
11 Let not theconmandment-keeping people of God be silent at this 
time, as though we gracefully accepted the situation. There is 
the prospect before us of waging a continuous war, at the ri~k 
of impri-sonment, of losing property and even life itself, to 
defend the law of God, which is being made void by the laws of 
men." RH 1-1-1889, p. 1; 7BC 975. 

11 1 do hope that the .trumpet will give a certain sound in regard 
to this Sunday-law movement. I think that it would be best if 
in our papers the subject of the perpetuity of the law of God 
were made a specialty. . . • l~e should now be doing our very 
best to defeat this Sunday law." CW 97, 98 {1906). 
11There are many who are at ease, who are, as it were, asleep. 
They say, 'If prophecy has foretold the enforcement of Sunday 
observance, the law will surely be enacted;' and having come to 
this conclusion, they sit down in _calm expectation of the event, 
comforting themselves with the· thought that God will protect 
His people in the day of trouble. But God will not save us if · 
we make no effort to do the work He has committed to our 
charge. 11 RH Extra 12-24-1889, p. 2. 

"Those whc ha.ve been warned of the events before them are not 
to sit in calm expectation of the coming storm, comforting them
selves that the Lord will shelter His faithful ones in the day 
of trouble. We are to be as men waiting for their Lord, not in 
idle expectancy, but in earnest work, with unwavering faith. 
It is no time now to allow our minds to be engrossed with things 
of minor importance. . . . The Sunday movement is now making 
its way in darkness. The leaders are concealing the true issue, 
and many who unite in the movement do not themselves see whither 
the under-current is tending. Its professions are mild, and 
apparently Christian; but when it shall speak, it will reveal 
the spirit of the dragon. It is our duty to do all in our 
power to avert the threatened danger. He should endeavor to dis
arm prejudice by placing ourselves in a proper light before the 
people. We should bring before them the real question at issue, 
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thus interposing the most effectual protest against measures 
to restrict liberty of conscience. We should search the Scrip
tures, and be able to give the reason for our faith." RH Extra 
12-11-1888, p. 4. 

k. "Patriarchs and Prophets, Daniel and the Revelation, -and The 
Great Controversy are needed now as never before. They s~d 
be w1dely c1rculated because the truths they emphasize will open 
many blind eyes. . . • Many of our people have been blind to 
the importance of the very books that were most needed. Had 
tact and skill then been shown in the sale of these books, the 
Sunday-law movement would not be where it is today." CM 123; 
RH 2-16-1905. 

1. "We cannot labor to please men who will use their influence to 
repress religious liberty, and to set in operation oppressive 
measures to lead or compel their fellow men to keep Sunday as 
the Sabbath. The first day of the week is not a day to be 
reverenced. It is a spurious sabbath, and the members of the 
Lord's family cannot participate with the men who exalt this 
day, and violate the law of God by trampling upon His Sabbath. 
The people of God are not to vote to place such men in office; 
for when they do this, they are partakers with them of the sins 
which they co1110it while in office." FE 475; GW 391, 392. 
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IV 

THE UNIVERSAL SUNDAY LAW 

1. What does the Bible say about the world-wide resurgence of Roman Cath
olic influence before the end of time? Rev. 13:3, 8. 

2. What favored nation will lead out in the enforcement of Sunday observance? 

a. "This very class put forth the claim that the fast-spreading 
corruption is largely attributable to the desecration of the 
so-called 'Christian sabbath,' and that the enforcement of Sun
day observance would greatly improve the morals of society. 
This claim is especially urged in America, where the doctrine 
of the true Sabbath has been most widely preached ... GC 587. 

b. 11 Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. 
Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our 
people in all parts of the world. 11 6T 395. 

3. How many nations will follow the example of the United States? 

a. 11As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with 
~he papacy in forcing the conscience and compelling men to 
honor the false sabbath, the people of every country on the 
globe will be led to follow her example... 6T 18 (See GCB 
1-28-1893). 

b. 11 
• She made a 11 nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication.' Rev. 14:6-8. How is this done? By forcing men 
to accept a spurious Sabbath ... 8T 94. 

c. 11The Sabbath question is to be the issue in the great final 
conflict in.which all the world will act a part." 6T 352. 

4. What one world religion, in particular, is concerned with enforcing 
Sunday observance? 

a. 11As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy 
throughout Christendom, and religious and secular authorities 
have combined to enforce the observance of Sunday, the per~ 
sistent refusal of a small m~nority to yield to the popular 
demand will make them objects of universal execration." GC 615. 

b. 11All Christendom will be divided into two great classes, those 
who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and 
those who worship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark ... GC 450; 9T 16; 2SM 55. 

5. What will happen to Seventh-day Adventists who cannot comply with the 
Sunday law? 

a. 11The decree enforcing the worship of this day is to go forth 
to all the world. • . • Trial and persecution will come to 
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c. 

all who, in obedience to the Word of God, refuse to worship 
this false sabbath." 7BC 976. 

"The whole world is to be stirred with enmity against Seventh
day Adventists, because they will not yield homage to the 
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papacy, by honoring Sunday, the instituti~n of this antichristian 
power. It is the purpose of Satan to cause them to be blotted 
from the earth, in order that his supremacy of the world may 
not be disputed." TM 37; RH 8-22-1893. 

"The powers of earth, uniting to war against the coll11landments 
of God, will decree that 'all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond' (Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the 
customs of the church by the observance of the false sabbath. 
All who refuse compliance will be visited with civil penalties, 
and it will finally be declared that they are deserving of 
death." GC 604: 

6. What effect will the false revival have upon most nominal Christians? 

"They declared that they had the truth; that miracles were 
among them; that great power and signs and wonders were per
formed among them; and that was the temporal millennium that 
they had been expecting so long. The whole world was converted 
and in hannony with the Sunday law." Letter 6, 1884. 

7 • . What two opposing marks will be received by the two groups of people in 
the world when Sunday-keeping is enforced by law? 

a. "While the observance of the false sabbath in compliance with 
the law of the state, contrary· to the fourth commandment, will 
be an avowal of allegiance to a power that is in opposition to 
God, the keeping of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God's law, 
is an evidence of- loyalty to the Creator. · While one class, by 
accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive the 
mark of the beast, the other, choosing the token of allegiance 
to divine authority, receive the seal of God ... GC 605. 

b. "Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The 
powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments of God, 
will decree that 'all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond' (Reve.lation 13:16}, shall conform to the customs of 
the church by the observance of the false sabbath. All who 
refuse compliance will be visited with civil penalties, and it 
will finally be declared that they are deserving of death. On 
the other hand, the law of God enjoining the Creator's rest day 
demands obedience and threatens wrath against all who trans
gress its precepts. 

"With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall 
trample upon God's law to obey a human enactment receives the 
mark of the beast •.•. " GC 604. 

8. What relationship does the universal Sunday law bear to the close of 
probation? 
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a. "God gives nations a certain time of probation... 4BC 1143. 

b. "With unerring accuracy the Infinite One sti 11 keeps an account 
with all nations. While His mercy is -tendereds with calls to 
repentance, this account will remain open; but when the figures 
reach a certain amount which God has fixed, the ministry of His 
wrath commences. The account is closed. Divine patience 
ceases. There is no more pleading of mercy in their behalf." 
5T 208. 

c. 'iGod keeps a record with t .he nations: the figures are swelling 
against them in the books of heaven; and when it shall have 
become a law that the transgression of the first day of the 
week shall be met with punishments then their cup will be full." 
7BC 910. 

d. · "When the accumu 1 a ted figures in heaven's record books sha 11 
mark the sum of transgression completes wrath will come, un
mixed with mercys and then it will be seen what a tremendous 
thing it is to have worn out the divine patience. This crisis 
will be reached when the nations shall unite in making void 
God's law." 5T 524. 

e. "This earth has almost reached the place where God will permit 
the destroyer to work his will upon it. The substitution of 
the laws of men for the law of Gods the exaltations by merely 
human authority, of Sunday in place of the Bible Sabbath, is the 
last act in the drama. When this substitution becomes univer
sal, God will reveal Himself. He will arise in His majesty to 
shake terribly the earth. He will come out of His place to 
punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity, and 
the earth shall disclose her blood and shall no more cover her 
slain. 11 7T 141. 

f. "The substitution of the false for the true is the last act in 
the drama. When this substitution becomes universal, God will 
reve~l Himself. When the laws of men are exalted above the 
laws of Gods when the powers of this earth try to force men to 
keep the first day of the weeks know that the time has come for 
God to work. He will arise in His majesty, and will shake 
terribly the earth. He will come out of His place to punish 
the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity ... 7BC 980. 

9. Do all Seventh-day Adventists believe that the universal Sunday law will 
be passed before probation's close? 

No, they do not. Some students of the Bible and the Spirit of 
Prophecy expect that Sunday legislation will not become universal 
until some time after the close of probation. 

The quotations listed under question 8 above are interpreted in 
this way. Another supporting statement used is: "When Jesus 
leaves the most holy, His restraining Spirit is withdrawn from 
rulers and people. They are left to the control of evil angels. 
Then such laws will be made by the counsel and direction of 
Satan, that unless time should be very shorts no flesh could be 
saved." 1T 204. 
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THE LITTLE TIME OF TROUBLE 

(Before Probat.ion's Close) 

(25) 

1. What has often been the lot of God's children in_ the past? 2 Tim. 3:12; 
John 15:20; 16:2; Dan. 7:25; Rev. 13:7. 

2. Has Satan changed or is he still a persecutor? Rev. 12:13, 17. 

3. What specific perplexities will Satan bring upon the saints in the 
future? Rev. 13:15-17. 

4. When do these troubles begin, in relationship to the close of probation? 

a. "I saw that God has children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. 
They have not rejected the light upon it. And at the commence
ment of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost 
as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully." EW 33. 

b. "'The conmencement of the time of trouble,' here mentioned, does 
not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured 
out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, 
while Christ is in the sanctuary." EW 85. · 

5. What is one of the principal causes of this time of trouble? 

a. "God's Sabbath will be trampled under foot, and a false sabbath 
will be exalted. In a Sunday law there is possibility for great 
sufferin~ to those who observe the seventh day. The working out 
of Satan s plans will bring persecution to the people of God. 
But the faithful- servants of God need not.fear the outcome of 
the conflict." 2SM 375. 

b. "If popery or its principles shall again be legislated into 
power, the fires of persecution will be rekindled against those 
who will not sacrifice conscience and the truth in deference to 
popular errors. This evil is on the point of realization." 
5T 712. 

6. Will God's people be persecuted for Sunday-breaking or for Sabbath-keeping? 

a. 11The Protestant world today see in the little company keeping 
the Sabbath a Mordecai in the gate. His character and conduct, 
expressing reverence for the law of God, are a constant rebuke 
to those who have cast off the fear of the lord and are trampling 
upon His Sabbath; the unwelcome intruder must by some means be 
put out of the way. 11 ST 450. 

b. "God's people will feel the hand of persecution because they 
keep holy the seventh day ... 7BC 975; 9T 229. 
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c. "Let there be a revival of the faith and power of the early 
church, and the spirit of persecution will be revived, and the 
fires of persecution will be rekindled... GC 48. 

7. How bitter will hatred of Seventh-day Adventists become? 
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a. 11Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be denounced as enemies 
of law and order, as breaking down the moral restraints of 
society, causing anarchy and corruption, and calling down the 
judgments of God upon the earth. Their conscientious scruples 
will be pronounced obstinacy, stubbornness, and contempt of 
authority. They will be accused of disaffection toward the 
government. Ministers who deny the obligation of the divine 
law will present from the pulpit the duty of yielding obedience 
to the civil authorities as ordained of God. In legislative 
halls and courts of justice, commandment keepers will be mis
represented and condemned. A false coloring will be given to 
their words; the worst construction will be put upon their 
motives ... GC 592 (See also PK 183, 184}. 

b. "Before the warfare shall be ended and the victory won, we as 
a people are to experience trials similar to those of Paul. We 
shall encounter the same hardness of heart, the same cruel de
termination, the same unyielding hatred. • • • Persecution 
will again be kindled against those who are true to God; their 
motives will be impugned, their best efforts misinterpreted, 
their names cast out as evil •.•• God would have His people 
prepared for the soon-coming crisis. Prepared or unprepared, 
we must all meet it. 11 SLP 251, 252. 

c. 11There will come a time when, because of our advocacy of Bible 
truth, we shall be treated as traitors. 11 6T 394. 

d. ..Wealth, ·genius, education, will combine to cover them with 
contempt. Persecuting rulers, ministers, and church members 
will conspire against them. With voice and pen, by boasts, 
threats, and ridicule, they will seek to overthrow their faith. 11 

5T 450. 

8. What organizations will make it extremely difficult for Adventists to 
long continue their work in the cities? 

a. "The trades unions will be one of the agencies that will bring 
upon this earth a time of trouble such as has not been since 
the world began ... 2SM 142. 

b. ..Because of these unions and confederacies, it will soon be very 
difficult for our institutions to carry on their work in the 
cities. My warning is: Keep out of the cities. Build no san
itariums in the cities ... 25M 142. 

c. "A few men will combine to grasp all the means to be obtained 
in certain lines of business. Trades unions will be formed, and 
those who refuse to join these unions will be marked men." 
25M 142. 
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d. 11The time is fast coming when the controlling power of the 
labor unions will be very oppressive. Again and again the Lord 
has instructed that our peopJe are to.take their families away 
from the cities, into the country, where they can raise their 
own provisions; for in the future the problem of buying and 
se 11 i ng will be a very serious one." 2SM 141. 

9. As time ~rogresses what official decree will go forth concerning buying 
and sellmg? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

"In the last great conflict in the controversy with Satan those 
who are loyal to God will see every earthly support cut off. 
Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthly 
powers, they will be forbidden to buy or se11. 11 DA 121, 122. 

11Satan says •.• 'For fear of \':ani·ing food and clothing, they 
will join with lhe world in transgressing God's law. The earth 
will be wholly under my dominion."' PK 183, 184 (See also ST 
152) • 

.. Hoarded wealth will soon be worthless. When the decree shall 
go forth that none shall buy or sell except they have the mark 
of the beast, very much means will be of no avail. God calls 
for us now to do all in our power to send forth the warning to. 
the world. 11 RH 3-21-1878, p. 91. · 

11The time is coming when we cannot sell at any price. The 
decree will soon go forth prohibiting men to buy or sell of any 
man save him that hath the mark of the beast. We came near 
having this realized in california a short time since; but this 
was only the threatening of the blowing of the four winds. As 
yet they are held by the four angels. We are not just ready. 
There is a work yet to be done, and then the angels will be 
bidden to let go, that the four winds may blow upon the earth. 
That will be a decisive time for God's children, a time of 
trouble such as never was since there was a nation. Now is 
our opportunity to work." 5T 152. 

10. What additional law will be enacted before the close of probation? 
11Wonderful events are soon to open before the world. The end of 
all things is at hand. The time of trouble is about to come 
upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go forth 
forbidding those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, 
and threatening them with punishment, and even death, if they do 
not observe the first day of the week as the Sabbath. 

11 'And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time •.•• 111 RH 11-19-1908, p. 5. 

11. How will some young people be treated by their own parents? 

.. Conscientious obedience to the wora of God will be treated as 
rebellion. Blinded by Satan, the parent will exercise harsh-
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ness and severity toward the believing child; the master or mis
tress will oppress the commandment-keeping servant. Affection 
will be alienated; children wil1 be disinherited and driven 
from home." ·Gc 608. 

12. How will some be dealt with by judicial courts? 

a. "And all who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law of 
Jehovah must be prepared to be arrested, to be brought before 
councils that have not for their standard the high and holy law 
of God." RH 12-26-1899, p. 83; 7BC 977. 

b. "The tender mercies of this power will be displayed in prison 
cells and dungeons. Already preparations are advancing, and 
movements are in progress, which wil.l result in making an image 
to the beast." RH 4-23-1889, p. 257. 

c. "As the defenders of truth refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath, 
some of them will be thrust into prison, some will be exiled, 
some will be treated as slaves. To human wisdom, all this now 
seems impossible; but as the restraining Spirit of God shall be 
withdrawn from men, and they shall be under the control of 
Satan, who hates the divine precepts, there will be strange 
developments. The heart can be very cruel when God's fear and 
love are removed." GC 608. 

13. Is it possible that some may make the supreme sacrifice? 

a. "There is a prospect before us of a continued struggle, at the 
risk of imprisonment, loss of property, and even of life itself, 
to defend the law of God." 5T 712. 

b. ''As he · influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in 
the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to 
destroy the people of God. Men will be required to render obed
ience to human edicts in violation of the divine law. 

"Those who are true to God will be menaced, denounced, proscribed. 
They will be 'betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kins
folk, and friends,• even unto death." PK 587, 588. 

14. Will those who are cond~mned for their faith be afraid of the prison cell 
or even of death itself? 

a. "If we are called to suffer for Christ's sake, we shall be able 
to go to prison trusting in Him as a little child trusts in its 
parents. Now is the time to cultivate faith in God." OHC 357. 

b. "We are not to have the courage and fortitude of martyrs of old 
until brought into the position they were in. • . • Should 
there be a return of persecution there would be grace given to 
arouse every energy of the soul to show a true heroism." OHC 125. 

c. "The disciples were not endowed with the courage and fortitude 
of the martyrs until such grace was needed." DA 354. 
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d. "When for the truth's sake the believer stands at the bar of the 
unrighteous tribunals, Christ stands by his side .... When 
one is incarcerated in prison walls, Christ ravishes the heart 
with His love. When one suffers death for His sake, Christ says, 
'I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, ... and have the keys of hell and of death. • Rev. 
1:8. The life that is sacrificed for Me is preserved unto 
eternal glory." DA 669. 

15. Who will be the devil's most efficient agents in the misrepresentation and 
accusation of Adventists? 

"Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the 
truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They 
become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When 
Sabba thkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their 
faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to 
misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinua
tions·to stir up the rulers against them." GC 608. 

16. What two powerful Christian groups will unite to persecute the advocates 
of truth? 

a. "The professed Protestant world wi 11 form a confederacy with 
the man of sin. . • . The Scriptures teach that popery is to 
regain its lost supremacy, and that the fires of persecution 
will be rekindled .•.. " 7BC 975. · 

b. "Many will plead that there is no prospect that popery wi.ll 
ever be revived. If it shall regain its lost ascendancy, it 
will be by Prates tanti sm • s giving it the right hand of fe 11 ow
ship. If it shall be legislated int6 pdwer by the concessions 
of time-serving men, the fires of persecutionwill be rekindled 
against those who \'Ji 11 not sacrifice con sci erice and the truth 
for the errors of the papacy. Once let. the minds of the Christ
ian world be turned away from God; let His law be dishonored 
and His holy day tramp 1 ed' upon, and they wi 11 be. ready to take 
any step where Sa tan may ·1 ead the way. " RH 1-1-1889, p. 1 . 

c. ''The church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and, in 
this work, papists and Protestants unite." GC 607. 

d. "All who will not bow to the decree of the national .councils 
and obey the national laws to exalt the sabbath instituted by 
the man of sin, to the disregard of G.od's holy day, will feel, 
not the oppressive power of popery alone, but of the Protestant 
world, the image of the beast." 2SM 380. 

e. "The popular ministry, like the Pharisees of old, filled with 
anger as their authority is questioned, will denounce the mes
sage as of Satan and stir up the sin-loving multitudes to revile 
and persecute those who proclaim it." GC 607. 

f~ "Protestants are working in disguise to bring Sunday to the 
front, as did the Romanists. Throughout the land the papacy 
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is piling up her lofty and massive structures, in the secret 
recesses of which her former persecutions are to be repeated." 
5T 449, 450 (See also GC 581). 

17. Will this persecution be uniform everywhere? 
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"As long as the message of mercy is to be given to the world, 
there will be a call for effort in behalf of other institutions 
and enterprises similar to that for the relief of our schools. 
And as long as probation continues, there will be opportunity 
for the canvasser to work. When the religious denominations 
unite with the papacy to .oppress God's people, places where 
there is religious freedom will be opened by evangelistic can
vassing. If in one place the persecution becomes severe, let 
the workers do as Christ has directed. 'When they persecute you 
in this city, flee ye into another.' If persecution comes there, 
go to still another place. God will lead His people, making 
them a blessing in many places. Were it not for persecution 
they would not be so widely scattered abroad to proclaim the 
truth." 6T 478. 

18. How will unsanctified church members be affected by the storm of ridi-
cule, trial and contempt? 

"As the ·storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith 
in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position, and join 
the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and par
taking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly 
the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared 
to choose the easy, popular side." GC 608. 

19. How will the "true sheep" react when persecution comes? 

"When the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true 
sheep will hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denying efforts 
will be put forth to save the lost, and many who have strayed 
from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The 
people of God will draw together and present to the enemy a 
united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy 
will cease; there will be no disputing as to who shall be ac
counted greatest." 6T 401. 

20. What mighty demonstration of the power of God will be seen throughout 
the world after persecution begins? 

"The 1 ove of Christ, the 1 ove of our brethren, wi 11 testify to 
the world that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Then 
will the message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, and 
the whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the Lord." 
6T 401. 

21. What should be our present attitude and conduct as we anticipate trouble 
ahead? 
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a. "Over and over the message has been given to me that we are not 
to say one word, not to publish one sentence, especially by way 
of personalities, unless positively essential in vindicating the 
truth, that will stir up our enemies against us and arouse their 
passions to a white heat. Our work will soon be closed up, and 
soon the time of troub 1 e, such as never was, wi 11 come- upon us, 
of which we have but little idea." 9T 241._ -

b. "Let everyone bear in mind that we are in no case· to invite per
secution. We are not to use harsh and cutting words. Keep them 
out of every article written, drop them out of every address 
given. Let the word of God do the cutting, the rebuking; let 
finite men hide and abide in Jesus Christ. • . . 

"There is to be a time of trouble such as never was since there 
was a nation." 9T 244. 

c. "The time is right upon us when persecution will come to those 
who proclaim the truth. The outlook is not flattering; but, 
notwithstanding this, let us not give up our efforts to save 
those ready to perish, for whose ransom the Prince ·Of heaven 
offered up His precious life. When one means fails, try another. 
Our efforts must not be dead and lifeless. As long as life is 
spared, let us work for God... 9T 227. 
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VI 

THE MIGHTY SIFTING 

1. What is the Bible teaching on the subject of the perseverance of the 
saints (once saved, always saved)? Is it possible for a genuine Christ
ian to lose his love for God? Matt. 24:13; 13:18-23; 1 Cor. 9:27; 10:12; 
Heb. 6:4-6; Ezek. 18:24; 2 Peter 2:20, 21. 

2. Does the Bible describe the apostasy of any particular individuals who 
once had God's approval? Ezek. 28:15; 2 Pet. 2:4; 1 Sam. 10:9; 28:15. 

3. Is apostatizing (the "shaking" of members out of God's church) limited to 
bygone centuries only? 

a. "The mighty shaking has corrmenced and will go on, and all will 
. be shaken out who are not willin9 to take a bold and unyielding 
stand for the truth, and to sacr1fice for God and His cause. 
The angel said, 'Think ye that any will be compelled to sacri
fice? No, no. It must be a free-will offering."' EW 50, 51 
( 1850). 

b. "I saw that we are now in the shaking time. Satan is working 
with all his power to wrest souls from the hand of Christ. 
lT 429 (1864). 

c. "God is now sifting His people, testing their purposes and 
their motives. Many will be but as chaff-~no wheat, no value 
in them." 4T 51 (1876). 

d. "We are in the shaking time, the time when everything that can 
be shaken will be shaken. The Lord will not excuse those who 
know the truth if they do not in word and deed obey His com
mands." 6T 332 (1900). 

e. "Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads-
it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into 
the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot 
be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared 
for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; 
the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, 
that we may know what is coming." 4BC 1161 (1902). 

f. "Even in our day there have been and will continue to be entire 
families who have once rejoiced in the truth, but who will lose 
faith because of calumnies and falsehoods brought to them in 
regard to those whom they have loved and with whom they have 
had sweet counsel. They opened their hearts to the sowing of 
tares; the tares sprang up among the wheat; they strengthened; 
the crop of wheat became less and less; and the precious truth 
lost its power to them. 11 TM 411. 

4. What experience of the near future will greatly increase the number of 
apostasies from the Seventh-day Adventist church? 
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a. "The time is not far distant when the test will come to every 
soul. The mark of the beast will by urged upon us. Those who 
have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to 
worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the 
powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, in
sult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is be
tween the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In
this time the gold will be se~arated from the dross in the 
church. 11 ST 81. 

b. "As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed 
faith in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon.their pos1tion, and join 
the ranks of the opposition. 11 GC 608. ·· · 

c. 11The work which the church has failed to do in a time of peace 
and prosperity she will have to do in a terrible crisis under 
most discouraging, forbidding circumstances. . . . And at that 
time the superficial, conservative class, whose influence has 
steadily retarded the progress of the work, will renounce the 
faith. . . . " ST 463. 

d. 11As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be 
seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to take up weapons 
of warfare will in times of real peril make it manifest that 
they have not built upon the solid rock; they will yield to 
temptation. Those who have had great light and precious priv
ileges, but have not improved them, wi 11, under one pretext or 
another, go out from us. 11 6T 400. · 

e. "In the absence of the persecution there have drifted into our 
ranks men who appear sound and their Christianity unquestionable, 
but who, if persecution should arise, would go out from us. 11 

Ev 360. 

5. Besides persecution, what other causes are there for the "shaking 11 of 
God's people? 

a. 11 I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen. and was shown 
that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth 
by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will 
have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and wi 11 1 ead 
him to exalt the standard and pour forth th~ straight truth. 
Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up 
against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's 
people." EW 270. 

b. 11 God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy l~rit, but there 
are those upcn whom it makes little impression, because it is 
imperfectly understood. When the shaking comes, by the intro
duction of false theories, these surface readers, anchored no
where, are like shifting sand. They slide into any position to 
suit the tenor of their fee 1 i ngs of bitterness. . . . 11 TM 112. 
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c. "Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken 
in the de 1 us ions of the enem~; they wi 11 give heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of dev1ls and will depart from the faith." 
6T 401. 

6. What expression does Mrs. ~hite use to describe this experience? 

"In the mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better 
able to measure the strength of Israel. The signs reveal that 
the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His fan is in 
His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor." 5T 80. 

7. Has our entire church membership ever been composed of true Christians? 

a. "From what has been shown me, there are not more than half of 
the young who profess religion and the truth who .have been 
truly converted." lT 158; MYP 131 (1857). 

b. "Names are ·registered upon the church books upon earth, but not 
in the book of life. I saw that there is not one in twenty of 
the youth who knows what experimental religion is." 1T 504; 
MYP 384 (1867). 

c. "In the last vision given me, I was shown the startling fact 
that but a small portion of those who now profess the truth 
will be sanctified by it and be saved." 1T 608 (1867). 

d. "I have stated before them that, from what was shown me, but a 
small number of those now professing to believe the truth would 
eventually be saved .... " 2T 445 (1870}. 

e. "I tell you not a few ministers who stand before the people to 
explain the Scriptures are defiled. Their hearts are corrupt, 
their hands unclean." 5T 78 (1882). 

f. "It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not 
one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books 
are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as 
verily without God and without hope in the world as the common 
sinner." ChS 41 (1893). 

8. In the days of ease and prosperity which we are now enjoying, what can we 
expect to develop in our church? 

a. "Prosperity multiplies a mass of professors. Adversity purges 
them out of the church." 4T 89. 

b. "Divisions will come in the church. Two parties will be deve
loped. The wheat and tares grow up together for the harvest." 
2SM ll4. 

9. When the "mighty sifting" takes place, what will become of the unconse
crated members of our church? 
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a. "When the day comes when .the law of God is made void, and the 
church is sifted by the fiery trials that are to try all t~at 
live upon the earth, a great proportion of those who are sup
posed to be genuine will give heed to seducing spirits, and will 
turn traitors and betray sacred trusts. They will prove our 
very worst persecutors." . 6BC 1065. 

b. "Many a star that we have admired for its brilliance will then 
go out in darkness." · PK 1B8 (See also ST 81). . 

c. "Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from 
places where we see only floors of rich wheat." ST 81. 

d. "The shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry leaves ... 
4T 89. 

e. "In the last so)emn work few great men will be engaged." ST 80. 

10. What percentage of our Seventh-day Adventist church membership will 
apostatize? · · 

a. "Soon God•s people will be tested by fiery trials, and the 
great proportion of those who now .appear to be genuine and true 
wi 11 prove to be base metal." ST 136 .. 

b. · "To stand in defense of truth and righteou$ness when the majority 
forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when .champions are 
few--this will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth 
from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and 
loyalty from their treason." ST 136. · 

c. "When the law of God is made void the church will be sifted by 
fiery trials, and· a larger proportion than ·we now anticipate, 
will give heed te seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. 11 

2SM 368; Ev 361. 

11. Will all unconsecrated Seventh-day Adventists beshaken out ~f the 
church in this period of trial before probation•s close? · -

"Those professed believers ·who come up to the time of trouble 
unprepared, will, in their despair, confess th-eir sins before 
all in words of burning anguish, while the wickedexult over 
their distress. The case of all such is hopeless. ·When Christ 
stands up, and leaves the most holy place, then the time of 
troub 1 e conmences, arid the case of every sou 1 ·is decided." 3SG 
134. 

12. Should our people be constantly reminded that persecution is coming and 
large numbers will apostatize? 

"There is a time of trouble coming to the people of God, but we 
are not to keep that constantly before the people, and rein them 
up to have a time of trouble beforehand. There is to be a shak
ing among God•s people, but this is not the present truth to 
carry to the churches. • . . " 1 SM 180; 2SM 13. 
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13. When the majority of our members withdraw, will the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church collapse? 

a. "The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. 
It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--the 
chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible 
ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place." 2SM 380. 

b. "The church is the depositary of the wealth of the riches of the 
grace of Christ, and through the church eventually will be made 
manifest the final and full display of the love of God to the 
world that is to be 1 i ghtened with its glory." TM 50. 

c. "The bulwarks of Satan will never triumph. Victory will at
tend the third angel's message. As the Captain of the Lord's 
host tore down the walls of Jericho, so will the Lord's com
mandment-keeping people triumph, and all opposing elements be 
defeated." TM 410. 

14. How will this "terrible ordeal" affect the outlook and attitude of .the 
loyal Adventists who remain in the church? 

a. "Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear 
sway, let persecution be kindled, and the halfhearted and hypo
critical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian 
will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter 
than in days of prosperity." GC 602. 

b. "Amidst the deepening shadows of earth's last great crisis, God's 
light will shine brightest, and the song of hope and trust will 

. be heard in clearest and loftiest strains." Ed 166. 

c. "When the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true 
sheep will hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denying efforts 
will be put forth to save the lost, and many who have strayed 
from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The 
peop 1 e of God will draw together and present to the enemy a 
united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy 
will cease; there will be no disputing as to who shall be ac
counted greatest. . . . Then will the message of the third angel 
swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be lightened with 
the glory of the Lord." 6T 401. 

15. What do these immovable Adventists now have in their foreheads? 

"Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads-
it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into 
the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot 
be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared 
for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; 
the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, 
that we may know what is coming." 4BC 1161. 
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16. As the message now swells to a loud cry, what will be the result? 

a. 11 Standard after standard was left to trai 1 in the dust as 
company after company from the Lord•s army joined the foe and 
tribe after tribe from the-ranks of the enemy united with the 
commandment-keeping people of God ... 8T 41. 
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b. 11The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken 
out and left by the way. The ca_reless and indifferent, who did 
not join with those who prized victory and sal va ti on enough to · 
perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and 
they were left behind in darkness, and their places were im
mediately filled by others taking ho 1 d of the truth and coming 
into the ranks .... EW 271 (See also lT 182). 

c. 11The Lord has faithful servants, who in the shaking, testing 
time will be dis"Closed to view. There ar_e precious ones now 
hidden who have _not bowed the knee to .Baal. . They IJave not had 
the light which has been shining in a concentrated blaze upon 
you. But it may be under a rough and uninviting-exterior the 
pure brightness of a genuine Christian character will be revealed. 
In the daytime we look toward heaven but do not see the stars. 
They are there, fixed in the firmament, but the eye cannot dis
tinguish them. In the night we behold their genuine lustre ... 
ST 80, 81. -

d ... Notwithstanding the agencies-comb1ned~gain~t the truth, a large 
number take their stand upon the Lord•s side ... - GC 612. 
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VII 

BEFORE RULERS AND KINGS 

1. By what means has God at times brought the gospel to the attention of 
the great men of earth? Matt. 10:17-20; Mark 13:9-11; Acts 5:21, 27; 
25:22; Phil. 1:12,13. 

2. Before whom will God's people be privileged to bear witness of their 
faith in the near future? 

a. "All who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law of Jehovah 
must be prepared.to be arrested, to be brought before councils 
that have not for their standard the high and holy law of God." 
7BC 977. 

b. "Many will have to stand in the legislative courts; some will 
have to stand before kings and before the learned of the earth, 
to answer for their faith." OHC 355. 

c. "The time is not far off when the people of God will be called 
upon to Sive their testimony before the rulers of the earth. 
Not one 1n twenty has a realization of what rapid strides we 
are making toward the great crisis in our history ...• " 
OHC 355. 

d. "They will have the privilege of bringing the light before those 
who are called the great men of the earth, and if you have 
studied the Bible, if you are ready to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear, your enemies will not be able to gainsay your wisdom." 
OHC 355. 

e. "Many wi 11 be ca 11 ed to speak before counci 1 s and in courts 
of justice, perhaps separately and alone. The experience which 
would have helped them in this emergency they have neglected to 
obtain, and their souls are burdened with remorse for wasted 
opportunities and neglected privileges." 5T 463. 

3. Will we be tested as groups or as individuals? 

a. "The members of the church will individually be tested and 
proved. They will be placed in circumstances where they will 

· be forced to bear witness for the truth." 5T 463. 

b. "It does not seem possible to us now that any should have to 
stand alone; but if God has ever spoken by me, the time will 
come when we shall be brought before councils and before thou
sands for His name's sake, and each one will have to give the 
reason of his faith. Then will come the severest criticism upon 
every position that has been taken for the truth. We need, then, 
to study the word of God, that we may know why we believe the 
doctrines we advocate." RH 12-18-1888, p. 786 (See also 5T 717 
and Ev 69). 
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4. Does this mean ministers only, or should every church member prepare to 
be publicly tested? · 

"Many ·will have to stand in the legislative courts; some will 
have to stand before kings and before the learned of the earth, 
to answer for their faith. . . . Let no one imagine that he 
has no need to study, because he is not to preach in the sacred 
desk. You know not what God may require of you.". OHC 355. 

5. Are we all now ready to be cross-examined for our faith? 

a. "I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of 
present truth know not what they believe. They do not under
stand the evidences of their faith. They have no just appre"': 
ciation of the work for the present time. When the time of 
trial shall come, there are men now preaching to others who 
will find, upon ~xamining the positions they hold, .that there 
are many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. 
Until thus tested they knew not their great ignorance. And 
there are many in the church who take it for granted that they 
understand what they believe; but, until· controversy arises, 
they do not know their own weakness. When separated from those 
of like faith and compelledto stand singly and alone to explain 
their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are 
their ideas of what they had accepted as truth." .5T 707. 

b. "Those who have only a superficial understanding of truth will 
not be able clearly to expound the Scriptures, and give definite 
reasons for their faith. They will become confused,· and will 
not be workmen that need not to be ashamed." OHC 355. 

6. What sh~uld we be doing now in order to be ready when brought to trial 
for our faith? 

a. "I saw that the saints must get a thorough understanding of 
present truth, which they will be obliged to maintain from the 
Scriptures." EW 87. 

b. "The servants of Christ are to prepare no set speech to present 
when brought to trial for their faith. Their preparation is to 
be made day by day, in treasuring up in their hearts the pre
cious truths of God's Word, in feeding upon the teaching of 
Christ, and through prayer strengthening their faith; then, when 
brought into trial, the Holy Spirit will bring to their remem
brance the very truths that will reach the hearts of those who 
shall come to hear. God will flash the knowledge obtained by 
diligent searching of the Scriptures, into their memory at the 
very time when it is needed." OHC 356; CSW 41. 

c. "Our people need to understand the oracles of God; they need to 
have a systematic knowledge of the principles of revealed truth, 
which will fit them for what is coming upon the earth, and pre
vent them from being carried about by every wind of doctrine." 
5T 273. 
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d. 11 0ur people have been regarded as too insignificant to be worthy 
of notice, but a change will come. The Christian world is now 
making movements which will necessarily bring commandment
keeping people into prominence. . • . Every position of our 
faith will be searched into; and if we are not thorough Bible 
students established, strengthened, and settled, the wisdom of 
the world's great men wi 11 1 ead us astray." 5T 546. 

e. 11 None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of 
the Bible will stand through the last great conflict... GC 593. 

7. What is even more important than the ability to give a reason for our 
faith? 

a. 11The ability to give a reason for our faith is a good accomplish
ment, but if the truth does not go deeper than this, the soul 
will never be saved. The heart must be purified from all moral 
defilement ... OHC 142. 

-b. "You are now to get ready for the time of trial. Now you are to 
know whether your feet are planted on the Eternal Rock. You 
must have an individual experience, and not depend upon others 
for your light. When you are brought to the test, how do you 
know that you will not be alone, with no earthly friend at your 
side? Will you then be able to realize that Christ is your 
support?,. OHC 356. 

8. What is the purpose of these public trials? 

"God means that testing truth shall be brought to the front and 
become a subject of examination and discussion, even if it is 
through the contempt placed upon it. The minds of the people 
must be agitated. Every controversy, every reproach, every 
slander, will be God's means of provoking inquiry and awakening 
minds that otherwise would slumber ... 5T 453; RH Extra 12-11-
1888, p. 4. -
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SATAN'S MIRACLES 

( 41) 

1. Was Spiritism a problem in Bibl~ times? Ex. ·22: 18; Lev. 20:6,- 27; Deut. 
18:9-12; Mark 5:1-18; 9:14-29; Acts 16:16-18. 

2. How did Satan at times personate something or someone more attractive 
than himself? Gen. 3:1-5; 1 Sam. 28:6~14. 

3. Is he still capable of transforming himself into .that which is desirable? 
2 Cor. 11:13-15. 

4. For what purpose will Satan perform miracles in the very last days of 
earth's .history? Rev.l6:13, 14; 13:13, 14; 2 Thess. 2:9, 10; Matt. 
24:4, 24. 

5. Where did modern spiritualism begin? 

a. 11 I saw that the mysterious knockiryg in New York [Hydesville, 
N. Y. in 1848] and other places was the power of Satan, and 
that such things would be more and more collillon, clothed in a 
religious garb so as to 1 ull the deceived to greater security, 
and to draw the minds of God.'s people, if possible, to those 
things, and cause them to doubt the·teac;tJings and power of the 
Holy Ghost... EW 43. . . . 

b. !'The mysterious rapping with which modern spiritualism began 
. was not the result of human trickery or cunning, but was the 

direct work of evil angels ...•. 11 
. GC 553. 

6. In what way is spiritualism now changing its form? 

11 Spiritualism is n_ow changing its form and,' veiling some of its 
more objectionable features, is assuming a Christian guise .. 
While it formerly de.nounced Chri'st and the Bible, it now £!:.Q_-
fesses to accept both.' .. GC 557, 558. · 

7. What is Satan now making special preparation for? 

a. 11 Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive 
the world .. ~ . Little by little he tias prepared the way for 
his masterpiece of deception in the development of spiritualism ... 
GC 561. 

b. 11 The Spirit of God is gradually withdrawing from the world. 
Satan is also mustering his forces of evil, going forth 'unto 
the kings of the earth and of the whole world,' to gather them 
under his banner, to be trained for 'the.battle of that great 
day of God Almighty. 11

' 7BC 983. 

8. After what event can we expect a special manifestation of his marvelous 
workings? 
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"By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in viola
tion of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself 
fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her 
hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when 
she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, 
when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country 
shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Prot
estant and republican government, and shall make provision for 
the propagation of papal falsehoods and·delusions, then we may 
know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan 
and that the end is near." ST 451. 

9. Will the evil spirits advocate the keeping of the Sabbath or Sunday? 

"The miracle-working power manifested through spiritualism will 
exert its influence a~ainst those who choose to obey God rather 
than men. Communicat1ons from the spirits will declare that God 
has sent them to convince the rejectors of Sunday of their 
error, affirming the the laws of the land should be obeyed as 
the law of God." GC 590, 591. 

10. Through what particular means will Satan deceive many? 

a. "Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be re
vealed in the heavens, in token of the power of miracle
working demons." GC 624. 

b. "Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself, and claim
ing the title and worship which belong to the world 1s Redeemer. 
They will perform wonderfu 1 mi rae 1 es of he a 1 i ng and wi 11 profess 
to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of 
the Scriptures." GC 624. · 

c. "The sick wi 11 be ·he a 1 ed before us. Mi rae 1 es wi 11 be performed 
in our sight. Are we prepared for the trial which awaits us 
when the lying wonders of Satan shall be more fully exhibited?" 
lT 302. 

d. "Satan can, through a species of deceptions, perform wonders 
that will appear to be genuine miracles. It was this he hoped 
to make a test question with the Israelites at the time of 
their deliverance from Egypt. 11 2SM 52. 

11. Does he really heal the sick? 

a. "Wonderfu 1 scenes, with which Satan will be c 1 ose ly connected, 
will soon take place. God•s Word declares that Satan will work 
miracles. He will make people sick, and then will suddenly 
remove from them his satanic power. They will then be regarded 
as healed. These works of apparent healing will bring Seventh
day Adventists to the test." 2SM 53. 

b. "Men under the influence of evil spirits will work miracles. 
They will ·make people sick by casting their spell upon them, 
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and will then remove the spell, leading others to say that 
those who were sick have been miraculously healed. This Satan 
has done again and again.~ 2SM 53. 

c. 11 He will take possession of human bodies, an~ make men and 
women sick. Then he will suddenly cease to ex_ercise his evil 
power, and it will be proclaimed that a miracle has been 
wrought. 11 MM 110. _ _ _ _ 

12. Can we expect a cessation of these lying wonders once they have begun? 
11 We are warned that in the last days he will work with signs 
and lying wonders. And he will continue these wonders until 
the close of probation, that tie may point to them as evidence 
that he is an_angel of light and not of darkness ... ·2SM 51; 
7BC 911; 5BC 1099. _ 

13. What Elijah-type miracle will be performed by some of Satan's devoted 
followers? · 
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a. 11 lt is stated in the Word that the enemy will work through his 
_agents who have departed from the faith,·and they will seemingly 
work miracles, even to the bringing down of fire out of heaven 
in the sight of men. 11 2SM 54. 

b. 11 We must not trust the claims of men. They may, as Christ 
represents, profess to work mi-racles in h·ea 1 i ng the sick. Is 
this marvelous, when just behind them stands the great deceiver, 
the_miracle worker who will yet bring down fire from heaven in 
the sight of men? 11 2SM 49. 

c. 11 1 saw that soon it would be considered 'blasphemy to speak 
against the rapping, and that it would spread more and more, 
that Satan's power ~auld increase, and some of his devoted fol
lowers would have power to work miracles, and even to bring 
down fire from heaven in the sight of men... .Ew 59., 86, 87. 

d. 11Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with 
holy consecration, will hasten from-place to place to-proclaim 
the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the 
earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the 
sick will be healed, and signs and wonders wili follow the be
lievers. Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing 
down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. 
Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take 
their stand ... GC 612. 

e. 11 lt is the lying wonders of the devil that wfll take the world 
captive, and he will cause fire to come down from heaven in the 
sight of men. He is to work miracles; and this wonderful, 
miracle-working power is to sweep in the whole world ... 2SM 51. 

f. 11 He claims to be Christ, and he is coming in, pretending to be 
the great medical missionary. He will cause fire to come down 
from heaven in the sight of men, to prove that he is God ... 
MM 87, 88. 
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14. Is this real fire or does it just have the appearance of fire? 

"'He doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had 
power to do.' Revelation 13:13, 14. No mere impostures are 
here foretold. Men are deceived by the miracles which Satan's 
agents have power to do, not which they pretend to do." GC 553. 

15. How will the enemies of Christ look upon the ability to perform miracles? 

a. "Papists, who boast of miracles as a certain sign of the true 
church, will be readily deceived by this wonder-working power." 
GC 588. 

b. "When the enemies of Christ, by the instigation of Satan, request 
them to show some miracle, they should answer them as meekly· as 
the Son of God answered Satan, 'It is written, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. ' If they will not be convi need by in-

. spired testimony, a manifestation of God's power would not bene
fit them." 4SG-a 150. 

c. "Unbelievers will require them to do some miracle, if they be
lieve God's special power is in the church, and that they are 
the chosen people of God. Unbelievers, who are afflicted with 
infirmities, will require them to work a miracle upon them, if 
God is with them. Christ's followers should imitate the example 
of their Lord. Jesus, with His divine power, did not do any 
mighty works for Satan's diversion. Neither can the servants of 
Christ. They should refer the unbelievin~ to the written, in
spired testimony for evidence of their be1ng the loyal people 
of God, and heirs of salvation." 4SG-a 151. 

16. Who will the multitude think is working so marvelously in their churches? 

a. "Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth 
there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of 
primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic 
times. . . . The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; 
and before the time for such a movement shall come, he will en
deavor to prevent it, by introducing a counterfeit. In those 
churches which he can bring under his deceptive power, he will 
make it appear that God's special blessing is poured out; there 
will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. 
Multitudes will exult that God is working marvelously for them, 
when the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious 
guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence over the Christian 
world." GC 464. 

b. "Before the loud cry of the third angel is given, he [Satan] 
raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who 
have rejected the truth may think that God is with them. He 
hopes to deceive the honest and lead them to think that God is 
still working for the churches. But the light will shine, and 
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all who are honest will leave the fallen churches, and take 
their stand with the remnant." EW261. 

c. "Through the agency of Spiritualism, miracles will be wrought 
•.. and many undeniable wonders will be performed. And as 
the spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and manifest res
pect for the institutions of the church, their work will be 
accepted as a manifestation of divine power." GC 588 •. 

17. Will miracles also accompany the ministry of God's people during the 
"loud cry"? 

"In visions of the night representations passed before me of a 
great reformatory movement among God's people. Many were 
praising God. The sick were healed, and other miracles were 
wrought. A spirit of intercession was seen, even as was mani
fested before the great day of Pentecost. Hundreds and thou
sands were seen visiting families, and opening before them the 
word of God. Hearts were convicted by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, ·and a spirit of genuine conversion was manifest. On 
every side doors were thrown open to the proclamation of the 
truth. The world seemed to be lightened with the heavenly in
fluence. Great blessings were received by the true and humble 
people of God." 9T 126. 

18. How should we regard miracles? Will they be a test as they were in 
Elijah's day? 
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a. "The way in which Christ worked was to preach the Word, and to 
relieve suffering by miraculous works of healing. But I am ln
structed that we cannot now work in this way, for Satan will 
exercise his power by working miracles. God's servants today 
could not work by means of miracles, because spurious works of 
healing, claiming-to be divine, will be wrought." 2SM 54. 

b. "If we accept not the truth in the love of it, we may be among 
the number who will see the miracles wrought by Satan in these 
last days, and believe them. Many strange things will appear 
as wonderful miracles, which should be regarded as deceptions 
manufactured by the father of 1 ies." 2SM 53. ' · 

c. "Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and claiming to be God, will 
work miracles of all kinds, to deceive, if possible, the very 
elect. God's people will not find their safety in working 
miracles, for Satan will counterfeit the miracles that will be 
wrought." 9T 16 (See also 2SM 55}. 

19. How can we tell the true from the false? 

a. "If those through whom cures are performed, are disposed, on 
account of these manifestations, to excuse their neglect of 
the law of God, and continue in disobedience, though they have 
power to any and every extent, it does not follow that they 
have the great power of God. On the contrary, it is the miracle
working power of the great deceiver." 5BC 1099. 
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b. "The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Anti-
christ is to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So 
closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be 
impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy 
Scriptures. By their testimony every statement and every miracle 
must be tested." GC 593. 

c. "The Bible will never be superseded by miraculous manifesta
tions." 2SM 48. 

20. What is Satan's most successful and fascinating delusion? 

a. "Satan is finding access to thousands of minds by presenting 
himself under the guise of departed friends. . • . Through 
Spiritualism many of the sick, the bereaved, the curious, are 
communicating with evil spirits. All who venture to do this 
are on dangerous ground." RH 9-7-1911. 

b. "It is Satan's most successful and fascinating delusion,--one 
calculated to take hold of the sympathies of those who have laid 
their loved ones in the grave. Evil angels come in the form of 
those loved ones, and relate incidents connected with their 
lives, and perform acts which they performed while livin~. In 
this way they lead persons to believe that their dead fr1ends 
are angels, hovering over them, and communicating with them. 
These evil angels, who assume to be the deceased friends, are 
regarded with a certain idolatry, and with many their word has 
greater weight than the word of God." ST 8-26-1889. 

21. How real does the counterfeit appear to be? 

a. "He has power to bring before men the appearance of their de
parted friends. The counterfeit is perfect; the familiar look, 
the words, the tone, are reproduced with a marvelous distinct
ness." GC 552. 

b. "Their loved ones will appear in robes of light, as familiar to 
the sight as when they were upon the earth." RH 4-1-1875, p. 162. 

22. Will this be an isolated experience or will many people be confronted by 
evil angels personating their dead loved ones? 

a. "Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils personating 
beloved relatives or friends and declaring the most dangerous 
heresies. These visitants will appeal to our tenderest sym
pathies and will work miracles to sustain their pretensions." 
GC 560. 

b. "It is not di ffi cult· for the evil ange 1 s to represent both 
saints and sinners who have died, and make these representations 
visible to human eyes. These manifestations will be more fre
quent, and developments of a more startling character will ap
pear as we near the close of time." Ev;604. 
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c. "I saw that the saints must get a thorough understanding of 
present truth, which they w.ill be obliged to maintain from the 
Scriptures. They must understand the state of the dead; for the 
spirits of devils will yet appear to them, professing to be be
loved friends and relatives, who will declare to them that the 
Sabbath has been changed, also other unscri ptura.l doctrines. 
They will do all in their power to excite sympathy, and will 
work miracles before them, to confinn what they declare." 
EW 87. 

23. Who else will the lying spirits personate? 

a. "The apostles, as personated by these lying spirits, are made 
to contradict what they wrote at the dictation of the Holy 
Spirit when on earth. They deny the divine origin of the 
Bible. • • " .GC 557. 

b. "The enemy is preparing to deceive the whole world by his 
. miracle-working power . He will assume to personate the angels 

of light, to personate Jesus Christ." 2SM 21, 96 . 
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IX 

SATAN'S PERSONATION OF CHRIST 

1. What is Satan's masterpiece of deception? Hho does he make himself out 
to be? 

a. "The conflict is to wax fiercer and fiercer. Satan will take 
the field and personate Christ. He will misrepresent, misapply, 
and pervert everything he possibly can, to deceive, if possible, 
the very elect." TM 411. 

b. "A power from beneath is working to bring about the last great 
scenes in the drama--Satan coming as Christ, and working with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in those who are binding 
themselves together in secret societies." 8T 28; 6BC 1106; 
7BC 911. 

c. "If men are so easily misled now, how will they stand.when Satan 
shall personate Christ, and work miracles? Who will be unmoved 
by his misrepresentations then--professing to be Christ when it 
is only Satan assuming the person of Christ, and apparently 
working the works of Christ? \~hat will hold God's people from 
giving their allegiance to false christs? 'Go not after them' 
(Luke 17:23)." 2SM 394 (See also 2SM 58). 

2. How close is Satan's resemblance to Christ? 

a. "It was by the display of supernatural power, in making the 
serpent ,is medium, that Satan caused the fall of Adam and Eve 
in Eden. Before the close of time he will work still greater 
wonders. So far as his power extends, he will perform actual 
miracles. . . . But there is a limit beyond which Satan cannot 
go; and here he calls deception to his aid and counterfeits the 
work which he has not power actually to perform. In the last 
days he will appear in such a manner as to make men believe 
him to be Christ come the second time into the world. He will 
indeed transform himself into an an~el of light. But while he 
will bear the appearance of Christ 1n every particular, so far 
as mere appearance goes, it will deceive none but those who, 
like Pharaoh, are seeking to resist the truth." 5T 698. 

b. ''Satan will work with all deceivableness of unrighteousness to 
personate Jesus Christ; if it were possible, he would deceive 
the very elect. Now if the counterfeit bears so close a re
semblance to the genuine, is it not essential to be on your 
guard, that no man deceive you?" 2SM 87. 

c. "Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ's 
advent." GC 625. 

3. What will Satan do and say and how will the people respond? 
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a. "As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan 
himself will personate Christ. The church has. long professed 
to 1 ook to the Sa vi our • s advent as the con summation of her -
hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ 
has come. -In differentpartsof the earth, Satan will manifest 
himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling biightness, 
resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in 
the Revelation. -Revelation 1:13-15. The glory that surrounds 
him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have·yet beheld. 
The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: 'Christ has come! 
Christ has come!' The people prostrate themselves in adoration 
before him, while he lifts up his hands, and pronounces a bless
ing upon them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon 
the earth. His voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody. 
In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same 
gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals 
the diseases of" the people, and then, in his assumed character 
of Christ, he claims to have chan~ed the Sabbath to Sunday, and 
commands all to hallow the day wh1ch he has blessed. 'He de
clares that those who persist in keeping holy the seventh day 
are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his· angels 
sent to them with light and truth. This is the strong, almost 
overmastering delusion. Like the Samaritans who were deceived 
by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, 
give heed to these sorceries, saying: This is 'the great power 
of God.'" GC 624, 625. . 

b. "As the second appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ draws near, 
satanic agencies are moved from beneath. Satan will not only 
appear as a human being, but he will personate Jesus Christ; 
and the world that has rejected the truth will receive him as 
the Lord of lords and King of kings." '5BC'll05, 1106. 

4. Will he even be accepted by heads of government? 

"Disguised as an angel of light, he will walk the earth as a 
wonder-worker; in beautiful language he ·will present lofty 
sentiments. Good words will be spoken by him and good deeds 
performed. Christ will be personified, but on one point there 
will be a marked distinction. Satan will turn t~e people from 
the law of God. Notwithstanding this, so well will he counter
feit righteousness, that if it were possible, he would deceive 
the very elect. Crowned heads, presidents, rulers in high 
places, will bow to his false theories." FE 471, 472. 

5. What shall we do, when we are commanded to wors~ip him? 

-"Satan came as an angel of light in the ·wilderness of tempta
tion to deceive Christ; and he does not come to man in a hideous 
form, as he is sometimes represented, but as an angel of light. 
He will come personating Jesus Christ, working mighty miracles; 
and men will fall down and worship him as Jesus Christ. We shall 
be commanded to worship this being, whom the world will glorify 
as Christ. What shall we do? Tell them that Christ has warned 
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us against just such a foe, who is man's worst enemy, yet who 
claims to be God; and that when Christ shall make His appearance, 
it will be with power and great glory, accompanied by ten thou
sand times ten thousand angels and thousands of thousands; and 
that when He shall come, we shall know His voice." 6BC 1105, 
1106; RH 12-18-1888, p. 787. 

6. To what pinnacle will the apostate churches eventually exalt Satan? 

"In this age antichrist will appear as the true Christ, and then 
the law of God will be fully made void in the nations of our 
world. Rebellion against God's holy law will be fully ripe. 
But the true leader of all this rebellion is Satan clothed as 
an angel of light. Men will be deceived and will exalt him to 
the place of God, and deify him. But Omnipotence will inter
pose, and to the apostate churches that unite in the exaltation 

_of Satan, the sentence will go forth, 'Therefore shall her 
plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and 
she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord 
God who judgeth her. '" TM 62. 

7. When does the outpouring of the wrath of God (seven last plagues) occur 
in relationship to Satan's personation of Christ? 

a. "Little by little he has prepared the way for his masterpiece 
of deception in the development of spiritualism. He has not 
yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs; but it will 
be reached in the last remnant of time. Says the prophet: 'I 
saw three unclean spirits like frogs; .•. theyare the spirits 
of deVils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 
of that great day of God Almighty.' Revelation 16:13, 14. Ex
cept those who are kept by the power of God, through faith in 
His word, the whole world will be swept into the ranks of this 
delusion. The people are fast being lulled to a fatal security, 
to be awakened only by the outpouring of the wrath of God." GC 
561, 562. 

b. "After putting Jesus in the background, they attract the at
tention of the world to themselves and to their miracles and 
lying wonders, which, they declare, far exceed the works of 
Christ. Thus the world is taken in the snare, and lulled to a 
feeling of security, not to find out their awful deception un
til the seven last plagues shall be poured out." EW 266. 

c. "But the people of God will not be misled. The teachings of this 
false christ are not in accordance with the Scriptures. His 
blessing is pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and his 
image, the very class upon whom the Bible declares that God's 
unmingled wrath shall be poured out." GC 625. 

8. How long will Satan remain on the earth in his Christ-like form? 

There is no information on this point. He apparently will not 
be visible at the time of the seventh plague or the people would 
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angrily turn against him, 11 but all unite in heaping their 
bitt~rest ·condemnation upon the ministers." GC 655. 
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9.. How should we prepare for Satan''s .dec~ptions so that we shall be .able to 
withstand his wonderful mi rae 1 e-worki ng power? · 

a. 11Go to God for yourselves, pray for divine enlightenment, that 
you may 'know that you do know what is truth, that when the won
derful miracle-working power of Satan shall be displayed, and 
the enemy shall come as an· angel .of_l.ight, you may -distinguish 
between the genuine work of God and. the imitative work of the 
power -of darkness. 11 RH 12-24-1889, p. 3. 

b. 11.Many who embraced the third message had not had · an .experience 
in the two former messages .. Satan -understood this, and his evi 1 
eye was upon them to overthrow them; but the th.1rd angel was 
pointing them to the most holy place, and those who had had an 
experjence in the past messages were pointing them the way to 
the heavenly sanctuary. Many saw the perfect chain of truth in 
the angel's.messages, and gladly received them in their order, 
and followed Jesus by faith into the heavenly sanctuary. These 
messages were represented to me as an anchor to the people of 
God. Those who understand and receive them will be kept from 
bej ng swept away by the many delusions of Satan. 11 EW 256. 

10. Do all Seventh-day Adventists agree that Satan will personate Christ 
prior to the close of probation? · -

No, they do not. Many able students .of the Bible and the Spirit 
of Prophecy locate Satan's personation of Christ at the time of 
the sixth plague. The two principal E. G. White quotations 
gjyen in support of this vie.w are: . . 

a. 11Li ttl e by 1 i ttle he has prepared the way for his masterpiece 
of deception in the deve 1 opment of s pi ritua 1 ism. He has not 
yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs; ·but it will 
be reached in .the last .r.emnant of time. Says ~.the pr.ophet: • I 
saw three unclean spirits like frogs; . ; . they are the spirits 
of devils, wor,king miracles, whi.ch go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and .of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 
of that great day of God Almighty. • .Revelation l6:13, 14. Ex
cept those who are kept by the power of God, through faith in 
His word, the whole world will be swept into the ranks of this 
delusion ... GC 561, 562. 

b. 11 Fearfu1 sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed 
in the heavens, in token of the power of miracle-working demons. 
The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth 
and of the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge 
them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle against the 
government of heaven. By these agencies, rulers and subjects 
will be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be 
Christ Himself, and claiming the title and worship which belong 
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to the world's Redeemer. They will perform wonderful miracles 
of healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven 
contradicting the testimony of the Scriptures. 

"As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan 
himself will personate Christ." GC 624. 
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Sister White's use of the phrase "the last remnant of time" and 
her use of sixth plague language in describing Satan's dramatic 
appearance as Christ are considered to be compelling arguments 
in favor of locating this deception at the time of the sixth 
plague. 

This line of reasoning is not necessarily conclusive, however. 
The phrase "the last remnant of time" does not point to the 
future alone. Sister White says that we are in this time now: 

· "Satan as a powerful general has taken the field, and in this 
last remnant of time he is working through all conceivable 
methods to close the door against light that God would have 
come to His people." RH Extra 12-24-1889, p. 3. "We are 
living in the last remnant of time." EV 217 (1903). 

Furthermore, her use of sixth-plague language is not limited to 
some future period. It is true that the devils go forth to the 
whole world at the time of the sixth plague, but this is exactly 
what Satan is doing today. 11 The Spirit of God is gradually 
withdrawing from the world. Satan is also mustering his forces 
of evil, going forth 'unto the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world,' to gather them under his banner, to be trained 
for 'the battle of that great day of God Almighty.'" 7BC 983 
(1890). -

In the light of these last two E. G. White quotations we may 
conclude that it is perfectly reasonable to apply the phrases 
"the last remnant of time" and Satan's going forth "unto the 
kings of the earth ... " to some point before probation's 
close. Hence his masterpiece of deception, the personation 
of Christ, may also be located before probation's close. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



(53) 

X 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

1. What was Christ's favorite subject? 
11 Christ, the Great Teacher, had an infinite variety of subjects 
from which to choose, but the one upon which He dwelt most 
largely was the endowment of the Holy Spirit. 11 lSM 156. 

2. In God's plan for our redemption, how important is the gift of His 
Spirit? 

a. 11 ln the gift of the Spirit, Jesus gave to man the highest good 
that heaven could bestow." OHC 150. 

b. 11 Before offering.Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ 
sought for the most essential and complete ~ift to bestow upon 
His followers, a gift that would bring with1n their reach the 
boundless resources of grace. 'I will pray the Father,' He 
said, 'and He shall give you another Comforter. ' 11 DA 668, 669·. 

c. 11 The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that He could 
solicit from His Father for the exaltation of His people. The 
Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and without 
this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avai1. 11 

DA 671. 

d. 11 0nly to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His 
guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God 
awaits their demand and reception. This promised blessing, 
claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. 11 

DA 672. 

3. Do we appreciate this promised Gift as we should? 

11 Just prior to His leaving His disciples for the heavenly 
courts, Jesus encouraged them with the promise of the Holy 
Spirit. This promise belongs as much to us as it did to them, 
and yet how rarely it is presented before the people, and 
its reception spoken of in the church. In consequence of this 
silence upon this most important theme, what promise do we know 
less about by its practical fulfillment than this rich promise 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit, whereby efficiency is to be 
given to all our spiritual labor? The promise of the Holy 
Spirit is casually brought into our discourses, is incidentally 
touched upon, and that is all. Prophecies have been dwelt upon, 
doctrines have been expounded; but that which is essential to 
the church in order that they may grow in spiritual strength 
and efficiency, in order that the preaching may carry convic
tion with it, and souls be converted to God, has been largely 
left out of ministerial effort. 11 TM 174 (See also 8T 21). 

4. Do we have to put away all of our sins before we receive the Holy 
Spirit, or does the Holy Spirit help us to put away our sins? John 16:7-9. 
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a. "Without the divine working, man could do no good thing. God 
calls every man to repentance, yet man cannot even repent unless 
the Holy Spirit works upon his heart." 8T 64. 

b. "It is the Spirit that convinc~s of sin, and, with the consent 
of the hiltnan being, expels sin from the heart." OHC 152. 

c. "The lord Jesus acts through the Holy Spirit, for . it is His 
representative. Through it He infuses spiritual life into the 
soul, quickening its energies for good, cleansing from moral 
defilement, and giving it a fitness for His kingdom." OHC 152. 

5. How does the miracle of the new birth take place? John 3:5; 1 Cor. 6:11. 

a. "There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. 
This change can be brought about only by the effectual working 
of the Holy Spirit." DA 172. 

b. ·"The work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart .•• can no more 
be explained than can the movements of the wind. A person may 
not be able to tell the exact time or place, or to trace all the 
circumstances in the process of conversion; but this does not 
prove him to be unconverted. By an agency as unseen as the 
wind, Christ is constantly working upon the heart. little by 
little, perhaps unconsciously to the receiver, impressions are 
made that tend to draw the soul to Christ. Thesemay be re
ceived through meditating upon Him, through reading the Scrip
tures, or through hearing the word from the living preacher. 
Suddenly, as the Spirit comes with more direct appeal, the soul 
gladly surrenders itself to Jesus. By many this is called 
sudden conversion; but it is the result of long wooing by the 
Spirit of God,--a patient, protracted process." DA 172. 

c. "When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it trans
forms the life. . . • The blessing comes when by faith the soul 
surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye 
can see creates a new being in the image of God." DA 173. 

d. "It is through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the 
Spirit of God, received into the heart by faith, is the begin
ning of life eternal." DA 388. 

6. How often do we need to be converted by the Holy Spirit? 

"To follow Jesus requires whole conversion at the start, and a 
repetition of this conversion every daY:" SO 207. 

7. How only can we, as Christians, resist the many temptations that confront 
us daily? Rom. 8:1, 4, 9, 13, 14. 

a. 11 Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty 
agency of the Third Person of the Godhead .•.. " · DA 671. 
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b. 11 He came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made 
provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every 
repentant soul, to keep him from sinning. 11 DA 311. 

c. 11 Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all 
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress 
His own character upon His church. 11 DA 671. 

8. Who actually dwells with us, through the presence of th.e Spirit? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

11Through the Spirit, Christ was to abide continually in the 
hearts of His children. Their union with Him was closer than 
when He was personally with them. 11 SC 75. 

11The_Holy Spirit is the Comforter, as the personal presence of 
Christ to the·soul. 11 RH 11-29-1892. 

11 0n the day of Pentecost the promised Comforter descended, and 
the power from on high was given, and the souls of the believers 
thrilled with the conscious presence of their ascended Lord. 11 

GC 351. 

9. As the Ho.ly Spirit makes the presence of Jesus rea 1 -to us, how -wi 11 
this affect our characters? 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 5::22, '23;· l Peter 1 :2; 
2 Thess. 2:13. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

11 The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life 
of Christ. It imbues the receiver with the attributes of 
Christ. 11 DA 805. 

11 Never will the human heart know happiness until it is submitted 
to be molded by the Spirit of God. The Spirit conforms the 
renewed soul to the model, Jesus Christ. Through its influence, 
enmity against God is changed into faith and -love,.and pride 
into humility. The soul perceives the beauty of truth, and 
Christ is honored in excellence and perfection of character ... 
OHC 152. · - · 

11 The Spirit was to glorify Christ by revealing to the world the 
riches of His grace. The very image of God is to be reproduced 
in humanity. The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved 
in the perfection of the character of His people ... · OHC 154. 
11Through faith the Holy Spirit works in the heart to cr~ate holi
ness therein; but this cannot be done unless the human agent 
will work with Christ. We can be fitted for heaven only through 
the work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart. . • . It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit to elevate the taste, to sanctify the 
heart, to ennobl~ the whole man. 11 RH 11-1-1~92. 
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XI 

THE LATTER RAIN 

1. Has there ever been a time since the entrance of sin when God has not 
worked by His Holy Spirit? Gen. 6:3; Isa. 63:10, . 11. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

"From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit. 
. .• " AA 53. 

"It is the work of the Holy Spirit from a!Je to age to impart 
love to human hearts, for love is the liv1ng principle of 
brotherhood." 8T 139. 

"During the patriarchal age, the influence of the Holy Spirit 
had often been revealed in a marked manner, but never in its 
fulness." AA 37. 

2. What operation of nature does the Lord use to illustrate the work of the 
Holy Spirit? Zech. 10:1; Hosea 6:3; Joel 2:28. 

'"He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, 
and the latter rain.' .•. The Lord employs these operations 
of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit." TM 506. 

3. What is the function of the early rain {which, in Palestine, comes late 
in October or in November)? 

11 In the East the former rain falls at the sowing-time. It is 
necessary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the in
fluence of the ferti 1 i zing showers, the tender shoot springs up." 
TM 506. . 

4. What is the function of the· latter rain (in March or early April)? 

"The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens 
the grain and prepares it for the sickle." TM 506. 

5. How does the early rain represent the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
individual heart? 

a. "As t~e dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to 
germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit 
is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the pro-
cess of spi ri tua 1 growth." TM 506. · 

b. "At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assis
tance of that which enables us to make the first start. The 
blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to 
the end." TM 507. 

6. How does the latter rain represent the Holy Spirit's work with individuals? 

a. "The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work 
of God's grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the 
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moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We are 
to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ." TM 506. 

b. "The Holy Spirit seeks to abide in each soul. If He is welcomed 
as an honored guest, those who receive Him will be made com
plete in Christ. The good work begun will be finished; the holy 
thoughts, heavenly affections, and Christlike actions will take 
the place of impure thoughts, perverse sentiments, and rebellious 
acts. 11 CH 561. 

c. 11As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us meek
ness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for 
the perfecting latter rain ... TM 509. 

7. What are some of the occasions when the Lord sends His Spirit to His 
people? , 

"The convocations of the church, as in camp meetings, the as
semblies of the home church, and all occasions where there is 
personal labor for souls, are God's ap,pointed opportunities for 
giving the early and the latter rain. ' TM 508. 

8. Can isolated individuals have the latter rain of the Holy Spirit in 
their own lives even though most of their neighbors may not be receiving 
this blessing? Gen. 5:24. 

a. 11 The godly character of this prophet [Enoch] represents the 
state of holiness which must be attained by those who shall be 
'redeemed from the earth' at the time of Christ's second 
advent." PP 88, 89. 

b. ''And there are Enochs in this our day." COL 332. 

9. How does the early rain represent the work of the Spirit for the entire 
Christian church as a whole? 

a. 11The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was 
the beginning of the early, or former, rain, and glorious was 
the result. To the end of time the presence of the Spirit is 
to abide with the true church." AA 54, 55. 

b. "Evil had been accumulating for centuries and could only be 
restrained and resisted by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, 
the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modi
fied energy, but in the fullness of divine power." TM 392. 

10. What preparation in heart and life had the disciples made that made the 
early rain on the church possible? 

a. 

b. 

"They did not wait in idleness. The record says that they were 
'continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.' Luke 
24:53. 11 AA 35. 

"They humbled their hearts in true repentance and confessed their 
unbelief." AA 37. 
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c. 11The disciples prayed with intense earnestness for a fitness to 
meet men and in their daily intercourse to speak words that 
would lead sinners to Christ. 11 AA 37. . · 

d. 11 Put~ing away all differences, all desire for the· supremacy, 
they came close together in Christian fellowship. 11 AA 37. 

e. 11 It was after the disciples had come into perfect unity, when 
they were no longer striving for the highest place, that the 
Spirit was poured out. 11 8T 20. 

f. 11They were weighted with the burden of the salvation of souls ... 
AA 37. 

11. How did the early rain affect the spirituality of the church members? 

a. 11Under the influence of the Spirit, words of penitence and con
·fession mingled with songs of praise for sins forgiven ... AA 38. 

b. "Those who at Pentecost were endued with power from on high, 
were not thereby freed from further temptation and trial ••.. 
They were compelled to strive with all their God-given powers 
to reach the measure of the stature of men and women in Christ 
Jesus ... AA 49. 

c. 110aily they prayed for fresh supplies of grace, that they might 
reach higher and still higher toward perfection ... AA 49. 

d. 11Under the Holy Spirit•s working even the weakest, by exercising 
faith in God, learned to improve their entrusted powers and to . 
become sanctified, refined, and ennobled. As in humility they 
submitted to the molding influence of the Holy Spirit, they re
ceived of the fulness of the Godhead, and were fashioned in 
the likeness of the divine ... AA 49, 50. 

12. How did the early rain affect their power for witnessing to others? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

"What followed? The sword of the Spirit, newly ed~ed with 
power and bathed in the lightnings of heaven, cut 1ts way 
through unbelief. Thousands were converted in a day." AA 38. 

"The Holy Spirit ... enabled them to speak with fluency lang
uages with which they had heretofore been unacquainted." AA 39 . 

.. Their hearts were surcharged with benevolence so full, so deep, 
so far-reaching, that it impelled them to go to the ends of the 
earth, testifying to the power of Christ ... AA 46. 

11The appearance of fire signified the fervent zeal with which 
the apostles would labor and the power that would attend their 
work. 11 AA 39. 

11 What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day 
of Pentecost? The glad tidings of a risen Saviour were carried 
to the uttennost parts of the inhabited world ... AA 48. 
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f. "The church beheld converts flocking to her from all directions. 
Backsliders were reconverted." AA 48. 

g. "The ambition of the believers was to reveal the likeness of 
Christ's character and to labor for the enlargement of His 
kingdom." AA 48. 

13. Did the Lord withdraw His Holy Spirit after Pentecost? 

"The Lord did not lock the reservoir of heaven after pouring 
His Spirit on the early disciples. . . . If we do not have His 
power, it is because of our spiritual lethargy, our indiffer
ence, our indolence. Let us come out of this formality and 
deadness." 6BC 1055. 

14. How.does the latter rain represent the work of the Holy Spirit for the 
entire Christian church•as a whole? · 

a. "In the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is clos
ing, the earnest efforts put forth by consecrated believers 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit are to be accompanied by 
speci a 1 tokens of divine favor." . AA. 54. . 

b. "The great work of the gospel is not to close with less mani
festation of the power of God than marked its opening. The 
prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former 
rain at the opening of the gospel are agatn to be fulfilled in 
the latter rain at its close. Here are the 'times of refresh
ing• to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: 
• Repent ye therefore, ·and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.• ... The 
work wi 11 be similar to that of the day of Pentecost." GC 611, 
612. - . 

c. "The outpouring of the Spirit in the days ·of the apostles was 
'the former rain,• and glorious was the result. But the latter 
rain will be more abundant." 8T 21. 

d. "What the Lord did for His people in that time, it is just as 
essential, and more so, that.He do for His people today. All 
that the apostles did, every church member today is to do. And 
we are to work with as much more fervor, to be accompanied by 
the Holy Spirit in as much greater measure, as the increase of 
wickedness demands a more decided call to repentance." 7T 33. 

15. How will the latter rain affect the spirituality and character-development 
of the church members? 

a. "The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the 
spiritual grace that prepares the church for the coming of the 
Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will 
be no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the 
early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no 
seed to perfection." TM 506. 
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g. 
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11 Near the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of 
spiritual grace is promised to prepare the church for the coming 
of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to 
the !alling of the latter rain .•.• 11 AA 55. 

11 lt is the latter rain which revives and strengthens them to 
pass through the time of trouble ... 1T 353; 7BC 984. 

11They will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for 
translation ... 1T 187. 

11They have received 'the latter rain,' 'the refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord,' and they are prepared for the trying hour 
before them. 11 GC 613. ' " 

"At that time the 'latter rain,' or refreshing from the pre
sence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice 
·of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the 
period when the seven last p 1 agues sha 11 be poured out. 11 EW 86. 

11 Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth 
there will be among the peop 1 e of the Lord such ,a revi va 1 of 
primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic 
times. The Spirit and power of God will be pou~ed out upon 
His children.. GC "464. 

16. How will the latter rain affect the church's power for witnessing? 

a. 11 Under the showers of the latter rain the inventions of man, the 
human machinery, wi 11 at times be swept away, the boundary of 
man • s authority wi 11 be as broken reeds, and the Holy Spirit wi 11 
speak through the living, human agent, with convincing power. No 
one then will watch to see if the sentences are well rounded off, 
if the grammar is faultless. The living water will flow in 
God's own channels... 2SM 58, 59. 

b. 11 They will declare the truth with the might of the Spirit's 
power. Multitudes will receive the faith and join the armies 
of the Lord." Ev 700. 

c. 11 0Uring the loud cry, the church, aided by the providential 
interpositions of her exalted Lord·, will diffuse the knowledge 
of salvation so abundantly that light will be communicated to 
every city and town. The earth will be filled with the know
ledge of salvation ... EV 694. 

d. 11 Servants of God, wlth their faces lighted up and shining with 
holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim 
the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the 
earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the 
sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the be
lievers ... GC 612. 

17. Will the latter rain come after God's people have· been sealed or before 
the sealing is finished? 
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"Before the work is closed up and the sealing of God's people 
is finished~ we shall receive the ~utpouring of th~ Spirit of 
God. " 1 SM 111. 

18. Will the latter rain come before or after the close of probation? 

"'The commencement of the time of trouble,' here mentioned, 
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does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be 
poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured 
out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the 
work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the 
earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as 
not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the 
'latter rain,' or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will 
come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and 
prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last 
plagues shall be.poured out." EW 85, 86. · · 

19. Will all of our church members receive the power of the Holy Spirit? 

a. "Are we hoping to see the whole church revived?. That time will 
never come. 

"There are persons in the church whb are not converted, and who 
will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter 
upon the work individually, We must pray more, and talk less." 
lSM 122. 

b. "Those who make no decided effort, but simply wait for the Holy 
Spirit to compel them to action, will perish in darkness. You 
are not to sit still and·do nothing in the work of God." 
ChS 228. . 

c. "Only those who are living up to ttie light they have will re
ceive greater light. Unless we are ·daily advancing in the ex
emplification of the active Christian-virtues, we shall not 
recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter 
rain. It may be falling 'On hearts all around-·us, but we shall 
not discern or receive it." TM 507. · _ 

d. "I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful, and 
were looking to the time of 'refreshing' and the 'latter rain' 
to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord, and to live in His 
sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a 
shelter! They had neglected the needful preparation, therefore 
they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit 
them to live in the sight of a holy God." EW 71. 

20. What preparation of heart and life must we make in order to be prepared 
for the special outpouring of God's Holy Spirit? 

(1) Earnest Prayer. 

a. "We should pray as earnestly for the descent of the Holy Spirit 
as the disciples prayed on the day of Pentecost. If· they needed 
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b. 

c. 

d. 

it at that time, we need it more to-day. . . . Without the 
Spirit's aid, our efforts to present divine truth will be in 
vain ... RH 8-25-1896, p. 533. 
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11A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most 
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. 
There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, 
not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, 
but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly 
Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their 
children. But it is our work, by confession, humiliation, re
pentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon 
which God has promised to grant us His blessing. A revival need 
be expected only in answer to prayer ... lSM 121. 

11 We may have had a measure of the Spirit of God, but by prayer 
and faith we are continually to seek more of the Spirit. It 
will never do to cease our efforts. If we do not progress, if 
we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the 
former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the 
responsibility will lie at our door... TM 508. 

11The measure of the Holy Spirit we receive, will b.e proportioned 
to the measure of our desire and the faith exercised for it, 
and the use we shall make of the light and knowledge that shall 
be given to us. We shall be entrusted with the Holy Spirit ac
acording to our capacity to receive and our ability to impart it 
to others. 11 RH 5-5-1896, p. 273. 

(2) Cleanse soul temple of every defilement. 

a. 11 May the Lord help His people to cleanse the soul temple from 
every defilement, and to maintain such a close connection with 
Him that they may be partakers of the latter rain when it shall 
be poured out ... 6BC 1055; RH 7-20-1886. 

b. 11 Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our char
acters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to 
remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple 
of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as 
the early rain fell upon the disciples on the day of Pentecost ... 
ST 214. 

c. "The latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill 
every soul that is purified from every defilement. It is our 
work today to yield our souls to Christ, that we may be fitted 
for the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord--
fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit •.•. 11 Ev 702; lSM 191 

d. 11 1 was shown that if God's people make no efforts on their part, 
but wait for the refreshing to come upon them and remove their 
wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to 
cleanse them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit 
them to engage in the loud cry of the third angel, they will 
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be found wanting. The refreshing or power of God comes only on 
those who have prepared themselves for it by doing the work 
which God bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all fil-
thiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecttng holiness in the 
fear of God." 1T 619. 

e. "May the Lord help His people to cleanse the soul temple from 
every defilement, and to maintain such a close connection with 
Him that they may be partakers of the latter rain when it shall 
be poured out. " · 6BC l 055. . . 

f. "There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people 
of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that 
the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church. 

Every temptation, every opposing influence, whet~er open 
or secret, may be successfully resisted, 'not by might, not by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.• Zech. 4:6." 
lSM 124. . . 

g. "Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and 
overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of 
the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and 
thus be fitted for translation." 1T 187. 

(3) Put away all dissension. 

a. "Let Christians put away all dissension and give themselves to 
God for the saving of the lost. Let them ask.in faith for the 
promised blessing·, and it will come. Theoutpouring of the 
Spirit in the days of the apostles was 'the former rain,• and 
glorious was the result. But the latter rain will be more 
abundant." 8T 21 (See also Ev 698). 

b. 11When we bring our hearts into unity with Christ, and our 
lives into harmony with his work, the Spirit that fe-ll onthe 
day of_ Pentecost wi 11 fall on us • " 8T 246. 

{4) Victory over every wrong word and action. "I saw-that none could 
share the • refreshing, • unless they obtain the victory over e'very 
besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over 
every wrong word and action. We should, therefore, be drawing 
nearer and nearer to the Lord, and be earnestly seeking that pre-
paration necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day 
of the Lord." EW 71. 

(5) Study God's Word. "When we as a people understand what this book 
(the book of Revelation) means to us, there will be seen among us 
agreatrevival." TM113. 

(6) Become active laborers in Christ's service. 

a. "The great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the 
whole earth with His glory, will not come until we have an 
enlightened people, that know by experience what it means to be 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



laborers together with God. When we have entire, wholehearted 
consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize the 
fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without measure; but this 
will not be while the largest portion of the church ~re not 
laborers together with God. 11 ChS 253; RH 7-21-1896 {See also 
Ev 699). 

b. 11 When the churches become living, working churches, the Holy 
Spirit will be given in answer to their sincere request . ... 
Then the windows of heaven will be open for the showers of the 
latter rain ... RH 2-25-1890, p. 113. 
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c. 11 When the reproach of indolence and slothfulness shall have 
been wiped away from the church, the Spirit of the Lord will be 
graciously manifested. Divine power will be revealed. The 
church will see the providential working of the Lord of hosts. 
The light of truth will shine forth in clear, strong rays, and, 
·as in the time of the apostles, many souls will turn from error 
to truth. The earth will be lighted with the glory of the Lord ... 
9T 46. 

21. When we do our part. what will God do? 

a. 11 When the way is prepared for the Spirit of God, the blessing 
will come. Satan can no more hinder a shower of blessing from 

. descending upon God's people than he can close ttie windows of 
heaven that rain cannot come upon the earth ... lSM 124. 

b. 11 The answer may come with sudden velocity and overpowering 
might; or it may be delayed for days and weeks. and our faith 
receive a trial. But God knows how and when to answer our 
prayer. It is our part of the work to put ourselves in con
nection with the-divine channel. God is responsible for His 
part of the work. He is faithful who hath promised. Thegreat 
and important matter with us is to be of one heart and mind, 
putting aside all envy and malice, and, as humble supplicants, 
to watch and wait. Jesus, our Representative and Head, is 
ready to do for u·s what He did for the praying, watching ones · 
onthe day of Pentecost ... Quoted in Our Firm Foundation. 
Vol. II; p. 683. 
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XII 

THE LOUD CRY 

1. What is God's last warning message to be given to the world? Rev. 18:1-5. 

a. 11This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement 
of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second angel of Revela
tion 14 (verse 8), is to be repeated, with the additional men
tion of the corruptions which have been entering the various 
organizations that constitute Babylon, since that message was 
first given, in the summer of 1844. 11 GC 603 (See also EW 277). 

b. 11As foretold in the eighteenth of Revelation, the third angel's 
message is to be proclaimed with great power by those who give 
the final warning against the beast and his image. . . • .. 8T 118. 

c. 11 Revelation 18 po.ints to the time when, as the resu-lt of reject
ing the threefold warning of Revelation 14:6-12, the church will 
have fully reached the condition foretold by the second angel, 
and the people of God still in Babylon will be called upon to 
separate from her communion. This message is the last that 
will ever be given to the world ..•. 11 GC 390. 

d. 11These announcements, uniting with the third angel's message, 
constitute the final warning to be given to the inhabitants 
of the earth. 11 GC 604. 

2. Is this the same message we have been preaching since 1844 or is it a 
distinct call? 

.. When Jesus began His public ministry, He cleansed the Temple 
from its sacrilegious profanation. Among the last acts of His 
ministry was the -second cleansing of the Temple. So in the last 
work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made 
to the churches. The second angel's message is,- [R~v. :14:8 
quoted]. And in the loud cry of the-third angel's message a 
voice is heard from heaven saying, [Rev. 18:4~ 5 quoted] ... 
2SM 118; 7BC 985. (See also EW ~77)".- _ 

3. What is the very heart ofthe three angels' messages? Rev. 14:6. 

a. ..Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justi
fication by faith is the third angel's message, and I have 
answered, 'It is the third angel's message in verity .... Ev 190; 
lSM 372. _ _ - _ 

b. 11 The message of Christ's righteousness is to sound from one end 
of the earth to the other to prepare the way of the Lord. This 
is the glory of God, which closes the work of the third angel ... 
6T 19. 

c. 11 The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His 
people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to 
bring more prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, 
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the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. It presented 
justification through faith in the Surety; it invited the people 
to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest 
in obedience to all the commandments of God. Many had lost 
sight of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed to His 
divine person, His merits, and His changeless love for the 
human family. All power is given into His hands, that He may 
dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the pricelss gift of 
His own righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the 
message that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the 
third angel•s message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud 
voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a 
large measure ... TM 91, 92. 

d. 11The last message of mercy to be given to the world is a revela
tion of His character of love. The children of 'God are to manifest 
His glory. In their own life and character they are to reveal what 
the grace of God has done for them ... COL 415, 416. 

4. Why is this message said to be given with a 11 Strong voic'e 11 or "loud cry" 
(Rev. 18:2)? 

"It is represented as being given with a loud voice; that is, 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. " 7BC 980. 

5. What makes the loud cry possible? Whence its compelling power? Zech 4:6. 

a. "The •1 a tter rain, • or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, 
and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven 
last plagues shall be poured out." EW 86. 

b. "I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with 
great power. It had effect. . . I asked what had made this 
great change. An angel answered, •It is the latter rain, the 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the 
third angel. 1

" EW 271. 

6. To whom is the loud cry particularly directed? 

a. "In the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation the people of God 
are called upon to come out of Babylon. According to this 
scripture, many of God•s people must still be in Babylon. And 
in what religious bodies are the greater part of the followers 
of Christ now to be found? Without doubt, in the various 
churches professing the Protestant faith ... GC 383. 

b. "It is true that there are real Christians in the Roman Catholic 
communion. Thousands in that church are serving God according 
to the best light they have. . • • Many will yet take their 
position with His people." GC 565. 

c. ..Notwithstanding the spiritual darkness and alienation from God 
that exist in the churches which constitute Babylon, the great 
body of Christ•s true followers are still to be found in their 
communion." GC 390 (See also GC 449; 605}. 
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7. What will Satan introduce into the popular churches before Revelation 
18:1 is fulfilled? 
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a. "The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the 
time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent 
it by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can 
bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God•s 
special blessing is poured out; there will be· manifest what is 
thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes w111 exult 
that God is working marvelously for them, when the work is that 
of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to 
extend his influence over the Christian world." GC 464. 

b. "While Satan works with his lying wonders, the time will be ful
filled foretold in the Revelation, and the mighty angel that 
shall lighten the earth with his glory will proclaim the fall 
of Babylon, and .call upon God•s people to forsake her." 7BC 985. 

8. How can we differentiate between Satan•s false revival and the loud cry? 

"There is an emotional exci~ement, a mingling of the true with 
the false, that is well adapted to mislead. Yet none need be 
deceived. In the light rif God•s word it is not difficult to 
determine the nature of these movements. Wherever men neglect 
the testimony of the Bible, turning away from those plain, 
soul-testing truths which require self-denial and renunciation 
of the world, there we may be sure that God•s blessing is not 
bestowed. And by the rule which Christ Himself has given, •ve 
shall know them by their fruits• (Matthew 7:16), it is evident 
that these movements are not the work of the Spirit of God." 
GC 464, 465. . . 

9. Do we know exactly when the latter rain will fall a.nd the angel of Reve
lation 18 will come down from heaven? 

"I have no specific time of which to ~peak wheri the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit wi 11 take p 1 ace--when the mighty an~e 1 wi 11 
come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel 1n closing 
up the work for this world; my message is that our only safety 
is in being ready for the heavenly refreshing. . • ... 7BC 984. 

10. Was the fall of Babylon (Rev. 18:2) complete when Mrs. White wrote The 
Great Controversy? 

"Not yet, however, can it be said that •sabylon is fallen ..• 
because she·made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication. •she1iii'Silot yet made all natio'ns do this." 
GC 389. 

11. When will Babylon•s fall be complete so that Rev. 18:2 can be preached 
as a wholly fulfilled prophecy? 

a. " 1 She made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication. • Rev. 14:6-8. How is this done? By forcing men 
to accept a spurious sabbath." 8T 94. 
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b. "Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of 
the church with the world shall be fully accomplished through
out Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete. The 
change is a progressive one, and the perfect fulfillment of 
Revelation 14:8 is yet future." GC 390. 

12. How will Sunday legislation with its accompanying persecution affect 
the preaching of the third angel•s message? 

a. "When the s torrn of persecution really breaks upon us, . . . 
then will the message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, 
and the whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the 
Lord. 11 6T 401. · 

b. 11At the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled 
with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath 
more fully." EW 33 (See also EW 85). 

c. 11 Th is fa 1 se Sabbath is to be enforced by an oppressive 1 aw. 
Satan and his angels are wide-awake and intensely active •. 
But while Satan works with his lying wonders, the time will be 
fulfilled foretold in the Revelation, and the mighty angel that 
shall lighten the earth with his glory, will proclaim the fall 
of Babylon, and call upon God•s people to forsake her." 7BC 
985; RH 12-13-1892, p. 769. 

13. How will this wonderful experience affect the people of God? 

a. "As the members of the body of Christ a~proach the period of 
their last conflict, •the time of Jacobs trouble,• they will 
grow up into Christ, and will partake largely of His Spirit. 
As the third message swells to a loud cry, and as great power 
and glory attend the closing work, the faithful people of God 
will partake of that glory. It is the latter rain which revives 
and strengthens them to pass through the time of trouble. Their 
faces will shine with the glory of that light which attends the 
third angel ... 7BC 984; lT 353. 

b. 11As the third angei •s message swells into a loud cry, great power 
and glory will attend its proclamation. The faces of God•s 
people will shine with the light of heaven." 7T 17. 

c. "As the end approaches, the testimonies of,God•s servants will 
become more decided and more pcwerful. 11 RH 12-13-1892, p. 769. 

14. Will it compare in any way with the 11 midnight cry .. of 1844? 

a. 11 The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel•s 
message is to lighten the whole earth with his glory. A work 
of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here foretold. The 
advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the 
power of God; the first angel•s message was carried to every 
missionary station in the world, and in some countries there 
was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in 
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any land since the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but 
these are to be exceeded by the mighty movement under the last 
warning of the third angel. 11 GC 611. 

b. "I saw that this message will close with power and strength far 
exceeding the midnight cry." EW 278. 

c. "The power which stirred the people so mightily in the 1844 
movement will again be revealed. The third angel's message 
will go forth, not in whispered tones, but with a loud voice." 
5T 252; Ev 693. 

15. What was the "midnight cry" like? 

"Like a tidal wave the movement swept over the land ...• 
There was little ecstatic joy, but rather deep searching of 
heart, confession of sin, and forsaking of the world. A prep
aration to meet the Lord was the burden of agonizing spirits. 
There was persevering prayer and unreserved consecration to 
God .... 

"Of all the great religious movements since the days of the 
apostles, none have been more free from human imperfection and 
the wiles of Satan than was that of· the autumn of 1844 ..•. 

"They studied the word of God with an'intensity of interest 
before unknown. . • • At that time there was faith that brought 
answers to prayer. . . . The assurance of the Saviour's ap
proval was more necessary to them than t!leir daily food ...• 11 

GC 400-403. . 

16. How will the loud cry compare with Pentecost? 

a. "The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As 
the 'former rain' was given, in the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit at the opening of the ~ospel, to cause the upspringing 
of the precious seed, so the latter rain' will be given at 
its close, for the ripening of the harvest. 11 GC 611. 

b. "Before the filial visitation of God's judgments upon-earth 
there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of 
primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic 
times." GC 464 

c. "The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was 
the former rain, and glorious was the result. But the latter 
rain will be more abundant." Ev 701. 

d. "The time is coming when there wi 11 be as many converted in a 
day as there were on the day of Pentecost, after the disciples 
had received the Holy Spirit." Ev 692. 

17. Will miracles be wrought as at Pentecost and soon thereafter? 
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a. "The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost .. 
The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifes
tation of the power of God than marked its opening. The prophe
cies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain 
at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the 
latter rain at its close. Here are •the times of refreshing• 
to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: •Repent 
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence 
of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.• Acts 3:19, 20. 

"Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with 
holy consecration, \'Jill hasten from place to place to proclaim 
the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, a 11 over the 
earth, the warning will be given. Miracle's will be wrought, 
the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the 
believers. Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing 
down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. 
Thus the inhabitants of the earth wi 11 be brought to take their 
stand." GC 611, 612. 

b. "Mighty miracles were wrought, the sick were healed, and signs 
and wonders followed the believers." EW 278. 

18. What is God•s attitude toward those who deny that He will again work 
miracles? 

"Here we see that the church--the Lord•s sanctuary--was the 
first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God~ The ancient men, 
those to whom God had given great 1 i ght and who had stood as 
guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had be
trayed their trust. They had taken the position that we need 
not look for miracles and the marked manifestation of God•s 
power as in former days." 5T 211. 

19. Is it possible that the gift of tongues may also be repeated? 

"It is with an earnest longing that I look forward to the time 
when the events of the day of Pentecost shall be repeated with 
even greater power than on that occasion. John says, •I saw 
another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and 
the earth was 1 i ghtened with his glory. •. Then, as at the 
Pentecostal season, the people will hear the truth spoken to 
them, every man in his own tongue." 6BC 1055; RH 7-20-1886. 

20. How wi 11 God • s children who are sti 11 in Babylon respond to the 1 oud cry? 

a. "Multitudes will receive the faith and join the armies of the 
Lord.n Ev 700. 

b. "Souls that were scattered all through the religious bodies 
answered to the call, and the precious were hurried out of the 
doomed churches, as Lot was hurried out of Sodom before her 
destruction." EW 279. 
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c. "When the cr1s1s comes, many will be prepared to make right de
cisions even in the face of the formidable difficulties that 
will be brought about through the deceptive miracles of Satan. 
Although these will confess the truth and become workers with 
Christ at the eleventh hour, they will receive equal wages with 
those who have wrought through the whole day. There will be an 
army of steadfast believers who will stand as firm as a rock 
through the last test." RH 12-24-1889, p. 3. 

d. "Why was it that Christ went out by the seaside, and into the 
mountains? He was to give the word of life to the people. They 
did not see it just that minute. A good many do not see it now, 
to take their position, but these things are influencing their 
lives; and when the message goes with a loud voice, they will be 
ready for it. They will not hesitate long; they will come out 
and take their position." Ev 300, 301. · 

e. "The message wi 11 be carried not so much .by argument as by the 
deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments have been 
presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up 
and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary 
workers have exerted their influence, yet many.whose minds were 
impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truth 
or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate 
everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest 
children of God sever the bands which have held them. ·Family 
connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. 
Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the 
agencies combined against the truth, a large number take their 
stand upon the Lord's side." GC 612. 

f. "I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with 
great power. It had effect. Many had been bound; some wives 
by their husbands, and some children by their parents. The 
honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly 
laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and 
the truth alone was exalted to. them. They had been hungering 
and thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than 
life. I asked what had made this great change .. An angel 
answered, 'It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the pre
sence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel .... EW 271. 

21. Will any backslidden Adventists. heed the message? 

"~1any who have strayed from the fold will come back to follow 
the great Shepherd ... 6T 401. 

22. What Spirit of Prophecy book will be instrumental in leading many to take 
their stand with God's commandment-keeping people? 

"The book The Great Controverst, I appreciate above silver or 
gold, and T!freatly des1re tha it shall come before the people. 

The results of the circulation of this book are not to 
be judged by what now appears. By reading it, some souls will 
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be aroused, and will have courage to unite themselves at once 
with those who keep the commandments of God. But a much larger 
number who read it will not take their position until they see 
the very events taking place that are foretold in it. The ful
fillment of some of the predictions will inspire faith that 
others also will come to pass, and when the earth is lightened 
with the glory of the Lord, in the closing work, many souls 
will take their position on the commandments of God as the 
result of this agency ... CM 128, 129. 

23. How wi 11 the unconverted members of the Seventh-day Adventist church react? 

a. 11 The third ange 1 's message wi 11 not be comprehended, the 1 i ght 
which will lighten the earth with its glory will be called a 
false ·light, by those who refuse to walk in its advancing 
glory ... RH 5-27-1890, p. 321. 

b. "Unless those who can help in are aroused to a sense of 
their duty, they will not recognize the work of God when the 
loud cry of the third angel shall be heard ... TM 300. 

c. 11There is to be in the churches a wonderful manifestation of the 
power of God, but it will not move upon those who have not hum
bled themselves before the Lord, and opened-the door of their 
heart by confession and repentance. In the manifestation of the 
power that lightens the earth with its glory, they will see only 
something which in their blindness they think dangerous, some
thing which will arouse their fears, and they will brace them
selves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work according 
to their expectations and ideas, they will oppose the work. 
'Why' they say, 'should we not know the Spirit of God, when we 
have been in the work so many years?' .. RH 11-7-1918. 

d. 11As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith 
in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join 
the ranks of the opposition ... GC 608. 

24. What will be the reaction of the popular ministry and the sin-loving 
multitudes? 

a. 11 But since many refuse to be satisfied with the mere authority 
of men and demand a plain 'Thus saith-the Lord,' the popular 
ministry, like the Pharisees of old, filled with anger as their 
authority is questioned, will denounce the message as of Satan 
and stir up the sin-loving multitudes to revile and persecute 
those who proclaim it. 
11As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of 
the people are called to God's downtrodden law, Satan is astir. 
The power attending the message will only madden those who op
pose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts 
to shut away the light lest it should shine upon their flocks. 
By every means at their command they will endeavor to suppress 
the discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



the strong arm of civil power, and, in this work, papists and 
Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement be
comes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against 
commandment keepers. They will be threatened with fines and 
imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, 
and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce 
their faith ... GC 607. 

b. 11 The last great warning had sounded everywhere, and it had 
stirred up and enraged the inhabitants of the earth who would 
not receive the message ... EW 279. 

25. How extensively will the knowledge of salvation be diffused? 

a. 11 During the loud cry, the church, aided by the providential 
interpositions of her exalted Lord, will diffuse the knowledge 
of salvation so~bundantly that light will be communicated to 
every city and town. The earth will be filled with the know
ledge of ~alvation. So abundantly will the renewing Spirit of 
God have crowned with success the intensely active agencies, 
that the light of present truth will be seen flashing every
where... Ev 694. 

b. "A crisis is right upon us. We must now by the Holy Spirit•s 
power proclaim the great truths for these last days. It will 
not be long before everyone will have heard the warning and 
made his decision. Then shall the end come ... Ev 703. 

26. Are God•s people supposed to withdraw from the Seventh-day Adventist 
church and join some purer, holier group at the time of the loud cry? 
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a. 11How is it that these pamphlets denouncing the Seventh-day Ad
ventist Church as Babylon were scattered abroad everywhere, at 
the very time when that church was receiving the outpouring of 
the Spirit of God? How is it that men can be so deceived as 
to imagine that the loud cry consists in calling the people of 
God out from the fellowship of a church that is enjoying a 
season of refreshing?.. TM 23 

b. 11 You will take passages in the Testimonies that speak of the 
close of probation, of the shaking among God•s people, and you 
will talk of a coming out from this people of a purer, holier 
people that will arise. Now all this pleases the enemy .... 
Should many accept the views you advance, and talk and act upon 
them, we would see one of the greatest fanatical excitements 
that has· ever been witnessed among Seventh-day Adventists. This 
is what Satan wants ... lSM 179. 

c. 11 We cannot now enter into any new organization; for this would 
mean apostasy from the truth ... 2SM 390. 

27. Will the loud cry come as a result of any human planning? 

a. 11 Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work in a 
manner very much out of the common order of things, and in a way 
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that will be contrary to any human planning. There will be 
those among us who will always want to control the work of God, 
to dictate even what movements shall be made when the work goes 
forward under the direction of the angel who joins the third 
angel in the message to be given to the world. God will use 
ways and means by which it will be seen that He is taking the 
reins in His own hands. The workers will be surprised by the 
simple means that He will . use to bring about and perfect His 
work of righteousness ... TM 300. 

b. "The laborers wi 11 be qualified rather by the unction of His 
Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of 
faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy 
zeal, declaring the words which God gives them ... GC 606 (See 
also Ev 700). 

c. 11Many, even among the uneducated, now proclaim the words of the 
Lord. Children are impelled by the Spirit to go forth and de
_clare the message from heaven. The Spirit is poured out upon 
a 11 who will yi e 1 d to its promptings, and, casting off a 11 man 's 

· machinery, his binding rules and cautious methods, they will 
declare the truth with the might of the Spirit's power ... Ev 700. 

d. 11To souls that are earnestly seeking for light and that accept 
. with gladness every ray of divine illumination from His holy 

word, to such alone light will be given. It is through these 
souls that God will reveal that light and power which will 
lighten the whole earth with His glory." 5T 729. 

e. "When divine power is combined with human effort, the work wi 11 
spread like fire in the stubble. God will employ agencies 
whose origin man will be unable to discern; angels will do a 
work which men might have had the blessing of accomplishing, 
had they not neglected to answer the claims of God." RH 12-
15-1885, .p. 769. 
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XIII 

THE TIMES AND THE SEASONS 

1. Do we know the exact time when the latter rain will be poured out? 

a. 

b. 

11 We are not to know the definite time either for the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit or for the coming of £hrist. 11 Ev 221; lSM 
188; 6BC 1052; RH 3-22-1892. 

11 I have no specific time of which to speak when the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit will take place--when the mighty angel will 
come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel in clos
ing up the work for this world; my message is that our only 
safety is in being ready for the heavenly refreshing, having 
our lamps trimmed and burning ... lSM 192; 7BC 984. 

2. What did Jesus say about th~ date of His return? Matt. 24:36; John 21: 
22, 23; Acts 1:6, 7. 

3. Why has the knowledge of the time of Christ•s return been withheld 
from us? 

11 Why has not God given us this knowledge?--Because we would not 
make a right use of it if He did. A condition of things would 
result from this knowledge among our people that would greatly 
retard the work of God in preparing a people to stand in the 
great day that is to come. We are not to be engrossed with 
speculation in regard to the times and the seasons w_hich God 
has not revealed ... Ev 221; RH 3-22-1892. 

4. What indications are there that Jesus was prepared to returnto this 
world at some time shortly after 1844, when the last time p_rophecy 
ended? 

a. 11 I saw that those who of late have embraced the truth would 
have to know what it is to suffer for Christ•s sake, that they 
would have trials to pass through that would be keen and cutting 
in order that they may be purified and fitted through suffering 
to receive the seal of the living God, pass through the time of 
trouble, see the King in His beauty, and dwell in the presence 
of God and of pure, holy angels .•.. 
11 But now time is almost finished, and what we have been years 
learning, they will have to learn in a few mon.ths.•; EW 67 (1850). 

b. 11 I was shown the company present at the Conference. Said the 
angel, •some food for worms, some subjects of the-seven last 
plagues, some will be alive and remain upon the earth to be 
trans 1 a ted at the coming of Jesus. • 11 1T 131 , 132 ( 1856). 

5. What was the purpose of the Laodicean message which began to be preached 
in 1856 among the Sabbath-keeping Adventists? 
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"I saw that this message would not accomplish its work in a few 
short months. It is designed to arouse the people of God, to 
discover to them their backslidings, and to lead to zealous re
pentance, that they may be favored with the presence of Jesus, 
and be fitted for the 1 oud cry of the third ange 1 . " 1T 186 ( 1859) . 

6. Did this message accomplish its purpose? 

"God's people are not prepared for the loud cry of the third 
angel." 1T 486 ( 1867). 

7. Why did Jesus not return at once anyway? (See Jonah 3:4-10; Jer. 18:7-10.) 

"The long night of gloom is trying, but the morning is deferred 
in mercy, because if the Master should come, so many would be 
found unready." Ev 694; 2T 194 (1868). 

8. Nevertheless, did Sister White believe that the Lord's coming was 
inminent? 

"Because time is short, we should work with diligence and dou-
ble energy. Our children may never enter college." 3T 159 (1872). 

9. Why did Jesus not return in the years before 1883? 

a. "Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held 
fast their faith and followed on unitedly in the opening provi
dence of God, receiving the message of the third angel and in 
the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, they 
would have seen the salvation of God, the Lord would have 
wrought mightily with their efforts, ·the work would have been 
completed, and Christ would have come ere this to receive His 
people to their reward. . • . It was not the will of God that 
the coming of Christ should be thus delayed. . . . For forty 
years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient 
Israel from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the 
entrance of modern Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither 
case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, 
the wor.ldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord's 
professed people that have kept us in this world of sin _and 
sorrow so many years." Ev 695, 696 (1883). 

b. "If all who had labored unitedly in the work of 1844, had re
ceived the third angel's message and had proclaimed it in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord would have wrought mightily 
through their efforts. A flood of light would have been shed 
upon the world. Years ago the inhabitants of the earth would 
have been warned, the closing work completed, and Christ would 
have come for the redemption of His people." 4SP 291 (1884); 
GC 458; 8T 116. 

10. In spite of the delay up to that point, what was still the prophet's 
expectancy? 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



a. "The Lifegiver's voice has not yet called the sleeping saints 
from their gloomy prisons, but we have not lost faith, because 
the predicted hour has not yet arrived. ·. . . The hour wi 11 
come; it is not far distant, and some of us who now believe 
will be aliv~ upon the ~arth, and shall see the ~rediction 
verified, and hear the voice of the archangel, and the trump 
of God echo from mountain and plain and sea, to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. All creation will hear that voice, and 
those who have lived and died i h Jesus, wi 11 respond to the 
call of the Prince of Life." RH 7-31-1888, p~ 482. 
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b. "In this age of the world, as the scenes of earth's history are 
soon to close and we are about to enter upon the time of trouble 
such as never was, the fewer the-marriages-contracted, the bet
ter for an , both men and women." 5T 366 ( 1885) . 

11. What message, proclaimedo with power in the three years following the 1888 
General ·Conference, was the "beginning" of the loud cry? 

"The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the 
third angel has already begun in the revelation of the right
eousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer .. This is the 
beginning of the 1 i ght of the angel whose glory sha 11 fi 11 
the whole earth." lSM 363; 7BC 984; RH 11-22-1892, p. 722. 

12. Was the Latter Rain falling on God's people in·l892 or was this just 
the "swelling" of the message which eventually would become the loud 
cry? - · · 

"We are not to know the definite time ·either for the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit or for the coming of Christ ... ~ • The 
third. angel's message is swelling into a loud cry. . . . Today 
you are to have your vessel purified that it may .be ready for 
the heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for 
the .latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill 
ever:y soul that is purifi-ed from every defilement. It is our 
work today to yield our ·souls to Christ, that we may be fitted 
for the_ time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord-
fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.".· RH 3-:-22-1892, p. 
178 (Sermon atlansing, .Michigan, Sept. 5, l89l). 

13. What was Sister Whit€'s attitude, in 1891, concerning the nearness of 
Christ's return? 

"You will not be able to say that He will come in one, two, or 
five years, neither are you to put off His coming by stating 
that ·it may not be for ten or twenty years." RH 3-22-1892, p. 
178 (Sermon at Lansing, Michigan, Sept. 5, 1891); Ev 221. 

14. Why did Jesus further delay His second advent?-· 

a. "Had the church of Christ done her appointed work as the Lord 
ordained, the whole world would before this have been warned, 
and the Lord Jesus would have come·to our earth in pbwer and 
great glory." DA 633, 634 (1898). 
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b. "Had the purpose of God been carried out by His people in giving 
to the world the message of mercy, Christ would, ere this, have 
come to the earth, and the saints would have received their wel
come into the .city of God ... 6T 450 (1900). 

c. "The lesson of this record is for us. The Lord had prepared the 
way before His people. They were very near the promised land. A 
little while and they would have entered Canaan. They themselves 
delayed the entering. Had they put their trust in God they could 
have gone straight in. God would have gone before them .•.. 
Brethren and sisters, from the light given me I know that if the 
people of God had preserved a living connection with Him, if they 
had obeyed His Word, they could today be in the heavenly Canaan ... 
GCB 3-30-1903 (See also Ev 694). 

15. Whose fault is it that we are in this sinful world, and Jesus has not yet 
returned? 

"We may have to remain here in this world because of insubordi
nation many more years, as did the children of Israel; but for 
Christ's sake, His people should not add sin to sin by charging 
God with the consequence of their own wrong course of action. 11 

Ev 696 (1901) .. 

16. What is Christ waiting for? 

"When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in 
His people, then He will come to claim them as His own. It is 
the privilege of every Christian, not only to look for, but to 
hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 11 COL 69. 

17. How do Mrs. White's expectations of the return of Christ compare with 
those of the Bible prophets? Rev. 22:6, 7, 12, 20; 1 Cor. 7:29; Rom. 13: 
11, 12. 

"The angels of God in their messages to men represent time as 
very short. Thus it has always been presented to me. It is true 
that time has continued longer than we expected in the early days 
of this message. Our Saviour did not appear as soon as we hoped. 
But has the word of the Lord failed? Never! It should be remem
bered that the promises and threatenings of God are alike condi
tional.., Manuscript 4, 1883, quoted by F. M. Wilcox in The 
Testimony of Jesus, p. 99 (entire manuscript quoted, pp.~-105). 
See also 7BC ~ 

18. What should our attitude be today? 

"Instead of exhausting the powers of our mind in speculations in 
regard to the times and seasons which the Lord has placed in His 
own power, and withheld from men, we are to yield ourselves to 
the control of the Holy Spirit, to do present duties, to give the 
bread of life, unadulterated by human opinions, to souls who are 
perishing for the truth ... Ev 702; 6BC 1052; RH 3-22-1892. 
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XIV 

THE SEAL OF GOD 

1. What special event is described as taking place shortly before the close 
of probation? Rev. 7:1-4. Ezek. 9:1-6. 

11 John sees the elements of nature--earthquake, tempest, and 
political strife--represented as being held by four angels. 
These winds are under control until God gives the word to let 
them go. There is the safety of God's church. The angels of 
God do His bidding, holding back the winds of the earth, that 
the winds should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on 
any tree, until the servants of God should be sealed in their 
foreheads. • . • This sealing of the servants of God is the 
same that was shown to Ezekiel in vision ... TM 444, 445. 

2. What is the seal of the living God? Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17. 

a. 11Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment 
is the seal of the living God ... GC 640. 

b. 11True observance of the Sabbath is the sign of loyalty to God. 11 

7BC 981. 

c. 11Those who would have the seal of God in their foreheads must 
keep the Sabbath of the fourth commandment ... 7BC 970. 

d. 11There is to be a mark placed upon God's people, and that mark 
is th~ keeping of His holy Sabbath ... 7BC 981. 

e. 11 To us as to Israel the Sabbath is given 'for a perpetual cove
nant.• To those who reverence His holy day.the Sabbath is a 
sign that God recognizes them as His chosen people. It is a 
pledge that He will fulfill to them His covenant. Every soul 
who accepts the sign of God's government places himself under 
the divine, everlasting covenant. He fastens himself to the 
golden chain of obedience, every link of which is a promise. 

11 The fourth corrmandment alone of all the ten contains the seal 
of the great lawgiver, the Creator of the heavens and the earth ... 
6T 350 {See also PP 307). 

3. What must be the spiritual condition of all who receive the seal of 
God's approval? 

a. They wi 11 have perfect characters. 11Are we seeking for His 
fullness, ever pressing toward the mark set before us--the per
fection of His character? When the Lord's people reach this 
mark, they will be sealed in their foreheads. Filled with the 
Spirit, they will be complete in Christ, and the recording 
angel will declare, 'It is finished .... 6BC 1118. 
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b. Nothing can move them from the truth. "Just as soon as the 
people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any seal 
or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both 
intellectually and spiritually, so they can not be moved--just 
as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, 
it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of 
God are now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know 
what is coming." 4BC 1161. 

c. They are Christlike. "The seal of the living God will be placed 
upon those only who bear a likeness to Christ in character." 
7BC 970. 

d. They areovercomers. "Those that overcome the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, will be the favored ones who shall receive the 
seal of the living God." TM 445. 

e. ·They are pure and without spot •. "Now is the time to prepare. 
The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an 
impure man or woman. It will never be placed on the forehead 
of the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It will never be 
placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or 
deceitful hearts. All who receive the seal must be without 
spot before God--candidates for heaven." 5T 216. 

f. They mourn over their own sins and sins in the church and world. 
"At the time when the danger and depression of the church are 
greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will 
be sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the 
land. But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of 
the church because its members are doing after the manner of the 
world. . . . They lament and afflict their souls because pride, 
avarice, selfishness, and deception of almost every kind are in 
the church. . . • The class who do not feel grieved over their 
own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others, 
will be left without the seal of God. . . • The seal of God 
will be placed upon the foreheads of those only who sigh and cry 
forthe abominations done in the land." 5T 209-212. 

"Only those who, in their attitude before God, are filling the 
position of those who are repenting and confessing their sins 
in the great antitypical day of atonement, will be recognized 
and marked as worthy of God's protection." TM 445. 

4. Are we in the sealing time now? If so, when did it begin? 

a. "I saw that the present test on the Sabbath could not come until 
the mediation of Jesus in the holy place was finished and He had 
passed within the second veil; therefore Christians who fell 
asleep before the door was opened into the most holy, when the 
midnight cry was finished, at the seventh month, 1844, and who 
had not kept the true Sabbath, now rest in hope; for they had 
not the light and the test on the Sabbath which we now have 
since that door was opened. I saw that Satan was tempting some 
of God's people on this point. Because so many good Christians 
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have fallen asleep in the triumphs of faith and have not kept 
the true Sabbath, they were doubting about its being a test for 
us now •... Satan is now using every device in this sealing 
time to keep the minds of God's people from the present truth 
and to cause them to waver." EW 42, 43. 

b. "The sealing time is very short, and will soon be over. Now 
is the time, while the four angels are holding the four winds, 
to make our calling and election sure." EW 58. 

5. Do we ·know of any_ people who have already been sealed? 

a. "I saw that she [Mrs. Hastings] was sealed and would come up 
at the voice of God and stand upon the earth and would be with 
the 144,000. I saw we need not mourn for her; she would rest 
in the time of trouble." 2SM 263. 

b. "There are living upon our earth men who have passed the age of 
fourscore and ten. The natural results of old age are seen in 
their feebleness. But they believe God, and God loves them. 
The seal of God is upon them, and they will be among.the number 
of whom the Lord has said, 'Blessed are the dead-which die in 
the Lord.'" 7BC 982. 

6. Is it possible that there are men and women living today who have already 
received the seal of God? 

"Anoth~r 'suppression' reads as follows: 'Well, bless the Lord, 
brethren and sisters, it is an extra meeting for.those that have 
the seal of the 1 iving God.' There is nothing in this that we 
do not still hold. Reference to our published works·will show 
our belief that the living righteous will receive the seal of 
God prior to the close of probation; also that these will enjoy 
special honors in the kingdom of God." ·lsM 66. 

7. Before the sealing of God's people is finishe~, what glorious event will 
take place? 

a. "Before the work is closed up and the sealing 6f God's people is 
finished, we shall receive the outpouring·of _the Spirit·of God." 
lSM 111. 

b. "Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our 
characters have one spot or stain upon them .. It is left with us 
to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul 
temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon 
us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost." ST 214. 

8.' What wi 11 happen to those who are not settled "into the truth ... so 
that they cannot be moved"? 

"Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads 
--it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling 
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into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they 
cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed and 
prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun 
already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give 
us warning, that we may know what is coming." 4BC 1161. 

9. What universal decree will be passed before all of God's people are 
sealed? 

a. "The powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments 
of God, will decree that 'all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond' (Revelation 13:16}, shall conform to the 
customs of the church by the observance of the false sabbath. 
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. . • On the other hand, the law of God enjoining the Creator's 
rest-day demands obedience, and threatens wrath against all who 
transgress its precepts. With the issue thus clearly brought 
before him, whoever shall trample upon God's law to obey a 
human enactment, receives the mark of the beast." GC 604. 

b. "While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly 
powers, receive the mark of the beast, the other choosing the 
token of allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of 
God." GC 605. 

c. "When you obey the decree that colllllands you to cease from labor 
on Sunday •.. you consent to receive the mark of the beast, 
and refuse the seal of God. If we receive this mark in our 
foreheads or in our hands, the judgments pronounced a~ainst the 
disobedient must fall upon us. But the seal of the llVing God 
is placed upon those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath of 
the Lord." RH 7-13-1897; 7BC 980. 

d. "The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will 
be formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great 
test for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will 
be decided •..• [Revelation 13:11-17 quoted.] ... 

"This is the test that the peop 1 e of God must have before they 
are sealed. All who prove their loyalty to God by observing His 
law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under 
the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of 
the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin 
and accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the 
beast." 7BC 976. 

10. What is "the number of them which were sealed"? Revelation 7:4. 

11. Do we know whether this is a literal number or a figurative number? 

"It is not His will that they shall get into controversy over 
questions which will not help them spiritually, such as, Who is 
to compose the hundred and forty-four thousand? This those who 
are the elect of God will in a short time know without question." 
lSM 174. 
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12. When the sealing angel has finished his work, what will Jesus do? 

a. "An angel returning from the earth announces that his work is 
done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all 
who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have 

.received 'the seal of the living God.' Then Jesus ceases His 
intercession in the sanctuary above." GC 613. 
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b. "I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven. An angel with a 
writer's inkhorn by his side returned from the earth and reported 
to Jesus that his work was done, and the saints were numbered and 
sealed. Then I saw Jesus, who had been ministering before the 
ark containing the ten commandments, throw down the censer. He 
raised His hands, and with a loud voice said, 'It is done.• And 
all the angelic host laid off their crowns as Jesus made the 
solemn declaration, 'He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; 
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still.'" EW 279,280. 

13. Then what will the four angels do? 

"Just before we entered it [the time of trouble], we all received 
the seal of the living God. Then I saw the four angels cease 
to hold the four winds. And I saw famine, pestilence and sword, 
nation rose against nation, and the whole world was in confusion." 
7BC 968. 

14. Who only will be protected in the time of trouble? · 

"Those who receive the seal of the living God, and are protected 
in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully." 
EW 71. 

15. Will the seal of God be placed upon us? 

a. "In a little while every one who is a child of God will have His 
seal placed upon him. Oh that it may be placed upon our fore
heads! Who can endure the thought of being forever passed by 
when the angel goes forth to seal the servants of God in their 
foreheads?" RH 5-28-1889. 

b. "Our own course of action wi 11 detenni ne whether we sha 11 receive 
the seal of the living God or be cut down by the destroying wea
pons. Already a few drops of God's wrath have fallen upon the 
earth; but when the seven last plagues shall be poured out with
out mixture into the cup of His indignation, then it will be 
forever too late to repent and find shelter. No atoning blood 
will then wash away the stains of sin. 

"'And at that time shall Michael stand up.' ••• Every case 
is decided; there is no longer probation, no longer mercy for 
the impenitent. The seal of the living God is upon His people." 
ST 212, 213. . 
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XV 

THE MARK OF THE BEAST 

1. How does John the Revelator warn us against receiving the mark of the 
beast? Rev. 14: 9, 10; 16:2. 

(84) 

2. How will Satan threaten those who refuse the mark of the beast? Rev. 13: 
11' 15-17. 

3. What is the mark of the beast? 

a. "John was called to behold a people distinct from those who 
worship the beast or his image by keeping the first day of the 
week. The observance of this day is the mark of the beast." 
TM 133. 

b. ·"The sign, or seal, of God is revealed in the observance of the 
seventh day Sabbath, the Lord's memorial of creation .... 
The mark of the beast is the opposite of this--the observance 
of the first day of the week." 8T 117. 

c. "The mark of the beast is the papal sabbath •..• " Ev 234. 

d. "When the test comes, it will be clearly shown what the mark of 
the beast is. It is the keeping of Sunday." 7BC 980. 

e. "Sundaykeeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and will not be 
until the decree goes forth causing men to worship this idol 
sabbath. The time will come when this day will be the test but 
that time has not come yet." 7BC 977 (1899}. 

4. How many people did Mrs. White say had the mark of the beast? 

"No one has yet received the mark of the beast." Ev 234 (1899). 

5. When will the mark of the beast be received? Will this be before or 
after the close of probation? Will it be possible for anyone to slip 
past the close of probation without receiving either the seal of God or 
the mark of the beast? 

a. "The testing time has not yet come. There are true Christians 
in every church, not excepting the Roman Catholic communion. 
None are condemned until they have had the light and have seen 
the obligation of the fourth co1m1andment. But when the decree 
shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, and the loud 
cry of the third angel shall warn men against the worship of 
the beast and his image, the line will be clearly drawn between 
the false and the true. Then those who still continue in 
transgression will receive the mark of the beast." Ev 234, 235. 

b. "If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the 
Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and showing that there is no 
foundation in the Word of God for Sunday observance, and yet you 
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still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the 
Sabbath which God calls 'My holy day,' you receive the mark of 
the beast. When does this take place? When you obey the de
cree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and worship 
God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible show
ing Sunday to be other than a common working day, you consent 
to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal of God. 
11 lf we receive this mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the 
judgments pronounced against the disobedient must fall upon us. 
But the seal of the living God is placed upon those who con
scientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord ... RH 7-13-1897; 
7BC 980 (See also Ev 235). 

c. 11 When Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the world 
shall be enlightened concerning the obligation of the true 
Sabbath, then wlioever shall transgress the command of God, to 
obey a precept which has no higher authority than that of Rome, 
wi 11 thereby honor popery above God. He is paying homage to 
Rome and to the power which enforces the institution ordained 
by Rome. He is worshipping the beast and his image. As men 
then reject the institution which God has declared to be the 
sign of His authority, and honor in its stead that which Rome 
has chosen as the token of her supremacy, they will thereby 
accept the sign of allegiance to Rome-..;'the mark of the beast. • 
And it is not until the issue i~thus plainly set before the 
people, and they are brought to choose between the command
ments of God and the commandments of men, that those who con
tinue in transgression will receive 'the mark of th~ beast.'., 
GC 449. 

d. 11The powers of earth, uniting to,·war against the commandments of 
God, will decree that 'all, both small and. great, rich and poor, 
free and bond' (Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the customs 
of the church by the observance of the fa 1 se sabbath. . . . On 
the other hand, the law of God enjoining the _Creator's rest day 
demands obedience and threatens wrath against all who transgress 
its precepts. 

11 With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall 
trample upon God's law to obey a human enactment receives the 
mark of the beas-t .... 11 GC 604. 

e. 11While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly 
powers, receive the mark of the beast, the other choosing the 
token of allegiance to divine authority, receive the sea 1 of 
God ... GC 605. 
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XVI 

THE CLOSE OF PROBATION 

1. Are there some people living today who have closed their individual 
probation, so that the Holy Spirit can no longer reach them? 

a. 

b. 

"Every day the probation of some is closing. Every hour some 
are passing beyond the reach of mercy." PP 140. 

"Every day we have been ·associating with men and women who are 
judgment bound. Each day may have been the dividing line to 
some soul; someone may have made the decision which will deter
mine his future destiny. What has been our influence over 
these fellow travelers? . What efforts have we put forth to 
bring them to Christ?" 5T 466. 

2. Do we know when our ·own period of probation may close? 

"We know not how soon our probation may close. At the longest, 
we have but a brief lifetime here, and we know not -how soon the 
arrow of death may strike our .hearts. We know not how soon we 
may be called to :give up the world and all its interests." 
MH 454. · 

3. Upon what four occasions, at least, in the past has there been a general 
close of probation for a large number of people? 

a. "There was a shut door in Noah•s day. There was at that time a 
withdrawal of the Spirit of God from the sinful race that per
ished in the waters of the Flood •... (Gen. 6:3)." lSM 63. 

b. "There was a shut door in the days of Abraham. ·Mercy ceased to 
plead with the inhabitants of Sodom .... " lSM 63. 

c. "Ther.e was a shut door in Christ•s day. The Son of God declared 
to the unbelieving Jews of that generation, •vour house is left 
unto you desolate (Matt. 23:38).•" lSM 63. 

d. "There was a shut door in 1844. All who saw the light of the 
first and sec;:ond ange 1 s • messages and rejected that 1 i ght, were 
left in darkness. And those who accepted it and received the 
Holy Spirit which attended the proclamation of the message from 
heaven, and who afterward renounced their faith and pronounced 
their experience a de 1 usi on, thereby rejected the Spirit of God, 
and it no longer pleaded with them." lSM 63. 

4. What divine decree will close the time of probation for the entire 
human family? Rev. 22:11, 12. 

5. What act of Christ will indicate that His intercession in behalf of 
sinners is forever finished? Dan. 12:1; Rev. 15:8. 

6. Do we know when that fateful hour wi 11 come? 
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a. 11 God has not revealed to us the time when this message will 
close, or when probation will have an end. Those things that 
are revealed we shall accept for ourselves and for our chil
dren; but let us not seek to know that which has been kept 
secret in the councils of the Almighty. • . • .. lSM .191; 
7BC 989. 

b. 11 Letters have come to me askingme if I have any special light 
as to the time when probation will close; and I answer that I 
have only th1s message to bear, that it is now time to work 
while the day lasts, for the night cometh when no man can 
work. 11 lSM 191; 7BC 989. . 

c. 11There is no conunand for anyone to search the Scriptures in 
order to ascertain, if possible, when probation will close. 
God has no such message for any mortal lips. He would have no 
mortal tongue declare that which He has hidden in His secret 
councils... lSM 192; 7BC 990. 
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7. Are there any time prophecies which must yet be fulfilled before proba
tion can close? 

11The people will not have another message upon definite time. 
. . • The longest reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844 ... 
7BC 971. 

8. What definite prediction is made concerning the enforcement of Sunday 
observance before the close of probation? . , 

a. 11The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast 
will be formed before p·robati on closes; for it is to be the 
great test for the people of God, by which their eternal des
tiny will be decided. . . • This is the .test that the people 
of God must have before they are sealed ... 7BC 976. · 

b. 11The great final test comes at the close of human probation, 
when it will be too late for the soul's need to be supplied ... 
COL 412. . . 

9. What is the relationship between the universal Sunday law and the close 
of probation for the nations of earth? (See p. 24, question 8.) 

10. What three tasks are completed almost simultaneously at the close of 
probation? 

a. 11The people of God have accomplished their work. . • • An angel 
returning from the earth announces that his work is done .. 
Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He 
lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, 'It is done.• .. 
GC 613. 

b. 11 Reference to our published works will show our belief that the 
living righteous will receive the seal of God prior to the close 
of probation; also that these will enjoy special honors in the 
kingdom of God ... lSM 66. 
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c. 11 When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases 
of those who in all a9es have professed to be followers of 
Christ have been exam1ned and decided, then, and not till then, 
probation will close, and the door of mercy will be shut ... 
GC 428. 

11. What will life be like in this world on the day that probation closes? 
Will anyone be aware that the decisive hour has come? 

a. 11 Before the Flood, after Noah entered the ark, God shut him in 
and shut the ungodly out; but for seven days the people, know
ing not that their doom was fixed, continued their careless, 
pleasure-loving life and mocked the ·warnings of impending 
judgment. 'So,' says the Saviour, 'shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.' Matthew 24:39. Silently, unnoticed as the mid
night thief, will come the decisive hour which marks the fixing 
of every man's destiny, the final withdrawal of mercy's offer 
to guilty men ... GC 491. 

b. 11While the man of business is absorbed in the pursuit of gain, 
while the pleasure lover is seeking indulgence, while the 
daughter of fashion is arranging her adornments--it may be in 
that hour the Judge of all the earth will pronounce the sen-
tence: 'Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting."' 
GC 491. 

c. "The crisis is steal~ng gradually upon us. The sun shines in 
the heavens, passing over its usual round, and the heavens still 
declare the glory of God. Men are still eating and drinking, 
planting and buildin~, marrying and giving in marriage. Mer
chants are still buy1ng and selling. Men are jostling one 
against another, contending for the highest place. Pleasure 
lovers are still crowding to theaters •. horse races, gambling 
halls. The highest excitement prevails, yet probati·on's hour 
is fast closing, and every case is about to be eternally decided. 
Satan sees that his time is short. He has set all his agencies 
at work that men may be deceived, deluded, occupied, and en
tranced until the day of probation shall be ended, and the door 
of mercy forever shut." ChS 51 (See also FE 335). 

12. ~~hat will life continue to be like right up to the moment of the destruc
tion of the wicked? 

a. "As the people of Noah's day 'knew not until the Flood came, and 
took them all away; so, in the words of our Saviour, 'shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.' Matthew 24:39. When the pro
fessed people of God are uniting with the world, living as they 
live, and joining with them in forbidden pleasure; when the 
luxury of the world becomes the luxury of the church; when the 
marriage bells are chiming, and all are looking forward to many 
years of worldly prosperity--then, suddenly as the lightning 
flashes from the heavens, will come the end of their bright 
visions and delusive hopes." GC 338, 339. 
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b. "When the reasoning of philosophy has banished the fear of 
God 1 S judgments; when religious teachers are pointing forward 
to long ages of peace and prosperity, and the world are ab- .· 
sorbed in their rounds of business and pleasure, planting and 
building, feasting and merry-making, rejecting God 1 s warnings 
and mocking His messengers,--then it is that sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, and they shall not escape. 11 PP 104. 

c. 11 Come when it may, the day of God will come unawares to the 
ungodly. When life is going on in its unvarying round; when 
men are absorbed in pleasure, in business, in traffic, in money
making; when religious leaders are magnifying the world's pro
gress and enlightenment, and the people are lulled in a false 
security--then, as the midnight thief steals within the un
guarded dwelling, so shall sudden destruction come upon the 
careless and ungodly, •and they shall not escape.• .. GC 38. 

d. 11 The forms of religion will be continued by a people from whom 
the Spirit of God has been finally withdrawn; and the satanic 
zeal with which the prince of evil will inspire them for the 
accomplishment of his malignant designs, will bear the semblance 
of zeal for God. 11 GC 615. 

13. Will Seventh-day Adventists expect probation to close when it does? 

a. 

b. 

11 The solemn fact is to be kept not only before the people of 
the world, but before our own churches also, that the day of the 
Lord will come suddenly, unexpectedly. 11 FE 336. 

11 When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly--at 
a time when we are least expecting it. But we can have a 
clean record in heaven today, and know that God accepts us . 
• • • 

11 7BC 989. 

14. Where.will the righteous be living and what will they be doing up to the 
time of probation's close? 

"The wheat and tares •grow together until the harvest. 1 In the 
discharge of life•s duties the righteous will to the last be 
brought in contact with the ungodly. The children of light are 
scattered among the children of darkness, that the contrast may 
be seen by all. 11 5T 100. 

15. Will there be any supernatural sign on earth to indicate that Christ 
has finished His intercessory ministry in heaven? 

Elder G. A. Irwin wrote in the Review and Herald Supblement of 
June 21,1898, p. 1, 11 A darknesSWTITcovertli'einha 1tants of 
the earth when Jesus moves out of the heavenly sanctuary, such 
as enveloped the earth at the time of the crucifixion. 11 It 
should be clearly understood, however, that there is no Spirit 
of Prophecy support for this statement. Sister White says, 
11 When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants 
of the earth ... GC 614. This darkness is no doubt spiritual, 
the 11 darkness of error and delusion •... 11 EW 104. 
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16. Will the righteous have any other way of knowing that probation has 
closed? 

a. "When the irrevocable decision of the sanctuary has been pro
nounced and the destiny of the world has been forever fixed. 
the inhabitants of the earth will know it not ... GC 615. 
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b. "The righteous and the wi eked wi 11 s ti 11 be 1 i vi ng upon the 
earth in their mortal state--men will be planting and building. 
eating and drinking. all unconscious that the final. irrevocable 
decision has been pronounced in the sanctuary above." GC 491. 

17. Will Satan know that probation has closed? 

a. "In the time of trouble. Satan stirs up the wicked. and they 
encircle the people of God to destroy them. But he does not 

_ know that 'pardon• has been written opposite their names in 
the books of heaven." RH 11-19-1908. p. 5. 

b. "He sees that holy angels are guarding them. and he infers that 
their sins have been pardoned; but he does not know that their 
cases have been decided in the sanctuary above." GC 618. 

18. What does the Bible say will follow probation's close? Rev. 15:8; 16:1; 
19:11-15. 

a. "I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until 
Jesus• work was done in the sanctuary. and then will come the 
seven last plagues." EW 36. 

b. "When the work of the investigative judgment closes. the destiny 
of all will have been decided for life or death. Probation is 
ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord in the clouds 
of heaven ... GC 490. 
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XVI I 

PERFECTION IN CHRIST 

1. How holy, or righteous, are we at birth? Job 14:4; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3: 
10, 19. 

(91) 

11Adam was created a pure, sinless being, without a taint of sin 
upon him; he was in the image of God. He could fall, and he 
did fall through transgressing. Because of sin his posterity 
was born with inherent propensities of disobedience." 5BC 1128. 

2. How many have yielded to their natural propensities to wrong? Rom. 3:23. 

3. How perfect, or holy, must we be if we are to be saved in God's kingdom? 
Heb. 12:14. 

11 He who enters heaven must have a character that is without spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing. Naught that defileth can ever 
enter there. In all the redeemed host not one defect will be 
seen ... MYP 144. 

4. What provision has the Lord made so that the gap between His perfect 
requirements and our imperfect lives may be bridged? Rom. 5:17-19; 
1 Peter 2:24. 

11 Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as 
He deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in which He had 
no share, that we might be justified by His righteousness, in 
which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, 
that we might receive the life which was His. 'With His stripes 
we are healed.' 11 DA 25. 

5. How can the sinner avail himself of heaven's Gift? Rom. 3:24-28. 

"The only way in which he can attain to righteousness is through 
faith. By faith he can bring to God the merits of Christ, and 
the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the sinner's account." 
lSM 367. 

6. After Christ forgives our sins and covers us with His robe of righteousness, 
how perfect or holy are we in God's sight? Rom. 4:5-7. 

a. "Through the righteousness of Christ we shall stand before God 
pardoned, and as though we had never sinned." 5BC 1142. 

b. "Through the efficacy of Christ's sacrifice, we may stand before 
God pure and spotless, our sins atoned for and pardoned .... 
The redeemed sinner, clothed in the robes of Christ's right-
eousness, may stand in the presence of a sin-hating God, made 
perfect by the merits of the Saviour." ST 3-15-1905, p. 9. 

c. "Jesus continues: As you confess Me before men, so I will con
fess you before God and the holy angels. You are to be My wit
nesses upon earth, channels through which My grace can flow for 
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the healing of the world. So I will be your representative in 
heaven. ·The Father beholds not your faulty character, but He 
sees you as c 1 othed in My perfection." DA 357. ' · 

7. Even though, in one sense, we may be considered perfect at conversion, 
what is the next part of God•s plan for us? 1 Thess. 4:3~ 

a. "To restore in man the image of his Maker, to bring him back to 
the perfection in which he was created, to promote the develop
ment of body, mind, and soul, that the divine purpose in his 
creation might be realized--this was to be the work of redemp
tion. This is the object of education, the great object of 
1 ife . " Ed 15, 16 . 

b. "God•s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human 
thought can reach. •Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 

.Father which is in heaven is perfect. • This command is a 
promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our complete 
recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always separates the 
contrite soul from sin." DA 311, 

c. "When souls are converted, their salvation is not yet accom
plished. They then have the race to run; the arduous struggle 
is before them to •fight the good fight of faith.' ... The 
battle is lifelong, and must be carried forward with determined 
energy proportionate to the value of the object you are in pur-
suit of, which is eternal 1 ife .... " OHC 163. 

d. "The work of sanctification must go on, not by impulse, but by 
steady, healthy advances, progressing toward perfection." RH 
3-5-1895. 

e. "The righteousness by which we are justified is imputed; the 
. righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted. The first 

is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven." 
MYP 35. 

8. During our experience as a Christian does the Lord regard us as perfect 
or imperfect--or both? 

(A) Perfect. 

(1) A new-born Christian is perfect just as a newly-born baby is 
perfect. · Jesus has forgiven our sins. We are justified through 
the imputed righteousness of Christ. The thief on the cross, 
from this standpoint, was perfect. See quotations under question 
6. 

(2) The Lord considers the growing Christian to be perfect if He is 
satisfied with his development. We may have been Christians for 
just a little while, our understanding of spiritual things may 
be only partial, and our faith weak, but God still will consi
der us perfect if we are maturing steadily through the imparted 
righteousness of Christ. "At every stage of development our 
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life may be perfect; yet if God•s purpose for us is fulfilled, 
there will be continual advancement ... COL 65. In spite of 
their faults the Bible calls Noah, Hezekiah, and Asa perfect 
(Gen. 6:9~ Isa. 38:3; 1 Kings 15:14). Paul speaks of those in 
his day who were perfect (Phil. 3:15), but in the same breath 
says that it was not the highest perfection attainable (Phil. 
3:12; See question 9, quotations a and b). 
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(3) The Christian is also considered perfect when, through the im
parted righteousness of Christ, he reaches the place where he 
does not sin, even by a thought. Such a one, through the 
divine power supplied him, has reached the highest goal of per
fection attainable in this life. At the close of probation 
every one of the living saints will, by God•s grace,' have 
achieved this level of spirituality. See quotations under 
question 27. 

(B) Imperfect. 

(1) The thief on the cross and all new converts may be thought of as 
imperfect in that they have had no opportunity to develop their 
characters. There is a lifetime of improvement to make. -

(2) A Christian of many years experience- is certainly imperfect 
while he continues to sin, even occasionally. David was a man 
after God•s own heart but he was also very imperfect. 11 We are 
not yet perfect; but it is our privilege to cut away from the 
entanglements of self and sin, and advance to perfection ... 
AA 565. 

(3) The Christian who ceases to sin, even by a thought, is imper
fect in the sense that there is still much more that he can 
learn about God~ 11 Even the most perfect Christian· may increase 
continually in the knowledge and love of God ... lT 340. 11 By 
growing daily in the divine life, he will not attain to the 
full stature of a perfect man in Christ until his probation 
ceases ... 4T 367. 

(4) The Christian who does not sin, even by a thought, is still 
subject to the temptations of his lower nature. He still has 
the battle to fight, and must do so until the moment of Christ•s 
return. He is imperfect and will be until Christ gives him a 
new body with a 11 natura 1 propensities to sin removed. uwe 
cannot say I am sinless until this vile body is changed and 
fashioned like unto His glorious body ... ST ·3-23-1888. See 
quotations under 9uestions 30 and 31. 

(5) The Christian who ceases to sin, even by a thought, is still a 
human being, capable of making unintentional mistakes. He might 
use poor grammar and might even have some unpleasant personality 
traits or habits of personal hygiene. His character may be per
fect, but as a child of sinful Adam, he is imperfect. 11 Every
thing human is imperfect ... lSM 20. 11 For us to cast off the 
erring, to treat them coldly, would not be doing as Christ has 
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done for us. We are fall i b 1 e. We need one another • s pity and 
consideration and forgiveness. We can not find perfection any
where, and should not expect it. We must patiently bear with 
the perversity of men, and try to teach them." Letter B-16-1885. 

9. When Jesus said, "Be ye therefore perfect," what did He mean? 

a. "Christ presents before us the highest perfection of Christian 
character, which throughout our lifetime we should aim to reach. 
'Be ye therefore perfect,' He says, 'even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect.' Concerning this perfection, Paul 
writes: 'Not as though I had already attained, either were al
ready perfect, but I follow after .••. '" MS 148, 1902. 

b. "The apostle himself was endeavoring to reach the same standard 
of holiness which he set before his brethren."· SL 86. 

c. ·"With our 1 imited powers we are to be as holy in our sphere as 
God is holy in His sphere." SD 155; RH 11-1-1892. 

d. "Our work is to strive to attain in our sphere of action the 
perfection that Christ in His life on the earth attained in 
every phase of character." SD 154; MM 253. 

e. "He is our pattern. • . . We cannot equal the pattern, but we 
shall not be approved of God if we do not copy it and, according 
to the ability which God has given, resemb 1 e it." 2T 549. 

10. Is this objective--perfection in our sphere of action--an unattainable 
ideal or.a goal which can actually be reached? 

a. "Those only who through faith in Christ obey all of God's com
mandments will reach the condition of sinlessness in which Adam 
lived before his transgression. They testify to their love of 
.Christ by obeying all His precepts." 6BC 1118. 

b. "This example is given us that we may know the possibilities, 
the heights we may reach in and through Christ. The standard 
He presents is perfection in Him, and through His merits we 
may attain to it. We come short because we are content to look 
at earthly things rather than at heavenly." KH 117. 

c. "Jesus revealed no qualities, and exercised no powers, that men 
may not have through faith in Him. His perfect humanity is 
that which all His followersmay possess, if they will be in 
subjection to God as He was." DA 664. · 

d. "He has made it possible for them to perfect Christian char
acter through His name, and to overcome on their own account 
as He overcame in their behalf." 3T 365. 

e. "God calls upon us to reach the standard of perfection, and 
places before us the example of Christ's character. In His 
humanity, perfected by a life of constant resistance of evil 
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the Saviour showed that through cooperation with Divinity, 
human beings may in this life attain to perfection of char
acter. This is God's assurance to us that we too may obtain 
comp 1 ete victory." AA 531 . 

11. Does the Lord intend that, by His grace, we shall live a life here and 
now which is free from sin? Jude 24; Phil. 4:13; 2 Peter 2:9; 1 Cor. 
10:13; 2 Cor. 10:5. 
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a. "We can overcome. Yes; fully, entirely. Jesus died to make a 
way of escape for us, that we might overcome eve-ry evil temp,er, 
every sin, every temptation,- and sit down at last with Him. • 
lT 144. 

b. "Christ died to make it possible for you to cease from sin." 
RH 8-28-1894. -. 

c. 11 lf you will stand under the bloodstained bannerof Prince 
Emmanuel, faithfully doing His service, you need never yield 
to temptation; for One stands by your side who is able to keep 
you from fa 11 1 ng." OHC 19. 

d. 11There is no excuse for sinning. A holy temper, a Christlike 
life, is accessible to.every repenting, believing child of 
God." DA 311. 

e. 11 His life testifies that it is possible for us also to obey the 
lawofGod. 11 DA24. 

f. 11 Satan ... is _constantly seeking to deceive the followers of 
Christ with his fatal sophistry that it is impossible for them 
to overcome. . . . Let none, then, regard their defects as 
i ncurab 1 e. God will give faith and grace to overcome them ... 
GC 489. - -

g. 11 Christ came to make us partakers of the divine nature, and His 
life declares that humanity, combined wit.h_ divinity, does not 
commit sin ... MH 180. 

h. 11 By living a sinless life He testified that every son and daughter 
of Adam can resist the temptations of the one who first brought 
sin into the world ... lSM 226. 

i. 11The strongest temptation is no excuse for sin. However great 
the pressure brought to bear upon the soul, transgression is our 
own act. It is not in the power of earth or hell to compel 
anyone to sin. The will must conse-nt, the heart must yield, 
or passion can not overbear reason, nor iniquity triumph over 
righteousness... ST 4-15-1913. 

j. 11 Not even b{;' a thought did He yield to temptation. So it may 
be with· us.' DA 123. · 
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12. Does this mean that every sinful prop;nsity within us can be subdued? 

a. 11 If we consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts 
and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His 
will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our 
own impulses ... DA 668. 

b. 11 Christ came to this world and lived the law of God, that man 
might have perfect mastery over the natural inclinations which 
corrupt the soul. . . . Man may stand conqueror of himself, 
conqueror of his own inclinations ... MH 130, 131. 

c., 11 We must learn of Christ. We must know what He is to those He 
has ransomed. We must realize that through belief in Him it 
is our privilege to be partakers of the divine nature, and so 
escape the corruption that is in the world through lust. Then 

d. 

e. 

_we are cleansed from all sin, all defects of character. We need 
not retain one sinful propensity ... 7BC 943. 

11Without the transforming process which can come alone through 
divine power, the original propensities to sin are left in the 
heart in all their strength, to ·forge new chains, to impose a 
slavery that can never·be broken by human power ... Ev 192. 

11The propensities that control the natural heart must be sub
dued by the grace of Christ, before fallen man is fitted to 
enter heaven. 11 AA 273. 

13. Is the Christian who does 11 not retain one sinful propensity .. delivered 
from the daily struggle with these propensities? Do they cease to 
trouble him? 

11 Paul•s sanctification was a constant conflict with self. 
Said he, •1 die daily.• 1 Cor. 15:31. His will and his de
sires every day conflicted with duty and the will of God. 
Instead of following inclination, he did the will of God, how
ever unpleasant and crucifying to his nature ... LS 237. 

14. Do not some people have more to overcome than others, due to hereditary 
and environmental factors? 

11 While some are continually harassed, afflicted, and in trouble 
because of their unhappy traits of character, having to war with 
internal foes and the corruption of their nature, others have 
not half so much to battle against ... 2T 74, 75. 

15. Does the Lord allow for these individual differences amongst us? Does 
He expect all of His children to have an identical Christian experience? 

11 Lead the people to look to Jesus as their only hope and helper; 
leave the Lord room to work upon the mind, to speak to the soul, 
and to impress the understanding. It is not essential for you 
to know and tell others all the whys and wherefores as to what 
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constitutes the new heart, or as to the position they can and 
must reach so as never to sin. You have no such work to do. 
All are not constituted a 1 ike. Conversions are not a 11 a 1 ike . 
. . . •• lSM 177. 

16. Can those with the strongest temptations also achieve complete victory 
over sin? 
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a. 11 Let no one say, I cannot remedy my defects of character. If 
you come to this decision, you will certainly fail of obtaining 
everlasting life. The impossibility lies in your own will." 
COL 331. . 

b. 11Through the plan of redemption, God has provided means for 
subduing every sinful trait, and resisting every temptation, 
however strong~. 11 lSM 82. 

17. Have there ever been people in the past who, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, have learned to live above sin? 

a. 11 The godly character of this prophet (Enoch) re-presents the 
state of holiness which must be attained by those who shall be 
'redeemed from the earth' at:the time of Christ's second 
advent. 11 PP 88, 89 (See also RH 7-31-1888). 

b. 11 Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to 
the power of temptation. . . . This is the condition in which 
those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble. 11 

GC 623. 

c. 11 The case of Daniel was presented before me. Although he was 
a man of like passions with ourselves, the pen of inspiration 
presents him as a faultless character. His life is given us 
as a bright example of what man may become ·even in this l;ife · 
if he will make God his strength and wisely improve the oppor
tunities and privileges within his reach ... 4T 569. · 

d. 11 Stand like Daniel, that faithful statesman, .a man whom no 
temptation could corrupt. 11 COL 332 {See also GC 470; OHC 249}. 

18. Are there people living above sin today? 

11 In every phase of your character-building you are to please 
God. This you may do; for Enoch pleased Him, though living in 
a degenerate age. And there are Enochs in this our day. 11 

COL 332. 

19. Do those Christians who are living the closest to Christ realize how 
saintly they are? 

a. 11 The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you wi 11 appear 
in your own eyes; .for your vision wi 11 be c 1 ea rer, and your 
imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct contrast to His 
perfect nature. This is evidence that Satan•s delusions have lost 
their power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of God 
is arousing you. 11 SC 64, 65. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



b. "The more we contemplate the character of Christ, and the more 
· we experience of His saving power, the more keenly shall we 

realize our own weakness and imperfection, and the more earn
estly shall we look to Him as our strength and our Redeemer." 
SL 83. 
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c. "The nearer we come to Jesus, and the more clearly we discern 
the purity of His character, the more clearly shall we see the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the less shall we feel like 
exalting ourselves. There will be a continual reaching out of 
the soul after God, a .continual, earnest, heart-breaking confes
sion of sin and humbling of the heart before Him. At every ad
vance step in our Christian experience our repentance will 
deepen. 11 AA 561. • . . · 

d. ..Those who experience the sanctification of the Bible will mani
fest a spirit of humility. Like Moses, they have had a view of 
the awful majesty of holiness, and they see their own unworthi
ness in contrast with the purity and exalted perfection of the 
Infinite One. 11 GC 470. 

e.. 11Those who are really seeking to perfect Christian character 
will never indulge the thought that they are sinless." SL 7. 

f. 11The greater the distance between them and their Saviour, the 
more righteous they appear in their own eyes." SL 8. 

g. "No one who claims holiness is really holy. Those who are reg
istered as holy in the books of heaven are ·not aware of the 
fact and are the last ones to boast of their own goodness." 
ST 2-2~-1885, p. 128. 

20. What is Christ's attitude toward those who comnit sin while sincerely 
trying to be Christians? · · 

a. "We shall often have to bow down and weep at the feet of Jesus 
because of our shortcomings and mistakes; but we are not to be 
discouraged. Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are not 
cast off, not forsaken and rejected of God." SC 64. 

b. "Jesus loves His children, even if they err. • • • When they do 
their best, calling upon God for His help, be assured the service 
w}ll be accepted although imperfect. Jesus is perfect. Christ•s 
righteousness is imputed unto them, and He will say, Take away 
the filthy garments from him and .clothe him. with change of raiment. 
Jesus makes up for our unavoidable deficiencies." Letter 17a, 
1891. Quoted by N. F. Pease in~ Faith Alone, p. 241. 

c. "When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth 
to this end, Jesus accepts this disposition and effort as man•s 
best service, and He makes up for the deficiency with His own 
divine merit." lSM 382; ML 250. · 

d. "If one who daily communes with God errs from the path, if he 
turns a moment from looking steadfastly unto Jesus, it is not 
because he sins willfully; for when he sees his mistake, he turns 
again, and fastens his eyes upon Jesus, and the fact that he has 
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erred, does not make him less dear to the heart of God ... RH 
5-12-1896. 
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e. "If through manifold temptations we are surprised or deceived 
into sin, He does not turn from us and leave us to perish. No, 
no, that is not our Saviour. . . . Our faith looks up. to Him, 
grasps Him as the One who can save to the uttermost, and the 
fragrance of the all-sufficient offering is accepted of the 
Father ... OHC 49. 

f. 11 When, through faith in Jesus Christ, man does according to the 
very best of his ability, and seeks to keep the way of the Lord 
by obedience to the ten commandments, the perfection of Christ 
is imputed to cover the transgression of the repentant and obed-
ient soul ... FE 135. -

21. What should the Christian's attitude be when he falls into sin? 

a. 11 If you make failures and are betrayed into. sin, do not feel 
then you cannot pray . . . but seek the Lord more earnestly." 
OHC 49. 

b. 11 When we are c 1 othed with the righteousness of Christ, we sha 11 
have no relish for sin; for Christ will be working with us. We 
may make mistakes, but we will hate the sin that caused the 
sufferings of the Son of God. 11 iSM 360; MYP 338. 

c. 11 Do all in your power to gain perfection; 'but do not think that 
because you make mistakes you are excluded from God.'s service ... 
MYP 226. 

d. 11 When Sa tan te 11 s you that the Lord wi 11 not regard you with 
favor because you have sinned, say~ 'Jesus gave His life for 
me. He suffered a cruel death that He might enable me to resist 
temptation. I know th~t He loves me, notwithstanding my im
perfection. I re$t in His love. - God has accepted His perfec
tion in my behalf. He is my righteousness and I trust in His 
merits... ST 8-13-1902, p. 2. 

22. Does the pen of inspiration tell us of other God,.;fearirig men who also 
at times were overcome by temptations?. 

11 The pen of inspi~at1on, true to its task, telis us of the sins 
that overcame Noah, Lot, Moses, Abraham, David, and Solomon, and 
that even Elijah's strong spirit sank under temptation -during -
his fearful trial. Jonah's disobedience and Isr_ael 's idolatry 
are faithfully recorded.- Peter's denial of Christ, the sharp 
contention of Paul and Barnabas, the failings and infirmities of 
the prophets and apostles, are all laid bare by the Holy Ghost, 
who lifts the veil _ from the human heart. There before us lie 
the lives of the believers, with all their faults and follies, 
which are intended as a lesson to all the generations following 
them. If they had been without foible they would have been more 
than human, and our sinful natures would despair of ever reaching 
such a point of excellence. But seeing where they struggled and 
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fell, where they took heart again and conquered through the 
grace of God, we are encouraged, and led to press over the 
obstacles that degenerate nature places in our way ... 4T 12. 
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23. What is the difference between the Christian who sometimes is led into 
sin and the worldling who commits the same sin? 

a. 11 While the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given 
themselves to the control of evil ... 5T 474. 

b. 11 TO be led into sin unawares--not intending to sin, but to sin 
through want of watchfulness and prayer, not discerning the 
temptation of Satan and so falling into his snare--is very 
different from the one who plans and deliberately enters into 
temptation and plans'()ut a course of sin ... OHC 177. 

c. 11The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and 
·occasion a 1 misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitua 1 words 
and acts. 11 SC 57, 58. 

24. Is there any difference between the professed Christian who is a slave to 
just one bad habit, and the worldling? 

a._ "One sinful desire cherished, will eventually neutralize all 
the power of the gospel ... 5T 53. 

b. "One secret sin indulged, wi 11 prove to the character what the 
wormeaten plank does to the ship--utter disaster and ruin ... 
4T 90. 

c. "One defect, cultivated instead of being overcome, makes the 
man imperfect, and closes against him the gate of the Holy 
City. II MYP 144. 

25. What great blessing of heaven will soon be poured out on those who have 
gained the victory over every besetting sin and who are not controlled 
by evil? 

a. 

b. 

Seep. 62, section (2). 

11 Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are the 
only ones who wi 11 be found fa ithfu 1. 11 5T 53 (See a 1 so SC 38) . 

26. What_is the_purpose of the Latter Rain? 

a. "The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens 
the grain, and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs 
these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy 
Spirit. . . . The ripenin~ of the grain represents the com
pletion of the work of Gods grace in the soul. By the power 
of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected 
in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the 
likeness of Christ. The latter rain, ripening earth•s harvest, 
represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the 
coming of the Son of man ... TM 506. 
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b. "As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us meek
ness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for 
the perfecting latter rain." TM 509. 

101 

27. Under the power of .the perfecting latter rain, to what spiritual state 
will God•s people--the 144,000--be brought by the close of probation? 
Rev. 14:1,5. 

a. "Not even by a thought could our Saviour b~ brought to yield to 
the power of temptation. . . . This is the condition in which 
those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble." 
GC 623 (See also 5T 475). 

b. "Are we seeking for His fullness, ever pressing toward the mark 
set before us--the perfection of His character? When the 
Lord•s people reach this mark, they willbe sealed in their 
foreh~ds. Filled with the Spirit, they will be complete in 
Christ, and the recording angel will declare, •rt is finished.•" 
OHC 150. · · · · 

28. Is a long period of years necessarily required for the perfection of 
Christian character? 

a . "As we near the close of this earth•s history, we either 
rapidly advance in Christian growth, or we rapidly retrograde 
toward the world." RH 12-13-1892, p. 770. 

b. "What we have been years learning, they will have to learn in 
a few months." EW 67. 

29. Why is it absolutely necessary for the 144,000 not to sin even by a 
thought after the close of probation? 

"They have passed through the time of trouble such as never was 
since there was a nation; ... they have stood without an 
intercessor through the final outpouring of God•s judgments." 
GC 649. 

30. Will they still feel the promptings of sin and be tempted after probation 
has closed? 

a. "So long as Satan reigns, we shall have self to subdue, besetting 
sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no 
stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have 
fully attained. Sanctification is the result of life-long 
obedience." AA 560, 561 (See also lT 341). 

b. "To those who have tried so hard to obtain by faith so-called 
holy flesh, I would say, You cannot obtain it. Not a soul of 
you has holy flesh now. No human being on earth has holy flesh. 

We may have Christian perfection of the soul. Through 
the sacrifice made in our behalf, sins may be perfectly for
given. . . . Thank God that we are not dealing with impossi
bilities. We may claim sanctification." 2SM 32. 
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c. "We may create an unreal world in our own minds and picture an 
ideal church, where the temptations of Satan no longer prompt 
to evil; but perfection exists only in our imagination ... RH 
8-8-1893. 

31. When will all temptation ·cease? 

a. 11 When human beings receive holy flesh, they will not remain on 
the earth, but wi 11 be taken to heaven. Whi 1 e sin is forgiven 
i-n this life, its results are not now wholly removed. It is at 
His coming that Christ is to 'change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto His glorious body."' 2SM 33 • 

. b. 11 We cannot say I am sinless until this vile body is changed 
and fashioned like unto His glorious body... ST 3-23-1888. 

c .. "I heard shouts of triumph from the angels and from the saints 
which sounded like ten thousand musical instruments, 'because 
they were to be no more annoyed and tempted by Satan and be-
cause the inhabitants of other worlds were delivered from his 
presence and his temptations . ., SR 416. 

d. 11 The·re are hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil that 
must be overcome. Appetite and passion:must be brought under 
the control of the Holy Spirit. There is no end to the wa-rfare 
this side of eternity." CT 20. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



( 1 03) 

XVIII 

THE DEATH DECREE 

1. What is Satan's ultimate intention concerning God's people? Rev. 13:15. 

a. 11The whole world is to be stirred with enmity against Seventh
day Adventists, because they will not yield homage to the 
Papacy, by honoring Sunday, the institution•of this anti
Christian power. ·It is the purpose of Satan to cause them to 
be blotted from the earth, in order that his supremacy of the
world may not be disputed ... RH 8-22-1893. 

b. 11The-remnant church will be brought into great trial and dis
tress. Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan num
bers the world as his subjects, he has gained control of the 
apostate churches; but here is a little company that are resist
ing his supremacy. If he could blot them from the earth, his 
triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations 
to destroy Israel, so in the near future he will stir up the 
wicked powers of earth to destroy the peop·le of God... 9T 231. 

2. How will Satan attempt to accomplish his purpose? 
11 Says the great deceiver: ... Our principal ·concern is to 
silence this sect of Sabbath-keepers. We must excite popular 
indignation against them. We will enlist great men and worldly
wise men upon our side, and induce those in authority to carry 
out our purposes. Then the sabbath which I have set up shall be 
enforced by laws the most severe and exacting. Those who dis
regard them shall be driven out from the cities and villages, 
and made to suffer hunger and privation. When once we have the 
power, we will show what we cari do with those who ·will not 
swerve from their allegiance to God. We led the Romish church 
to inflict imprisonment, torture, and death upon those who re
fuse to yield to her decrees; and now that we ~re bringing the 
Protestant churches and the world into harmony with this right 
arm of our strength, we will finally have a law to exterminate 
all who will not submit to our authority. When death shall be 
made the penalty of violating our sabbath, then many who are 
now ranked with commandment-keepers will come over to our side ... 
TM 472, 473. 

3; Will death be included, at first, as the penalty for violating the uni
versal Sunday law? 

11The powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments of 
God, will decree that all, 'both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and bond' (Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the customs 
of the church by the observance of the false sabbath. All who 
refuse compliance will be visited with civil penalties, and it 
will finally be declared that they are deserving of death ... 
GC 604. 
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4. When, in relationship to the close of probation, will capital punishment 
become the penalty for breaking the Sunday law? 

a. 11 Wonderful events are soon to open before the world. The end of 
all things is at hand. The time .of trouble is about to come 
upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go forth 
forbidding those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or 
se 11 , and threatening them with punishment, and even death, if 
they do not observe the first day of the week as the Sabbath. 
'And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time.' 11 RH 11-19-1908, p. 5. 

b. 11 'And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 

· nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall 
be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.' 
When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there 
is no longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. 
The seal of the living God is upon His people. This small rem-
nant, unable to defend themselves in the deadly conflict with 
the powers of earth that are marshaled by the dragon host, make 
God their defense. The decree has been passed by the highest 
earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive 
his mark under pain of persecution and death. May God help His 
people now, for what can they then do in such a fearful conflict 
without His assistance! .. 5T 212, 213. 

5. When threate~ed with imprisonment and death, will some Adventists give up 
their faith? 

11 The time is not far distant when the test will come to every 
soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who 
have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to 
worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the 
powers that be, rather than Subject themselves to derision, in
sult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is be
tween the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In 
this time the gold will be separated from the dross in the 
church." 5T 81. 

6. Will there be some martyrdoms? 

a. "As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in 
the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to 
destroy the people of God. Men will be required to render obed
ience to human edicts in violation of the divine law. Those 
who are true to God will be menaced, denounced, proscribed. They 
will be 'betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolk, 
and friends,• even unto death ... PK 587, 588. 

b. "There is a prospect before us of a continued struggle, at the 
risk of imprisonment, loss of property and even of life itself, 
to defend the law of God." 5T 712. 
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7. In this hour of deepest apostasy will there be Adventists in every land 
who will prove true? 

11 In heathen Africa, in the Catholic lands of Europe and of South 
America, in China, in India, in the islands of the sea, and in 
a 11 the dark· corners of the earth, God has in reserve a fi ·rm
ament of chosen ones that will yet shine forth amidst the dark
ness, reveali~g clearly.to an apostate world the transfo~min~ 
power of obed1 ence to H1 s law. Even now they are appear1 ng 1n 
every nation, among every tongue and people; and in the hour of 
deepest apostasy, when Satan•s supreme effort is made to cause 
•all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,• to 
receive, under penalty of death, the sign of allegiance to a 
false restday, these faithful ones, 'blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke,• will 'shine as lights in the 
world. 111 PK189. · 

8. When probation closes and the plagues begin to fall, who will be blamed 
as the cause of these judgments? 

-· 
11 These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they 
thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, 
and that if the.r.could rid the earth of us, the plagues :would 
then be stayed. • EW 36. 

9. What will be the result of this reasoning? 

a. 11 A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to 
cry day and night for deliverance ... . EW 36, 37. 

b. 11 It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an 
institution of the church and a law of the state, ought not to 
be tolerated; that it is better for them· to suffer than for 
whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness. The 
same argument 1800 years ago was brought against Ghrist by the 
'rulers of the people. • This argument .will appear conclusive; 
and a decree wi 11 finally· be issued against those who ha 11 ow 
theSabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserv
ing of the severest punishment, and giving the people liberty, 
after a certain time, to put them to death ... GC 615. 

c. 11 1 saw the leading men of the earth consulting together, and 
Satan and his angels busy around them . I saw a writing, copies 
of which were sea ttered in different parts of the 1 and, giving ·· 
orders that unless the saints should yield their peculiar faith, 
give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the week, the 
people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to 
death ... EW 282, 283; SR 406. 

d. 11 When Jesus leaves the most holy, His restraining Spirit is 
withdrawn from rulers and people. They are left to the control 
of evil angels. Then such laws will be made by the counsel and 
direction of Satan, that unless time should be very short, no 
flesh could be saved ... lT 204. 
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e. 11 Especially will the wrath of man be aroused against_ those who 
hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment; and at last a 
universal decree will denounce these as deserving of death ... 
PK·5l2. 

10. What terrible time of trouble for the righteous will follow the issuing 
of the universal death decree? 

a. 11A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to 
cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's 
trouble ... EW 36, 37. 

b. See other quotations on ~p. no, questions 4 and 5. 

11. Will there be a specific date set by this decree after which Seventh-day 
Adventists may be killed? 

a. 11Though a general decree has fixed the time when commandment
'keepers may be put to death, their enemies wi 11 in some cases 
anticipate the decree, and before the time specified, will en
deavor to take their 1 i ves... GC 631. 

b. ·u:a.s the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people 
will conspire to ·root out the hated sect. 11 GC 635. 

12. What ancient decree also had a date set for the destruction ·of God's 
·people? 

11The decree which is to go forth against the people of God will 
be very similar to that issued by Ahasuerus against the Jews in 
the time of Esther ... 5T 450; PK 605 (See Esther 3:12, 13). 

13. Whfch plague follows the universal death decree? 

11And • the rivers and fountains of waters ... became blood. • 
Terri:ble as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully 
vindicated. The angel of God declares: 'Thou art righteous, 0 
Lord~ •.. because Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed 
the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them 
blood to drink; for they are worthy.• By condemning the people 
of God to death they have as truly incurred the guilt of their 
blood as if it had been shed by their hands ... GC 628. 

14. While waiting to be slain, where will God's people be? 

a. 11As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom 
against commandment-keepers shall withdraw the protection of 
government, and a'bandon them to those who desire their destruc
tion, the people of God will flee from the cities and villages 
and associate together in companies, dwelling in the most deso-
1 ate and so 1 itary p 1 aces. Many wi 11 find refuge in the strong
holds of the mountains. • . • But many of all nations, and of 
all classes, high and low, rich and poor, black and white, will 
be cast into the most unjust and cruel bondage. The beloved of 
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God pass weary days, bound in chains, shut in by prison bars, 
sentenced to be slain, some apparently left to die·of starva
tion in dark and loathsome dungeons ... GC 626. 

b. 11The people of God--some in prison cells, some hidden in soli
tary retreats in the · forests and the moun~ains--still plead for 
divine protection, while in every quarter companies of armed men, 
urged on by hosts of evil angels, are preparing for the work of 
death. 11 GC 635. 

c. 11The people of God are not at this time all in one place. They 
are in different companies, and in all parts of the earth; and 
they will be tried singly, not in groups. Every one must stand 
the test for himself ... 4BC 1143. 

15. What will thewicked try to do to the righteous who have remained in the 
cities and villages? • 

a. 11As the saints left the cities and villages, they were pursued 
by the wicked, who sought to slay them. But the swords that 
were raised to kill God's people bro_ke and fell as powerless as 
a straw. Angels of God shielded the saints ... EW 284, 285. 

b. 11Though a general decree has fixed the time whencorrmandment
keepers may be put to death, their enemies will in some cases 
anticipate the decree, and before the time .specified will en
deavor to take their lives. But none can pass the'mighty 
guardians stationed about every faithful soul. Some are as
sailed in their flight from the cities and villages; but the 
swords raised against them break and fall as powerless as a 
straw. Others are defended by angels in the form ofmen of 
war ... GC 631. 

c. 11 ln the time of trouble we all fled from the cities and villages, 
but were pursued by the wicked, who entered the houses of the 
saints with a sword. They raised the sword to kill us, but it 
broke, and fell as powerless as a straw. 11 EW 34. 

16. As the deadline set in ttie death decree approaches, what do- some of the 
saints fear? 

a. 11 Some began to fear that God had at last left them to perish by 
the hapd of the wicked ... EW 283. 

b. 11 Yet to human sight it will appear that the people of God must 
soon seal their testimony with their blood, as did the martyrs 
before them. They themselves begin to fear that the Lord has 
left them to fall by the hand of their enemies. It is a time 
of fearful agony. Day and night they cry unto God for deliver
ance. The wicked exult, and the jeering try is heard, 'Where 
now is your faith? Why does not God deliver you out of our 
hands if you are indeed His people?' But the waiting ones re
member Jesus dying on Calvary's cross, and the chief priests 
and rulers shouting in mockery, 'He saved others. Himself he 
cannot save. If He be the· King of Israel, let Him now come 
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down from the cross, and we will believe Him. • Like Jacob, 
all are wrestling with God. Their countenances express their 
internal struggle. Paleness sits on every face. Yet they 
cease not their earnest intercession." GC 630. 

c. "The eye of God looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis 
which His people were to meet, when earthly powers shall be ar
rayed against them. Like the captive exile, they will be in 
fear of death by starvation or by violence." GC 634. 

17. What three separate groups of beings surround the saints at this time? 

"But if their eyes could have been opened, they would have seen 
themselves surrounded by angels of God. Next came the multitude 
of the angry wicked~ and next a mass of evil angels, hurrying 
on the wicked to slay the saints. But before they would ap
proach God's people, the wicked must first pass this company of 
mighty, holy angels. This was impossible." EW 283 (See also 
9T 17). 

18. How will the wicked plan to destroy God's people? 
11 When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from 
those who honor the law of God, there will be, in different 
lands, a simultaneous movement for their destruction. As the 
time appointed in the decree draws near, the people will con
spire to root out the hated sect. It will be determined to 
strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall utterly silence 
the voice of dissent and reproof." GC 635. 

19. How will God deliver His faithful children? 

a. 11 With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of 
evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense 
blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls upon 
the earth. . . . It is at midnight that God manifests His power 
for the deliverance of His people ...• The proudest cities 
of the earth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon which the 
world's great men have lavished· their wealth in order to glorify 
themselves, are crumbling to ruin before their eyes. Prison 
walls are rent asunder, and God's people who have been held in 
bondage for their faith, are set free." GC 635-637. 

b. 11 I saw that God will in a wonderful manner preserve His people 
through the time of trouble. As Jesus poured out His soul in 
agony in the garden, they will earnestly cry and agonize day and 
night for deliverance. The decree will go forth that they must 
disregard the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and honor the 
first day, or lose their lives; but they will not yield, and 
trample under their feet the Sabbath of the Lord, and honor an 
institution of papacy. Satan's host and wicked men will sur
round them, and exult over them, because there will seem to be 
no way of escape for them. But in the midst of their revelry and 
triumph, there is heard peal upon peal of the loudest thunder. 
The heavens have gathered blackness, and are only illuminated by 
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the blazing light and terrible glory from heaven, as God utters 
His voice from His holy habitation. 

"The foundations of the earth shake; buildings totter and fall 
with a terribl~ crash. The sea boils like a pot, and the whole 
earth is in terrible commotion. The captivity of the righteous 
is turned, and with sweet and solemn whisperings they say to 
one another, 'We are delivered. It is the voice of God.'" 1T 
353, 354. 

c. "The darkest hour of the church's struggle with the powers of 
evil, is that which immediately precedes the day of her final 
deliverance." PK 725. 

20. How many of the saints will be slain under this death decree? 

a. "God .would not suffer the wicked to destroy those who were 
expecting translation, and who would not bow to the decree of 
the beast or receive his mark. I saw that if the wicked were 
permitted to slay the saints, Satan and all his evil host, and 
all who hate God, would be gratified. And oh, what a triumph 
it would be for his Satanic majesty, to have power, in the last 
closing struggle, over those who had so long waited to behold 
Him whom they loved! Those who have mocked at the idea of the 
saints' going up will witness the care of God for His people, 
and behold their glorious deliverance." EW 284. 

b. "If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were shed at this 
time, it would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed 
sown to yield a harvest for God. . . • Glorious will be the 
deliverance of those who have patiently waited for His coming, 
and whose names are written in the book of life." GC 634. 

21. What event will climax all of history? 

"Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half 
the size of a man's hand. . . . The King of kings descends upon 
the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. 11 GC 640, 641. 
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XIX 

THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE 

1. How did the Lord describe the dreadful period of anguish that the king 
of Babylon would bring upon Judah? Jer. 30:5-7. 

2. Shortly after the angel of mercy takes her flight, what will Satan and 
his hosts bring upon modern Israel? -

11As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disci
ples of the impending destruction of Jerusalem, so may this 
apostasy be a sign to us that the limit of God's forbearance 
is reached, that the measure of our nation's iniquity is full, 
and that the angel of mercy is about to take her flight, never 
to return. The people of God will then be plunged into those 
scenes of affliction and distress which prophets have described 
as the time of Jacob • s trouble... 5T 451. 

3. Over what issue will Satan stir up all the world against Seventh-day 
Adventists? 

11As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy 
throughout Christendom, and religious and secular authorities 
have combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the 
persistent refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular 
demand, will make them objects of universal execration ... GC 615. 

4. What will be the immediate cause of this terrible period of distress? 

a. 11 I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until 
Jesus• work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the 
seven last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against 
the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments 
of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, 
the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay 
the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliver
ance. This was the time of Jacob's trouble ... EW 36, 37. 

b. 11A decree will finally be issued against those who hallow the 
Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving 
of the severest punishment, and giving the people liberty, after 
a certain time, to put them to death. Romanism in the Old World 
and apostate Protestantism in the New, will pursue a similar 
course toward those who honor all the divine precepts. 

11 The peop 1 e of God wi 11 then be p 1 unged into those scenes of 
affliction and distress described by the prophet as the time 
of Jacob's trouble. 11 GC 615, 616. 

5. Why is this crisis called 11 the time of Jacob's trouble 11 ? Gen. 32:24-28. 
11Jacob and Esau represent two classes: Jacob, the righteous, and 
Esau, the wicked. Jacob's distress when he learned that Esau 
was marching against him with four hundred men, represents the 
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trouble of the righteous as the decree goes forth to put them 
to death, just before the coming of the Lord. As the wicked 
gather about them, they will be filled with anguish, for, like 
Jacob, they.can see no escape for their lives. The angel placed 
himself before Jacob, and he took hold of the angel and held 
him and wrestled with him all night. So also will the right
eous, in their time of trouble and anguish, wrestle in prayer 
with God, as Jacob wrestled with the angel. Jacob in his dis
tress prayed all night for deliverance from the hand of Esau. 
The righteous in their mental anguish will cry to God day and 
night for deliverance from the hand of the wicked who surround 
them." SR 97; 3SG 131, 132. 

"Jacob•s experience during that night of wrestling and anguish 
represents the trial through which the people of God must pass 
just before Christ•s second coming. The prophet Jeremiah, in 
holy vision looking down to this time, said, • ••. Alas! for 
that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time 
of Jacob•s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.• 

"When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man•s behalf, 
then this time of trouble will begin. Then the case of every 
soul will have been decided, and there will be no atoning blood 
to cleanse from sin. When Jesus leaves His position as man•s 
intercessor before God, the solemn announcement is made, •He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still, ... • Then the res
training Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth. As Jacob 
was threatened with death by his angry brother, so the people of 
God will be in peril from the wicked who are seeking to destroy 
them. And as the patriarch wrestled all night for deliverance 
from the hand of Esau, so the righteous will cry to God dar. and 
night for deliverance from the enemies that surround them. • 
pp 201. 

6. Do all Seventh-day Adventists agree that the "time of Jacob•s trouble" 
will begin with the universal death decree after probation•s close? 

No, they do not. There are some who believe that the time of 
Jacob•s trouble will begin with the national Sunday law, prior 
to the close of probation. Their conclusion is based on the 
following statement: 

"To secure popularity and patronage, legislators will yield to 
the demand for a Sunday law. . . . As the approach of the Roman 
armies was a sign to the disciples of the impending destruction 
of Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a sign to us that the 
limit of God•s forbearance is reached, that the measure of our 
nation•s iniquity is full, and that the angel of mercy is about 
to take her flight, never to return. The people of God will 
then be plunged into those scenes of affliction and distress 
which prophets have described as the time of Jacob's trouble ... 
5T 451. 

Actually, the statement in 5T 451 harmonizes perfectly with 
quotations already cited. The people of God will 11 then 11 (after 
the angel of mercy takes her flight) be plunged into the time 
of Jacob's trouble. 
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7. Can we get a complete picture of this bitter ordeal from the Spirit of 
Prophecy? 

11 The 'time of trouble, such as never was,' is soon to open upon 
us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess 
and which many are too indolent to obtain. · It is often the case 
that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but 
this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid pre
sentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that 
time of trial, every soul must stand for himself before God." 
GC 622. 

8. Would the time of Jacob's trouble be too severe a test for even some 
genuine Christians? 1 Cor. 10:13. 

a. ~·It is not always safe to ask for unconditional healing ..•. 
He knO\';S whether or not those for whom petitions are offered 
would be able to endure the trial and test that would come upon 
them if they lived. He knows the end from the beginning. Many 
will be laid away to sleep before the fiery ordeal of the time 
of trouble shall come upon our world ... CH 375. 

b. 11The Lord has often instructed me that many little ones are 
to be laid away before the time of trouble. We shall see our 
children again. We shall meet them and know them in the hea
venly courts... 2SM 259. 

9. Where will the people of God be at this time? 

See quotations on p. 106, question 14. 

10. Is it advisable f9r us to plan now for our temporal wants in the time 
of trouble? 

a. "The Lord has shown me repeatedly that it is contrary to the 
Bible to make any provision for our temporal wants in. the time 
of trouble. I saw that if the saints had food laid up by them, 
or in the field in the time of trouble, when sword, famine, and 
pestilence are in the land, it would be taken from them by 
violent hands, and strangers would reap their fields." EW 56. 

b. 11 Houses and lands will be of no use to the saints in the time 
of trouble, for they will then nave to flee before infuriated 
mobs." EW 56. 

11. Who will sustain us? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

"Then will be the time for us to trust wholly in God, and He 
will sustain us." EW 56. 

"In the time of trouble, just previous to the coming of Christ, 
the lives of the righteous will be preserved through the minis-
tration of holy angels." ST 2-26-1880, p. 85. 

11That God who cared for Elijah, will not pass by one of His 
self-sacrificing children. He who numbers the hairs of their 
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heads will care for them; and in time of famine they shall be · 
satisfied. While the wicked are dying from hunger and pesti-
1 ence, ange 1 s will shi.e 1 d the righteous, and supply their wants. 
To him that •walketh righteously' is the promise, 'bread shall 
be given him; his waters shall be sure.• .. GC 629. 

12. How much food will the saints be provided? 

a. 11 The time of trouble is just before us; and then stern necessity 
will require the people of God to deny self, and to eat me~ely 
enough to sustain life; but God will prepare us for that t1me. 
In that fearful hour our necessity will be God's opportunity to 
impart His strengthening power, and to sustain His people." 
1T 206; CD 202. 

b. 11 Bread and water is all that is promised to the remnant in the 
time of trouble" 3SG 252; SR 129. 

c. "The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while 
persecuted and distressed, while they endure privation and suf
fer for want of food, they will not be left to perish." GC 629. 

d. 11Angels provided them with food and water while the wicked 
were suffering from hunger and thirst." ·EW 282. 

e. 11 1 saw that our bread and water will be sure at that time, and 
that we shall not lack or suffer hunger; for God is able to 
spread a table for us in the wilderness. If necessary He would 
send ravens to feed us, as He did to feed Elijah, or rain manna 
from heaven, as He did for the Israelites ... EW 56. 

f ... Certain destruction threatens them, and like Jacob they will 
not suffer their faith to grow weak, because their prayers are 
not immediately answered. Though suffering the pangs of hunger, 
they will not cease their intercessions ... 3SG 135. 

13. How much moral support can we count on from our friends during this 
trying ordeal? 

11 The faith of individual members of the church will be tested 
as though there were not another person in the world ... 7BC 983. 

14. Will the Lord immediately answer the prayers of His people when they 
call upon Him for deliverance? 

a. "The very delay, so painful to them, is the best answer to 
their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the 
Lord to work, they are led to exercise faith, hope, and patience, 
which have been too little exercised during their religious 
experience ... GC 631. 

b. 11 The season of distress and anguish before us will require a 
faith that can endure weariness, delay, and hunger,--a faith 
that will not faint, though severely tried... GC 621. · 
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15. What will some of the saints begin to fear? See quotations on p. 107, 
question 16. 

16. In spite of persecution and hunger, what is really the chief cause of 
their anguish? . 

11Though God•s people will be surrounded by enemies who are bent 
upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they suffer is 
not a dread of persecution for the truth•s sake; they fear 
that every sin has not been repented of, and that through some 
fault in themselves they will fail to realize the fu·lfillment 
of the Saviour•s promise: I •will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world.• Revelation 
3:10. If they could have the assurance of pardon they would 
not shrink from torture or death; but should they prove un
worthy, and lose their lives because of their own defects of 
character, then God•s holy name would be reproached ... GC 619. 

17. What opinion do they have of themselves? 
11 The righteous, in their distress, will have a deep sense of 
their unworthiness, and with many tears will acknowledge their 
utter unworthiness, and like Jacob will plead the promises of 
God through Christ, made to just such dependent, helpless, re
penting sinners ... 3SG 132; SR 97; lSP 121, 122. 

18. Will the saints, of themselves, be able to recall any particular sins 
which they have committed? 

a. ..They cannot bring to mind any particular sins, but in their 
whole life they can see but little good. Their sins had 9one 
beforehand to judgment, and pardon had been written. The1r sins 
had been borne away into the land of forgetfulness, and they 
could not bring them to remembrance ... 3SG 134, 135; lSP 123, 
124. 

b. ..But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they 
have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone be
forehand to judgment, and have been blotted out; and they cannot 
bring them to remembrance ... GC 620. 

19. However, when the righteous are reminded of their past sins, into what 
depths of near despair will they be driven? 

a. 11 Jacob took firm hold of the angel in his distress, and would 
not let him go. As he made supplication with tears, the angel 
reminded him of his past wrongs, and endeavored to escape from 
Jacob, to test him and prove him. So will the righteous, in 
the day of their anguish, be tested, proved, and tried, to mani
test their strength of faith, their perseverance and unshaken 
confidence in the powe~ of God to deliver them. 

11 Jacob would not be turned away, He knew that God was merciful, 
and he appealed to His mercy. He- pointed back to his past sorrow 
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and repentance of his wrongs, and urged his petition for de
liverance from the hand of Esau. Thus his importuning continued 
all night. As he reviewed his past wrongs, he was driven al
most to despair. But he knew that he must have help from God 
or perish. He held fast the angel, and urged his petition with 
agonizing, earnest cries, until he prevailed. Thus will it be 
with the righteous. As they review the events of their past 
life,-their hopes will almost sink. 11 3SG 132, 133; SR 97, 98. 

b. 11As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their sins, 
the Lord permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their con
fidence in God, their faith and firmness, will be severely 
tested. As they review the past, their hopes sink; for in 
their whole lives they can see little good. 11 GC 618, 619. 

20. What appeal will the righteous make to God concerning their many sins? 

a. "But as they.realize that it is a case of life or death, they 
will earnestly cry unto God, and appeal to Him in regard to 
their past sorrow and humble repentance of their many sins, 
and then will refer to His promise, 'Let him take hold of my 
strength, and maRe peace with me, and he shall make peace with 
me.' Thus will their earnest petitions be offered to God day 
and night. . . . 11 3SG 133. 

b. "They afflict their souls before God, pointing to their past 
repentance of their many sins. 11 GC 619. 

21. How many unconfessed sins are brought to their remembrance? 

a. "They will feel their unworthiness, but will have no concealed 
wrongs to reveal. If they had sins, unconfessed and unrepented 
of, to appear then before them, while tortured with fear and 
anguish, with a lively sense of all their unworthiness, they 
would be overwhelmed. 11 3SG 134; SR 98. 

b. 11 So~ in the time of trouble, if the people of God had unconfessed 
sins to appear before them while tortured with fear and anguish, 
they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, 
and they could not have confidence to plead with God for deliv
erance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, 
they have no concealed wrongs to reveal. 11 GC 620. 

22. What variations will be found in the anguish of the saints? 
11 Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest 
danger of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the 
decree to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the 
test, they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in 
the time of trouble, because they have never made it a habit 
to trust in God. 11 GC 622. 

23. How will the Lord answer the prayers of His people, even before they 
are delivered from their enemies? 
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a. 11 Though enemies may thrust them into prison, yet dungeon walls 
cannot cut off the communication between their souls and Christ. 
One_who sees their every weakness, who is acquainted with every 
trial, is above all earthly powers; and angels will come to 
them in lonely cells, bringing light and peace .from heaven. 
The prison will be as a palace; for the rich in faith dwell 
there, and the gloomy walls will be lighted up with heavenly 
light, as when Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises at mid
night in the Philippian dungeon. 11 GC 627 (See also PK 512, 513). 

b. 11As the wrestling ones urge their petitions before God, the 
veil separating them from the unseen seems almost withdrawn. 
The heavens glow with the dawning of eternal day, and like the 
melody of angel songs, the words fall upon the ear, •stand fast 
to your allegiance. Help is coming.• •.. The precious Saviour 
will send help just When we need it. 11 GC 632, 633. 

c. ncould men see with heavenly vision, they would behold com
panies of angels that excel in strength stationed about those 
who have kept the word of Christ•s patience. With sympathizing 
tenderness, angels have witnessed their distress, and have 
heard their prayers. They are waiting the word of their Com
mander to snatch them from their peril . 11 GC 630. 

24. How will the Lord finally bring deliverance to His people? 

a. ..With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of 
evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense 
blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls upon 
the earth. . . • It is at midnight that God manifests His 
power for the deliverance of His people. • . . In the midst 
of the angry heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory, 
whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, 
saying, I It is done. I II GC 635, 636. 

' b. See quotations on p. 108, question 19. 

25. What is the number of those who will victoriously pass through the time 
of Jacob•s trouble? Rev. 7:4; 14:1. 

26. How will their experience differ from that of any other group of 
Christians since time began? 

11And they sing •a new song• before the throne, a song which no 
man can learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. 
It is the song of Moses and the Lamb,--a song of deliverance. 
None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that 
song; for it is the song of their experience,--an experience 
such as no other company have ever had. 1These are they which 
follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 1 These, having been 
translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted 
as •the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.• •These are they 
which came 04t of great tribulation;• they have passed through 
the time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation; 
they have endured the anguish of the time of Jacob•s trouble; 
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they have stood without an intercessor through the final out
pouring of God's judgments." GC 649. 

How many sins will they commit durin~ the entire period of the great time 
of trouble--from the close of probat1on until the coming of Jesus in the 
clouds? 

"Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brou~ht to yield.to 
the power of temptation. . . . This is the cond1tion in which 
those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble ... 
GC 623. 

28. For whose benefit has this marvelous exhibit of sinlessness been demon
strated? 

a. 11 ln sparing the life of the first murderer, God presented before 
the whole universe a lesson bearing upon the great controversy. 

11 It was His purpose, not merely to put down the rebellion, but 
to demonstrate to all the universe the nature of rebellion .... 
The holy inhabitants of other worlds were watching with the deep
est interest the events taking place on the earth .... 
11 God carries with Him the sympathy and approval of the whole 
universe as step by step His great plan advances to its com
plete fulfillment ... PP 78, 79. 

b. "But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose 
than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that 
Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants 
of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be 
regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before 
the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice--its ,influ
ence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon 
man--the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion 
He said; 'Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out. And I, if lbe lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto Me.' John 12:31, 32. The act of 
Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make 
heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would 
justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of 
Satan ... PP 68, 69. 

c. 11The worlds unfallen and the heavenly angels had watched with 
intense interest as the conflict drew to its close ... DA 693. 

d. "We are like men condemned to death in the arena, a spectacle to 
the whole universe-'-angels as well as men." 1 Cor. 4:9 (NEB). 

e. "The whole universe is watching with inexpressible interest the 
closing scenes of the great controversy between good and evil." 
PK 148. 

f. "Our little world is the lesson book of the universe... DA 19. 
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XX 

THE GREAT TIME OF TROU.BLE 

(After Probation•s Close) 

l· Who today is keeping the forces of destruction from sweeping over our 
earth? Rev. 7:1-3. 

a. 11Angels are belting the world, refusing Satan his claims to 
supremacy, made because of the vast multitude of his adherents. 
We hear not the voices, we see not with the natural sight the 
work of these angels, but their hands are linked about the world, 
and with sleepless vigilance they are keeping the armies of 
Satan at bay till the sealing of God•s people shall be accom
plished... 7BC 967. 

b. - .. John sees the elements of nature--earthquakes, tempest, and 
political strife--represented as being held_by four angels. 
These winds are under control until God gives the word to let 
them go. 11 TM 444. - --

c. 11The same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God 
commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He permits. 
There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine per~ 
mission, to spread desolation everywhere ... GC 614. 

2. What is the last act in the drama, after which probation will be closed 
and Satan will be allowed to work his will on the earth? 

11ThiS earth has almost reached the place where God will permit 
the destroyer to work his will upon it. The substitution of 

_the laws of men for the law of God, the exaltation, by merely 
human authority, of Sunday in place of the Bible Sabbath, is 
the last act in the drama. When this substitution becomes uni
versal, God will reveal Himself. He will arise in His majesty 
to shake terribly the earth. He will come.out of His place to 
punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity, and the 
earth shall disclose her blood and shall no more cover her 
slain... 7T 141. 

3. When probation closes, how complete will Satan•s control of the wicked be? -

a. 

b. 

11 He will say to the angels, 1 NO longer combat Satan in his efforts 
to destroy. Let him work out his malignity upon the children 
of disobedience; for the cup of their iniquity is full. 11 RH 9-
17-1901. 
11 When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants 
of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in 
the sight of a holy God without an interces-sor. The restraint 
which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has en
ti.re control of the finally impenitent. God•_s long-suffering 
has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, 
and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary 
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of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, 
has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they 
have no protection from the wicked one ... GC 614. 

4. How does the Bible speak of this time? Dan. 12:1. 

5. ·when the fires of passion and lawlessness escape control what will the 
world be like? _ . 

"The spirit of anarchy is penneating all nations, and the out
breaks that from time to time excite the horror of the world are 
but indications of the pent-up fires of passion and lawlessness 
that, having once escaped control, will fill the earth with woe 
and desolation. The picture which inspiration has given of the 
antediluvian world, represents too truly the condition to which 
modern society is fast hastening ... PP 102. 

6. Is large-scale international warfare a real possibility? 

a. Preparations for war now being made. "Everything in the world 
is in an unsettled state. The nations are -angry, and great pre
parations for war are being made. Nation is plotting against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. The great day of God is 
hasting greatly. But although the nations are mustering their 
forces for war and bloodshed, the command to the angels is 
still in force, that they hold the four winds until the servants 
of God are sealed in their foreheads ... 7BC 968 (1909). 

b. Nation will rise a ainst nation. 11 Just before we -entered it 
the time of trouble , we all received the seal of the living 

God. Then I saw the four angels cease to hold the four winds. 
And I saw famine, pestilence and sword, nation rose against · 
nation, and the whole world was in confusion ... 7BC 968. 

c. Vessels will be entombed in the deep. 11 Four mighty angels hold 
back the powers of th1s earth t1ll the servants of God are sealed 
in their foreheads. The nations of the world are eager for con
flict; but they are he 1 d in check by the ange 1 s. When this 
restraining power is removed, there will come a time of trouble 
and anguish. Deadly instruments of warfare will be invented. 
Vessels, with their living cargo, will be entombed in the great 
deep . All who have not the spirit of truth will unite unde~ the 
leadership of satanic agencies. But they are to be kept under 
control till the time shall come for. the great battle of Annaged
don." 7BC 967. 

d. A general - enga~ement is coming. "Only a moment of time, as it 
· were, yet rema1ns. But wh1le already nation is rising against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, there is not now a general 
engagement. As yet the four winds are held until the servants 
of God shall be sealed in their foreheads. Then the powers of 
earth will marshal their forces for the last great battle." 
~T 14 (See also 7BC 968). 

7. Is nuclear warfare a possibility? 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



120 

a.:- .. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one 
-great,· final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in 
check-the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of 
strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in 
ruin more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old ... 
GC -614. 

b. 11 Both'the city [of Jerusalem] and the temple were razed to 
their foundations, and the ground upon which the holy house had 
stood was 'plowed like a field .. • In the siege and the slaughter 

· . that fo 11 owed, more than a mi 11 ion of the peop 1 e peri shed. 11 

GC~. · -

c. 11The Saviour•s prophecy concerning the visitation-of judgments 
upon J.erusalem is to have another fulfillment, of which that 
terrible desolation was but a faint shadow. In the fate of the 
chosen city we may behold the doom of the world that has re
jected God • s mercy and tramp 1 ed upon His 1 aw. n GC 36. 

d. 110n one occasion, when in New York City, I was in the night 
season called upon to behold buildings rising story after story 
toward heaven. These buildings were warranted to be fireproof, 
and they were erected to glorify their owners and builders .... 
11The scene that next passed before me was an alarm of fire. Men 

-looked at the lofty and supposedly fireproof buildings and said: 
•They are perfectly safe. •- But these bui 1 dings were consumed as 
if made of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the 
destruction. The firemen were unable to operate the engines ... 
9T 12, 13. 

8. Is it possible for us to form a clear picture in our minds of the utter 
ruin and strife which will occur after probation closes? 

11Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, that they may 
-not blow until the world shall be warned of its coming doom; 
but a storm is·gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and 
when God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be 
such a scene of strife as- no pen can picture. 11 Ed 179, 180 

- (See also 6T 408). 

9;'~ Who will be blamed for all of Satan•s desolating activities? 

... When the angel of mercy folds her wings and departs, Satan 
will do the evil deeds he has 1 ong wished to do. Storm and 
tempest, war and bloodshed--in these things he delights, and 
thus he gathers in his harvest. And so completely will men be 
deceived by him that they will declare that ·these calamities 
are the result of the desecration of the first day of the week. 
From the pulpits of the pop~lar churches will be heard the 
statement that the world is being punished because Sunday is 
not honored as it· should be. And it will require no great 
stretch of imagination for men to believe this ... 9-17-1901. 

10. In addition to the havoc which God allows Satan to cause; what heaven
sent scourges will be poured out on the impenitent? Rev. 15:1, 8; 16:1. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



121 

"I saw that the four angels would hold the four ~inds until 
Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the 
seven last plagues." EW 36. 

11. How dreadful will the first four plagues be? 

"These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the 
earth would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most 
awful scourges that have ever been known to mortals." GC 628. 
629. 

12. What are the first two plagues? Rev. 16:2, 3. 

13. How will the wicked react to the plagues? 
11The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the earth. 
Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others rushed to the 
people of God and begged to be taught how they might escape His 
judgments. But the saints had nothing for them. The last tear 
for sinners had been shed, the last agonizing prayer offered, 
the last burden borne, the last warning given. 11 EW 281. 

14. Why will the leaders of government now determine to exterminate all 
commandment-keepers? 

11These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they 
thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and 
that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then 
be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused 
them to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of 
Jacob's trouble. 11 EW 36, 37. 

15. What will be God's response to the death decree? Rev. 16:4-7. 
11And 'the rivers and fountains of waters . . . became b 1 ood. ' 
Terrible as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully 
vindicated. The angel of God declares: 'Thou art righteous, 0 
Lord, ... because Thou has judged thus. For they have shed 
the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them 
blood to drink; for they are worthy.' By condemning the people 
of God to death, they have as truly incurred the guilt of their 
blood as if it had been shed by their hands. 11 GC 628. 

16. As the righteous flee for their lives what is the fourth plague that God 
will send upon the earth? Rev. 16:8, 9. 

"In the plague that follows, power is given to the sun 'to 
scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat.' 
The prophets thus describe the condition of the earth at this 
fearful time: • ... The harvest of the field is perished, • 'all 
the trees of the field are withered: because joy is withered 
away from the sons of men.' 'The seed is rotten under their 
clods, the garners are laid desolate. . . . How do the beasts 
groan! The herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no 
pasture. . . . The rivers of water are dried up, and the fire 
hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.' ... 'There 
shall be many dead bodies in every place.'" GC 628. 
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17. How will the Lord bring all the ambitions of the wicked to a sudden halt 
at the time of the fifth plague? 

"With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of 
evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense 
b 1 ackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, fa 11 s upon the 
earth. Then a rai~bow, shining with the glory from the throne 
of God, spans the heavens, and seems to encircle each praying 
company. The angry multitudes are suddenly arrested. Their 
mocking cries die away. The objects of their murderous rage 
are forgotten. With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the sym
bol of God's covenant, and long to be shielded from its over
powering brightness.'' GC 635, 636. 

18. Now, at the time of the sixth plague, what are the two opposing sides 
into which every person in the whole world has been gathered? 

a. "Two great opposing powers are revealed in the last great 
battle. On one side stands the creator of heaven and earth. 
All on His side bear His signet. They are obedient to His 
commands~ On the other side stands the prince of darkness, 
with those who have chosen apostasy and rebellion." 7BC 982, 
983. 

b. "Evil ange 1 s unite their powers with evil men, and as they 
have been in constant conflict and attained an experience in 
the best modes of deception and battle, and have been streng
thening for centuries, they will not yield the last great final 
contest without a desperate struggle. All the world will be on 
one side or the other of the question. The battle of Armageddon 
will be fought, and that day must find none of us sleeping .... 
The power of the Holy Ghost must be upon us, and the Captain of 
the Lord's host will stand at the head of the angels of heaven 
to direct the battle." 7BC 982. 

19. Did Satan's efforts to gather all the kings and people of the whole world 
under his banner begin at the time of the sixth plague, or is this the 
climax of long years of effort on his part? 

a. "The enmity of Satan against good will be manifested more and 
more as he brings his forces into activity in hi.s last work of 
rebellion; and every soul that is not fully surrendered to God, 
and kept by divine power, will form an alliance with Satan 
against heaven, and join in battle against the Ruler of the uni
verse." TM 465. 

b. "The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth 
and to the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge 
them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle against the 
government of heaven." GC 624. 

c. "The Spirit of God is gradually withdrawing from the world. 
Satan is also mustering his forces of evil, going forth 'unto 
the kings of the earth and of the whole world,' to gather them 
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under his banner, to be trained for 'the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty. 111 7BC 983. 

d. "We are to ... understand the -progress of events in the mar
shalling of the nations for the final conflict of the great 
controversy;" 8T 307. 

e. "Soon all the inhabitants of the earth will have taken sides 
either for or against the government of heaven." 7T 141. 

20. Has the God of heaven also been preparing his forces for the final battle? 
11 The powers of evil will not yield up the conflict without a 
struggle. But providence has a part to act in the battle of 
Armageddon. When the earth is lighted with the glory of the 
angel of Revelation eighteen, the religious elements, good and 
evil, will awake from slumber, and the armies of the living God 
will take the field... 7BC 983. 

21. Is the battle of Armageddon--the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty--clearly a battle between the forces of good and the forces 
of evil? 

"A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle 
of the great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in 
control is to be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her 
wings, preparing to step down from the throne, and leave the 
world to the control of Satan. The principalities and powers 
of earth are in bitter revolt against the God of heaven. They 
are filled with hatred against those who serve Him, and soon, 
very soon, will be fought the last great battle between good and 
evil. The earth is to be the battlefield--the scene of the 
final contest and the final victory. Here, where for so long 
Satan has led men against God, rebellion is to be forever sup
pressed." RH 5-13-1902, p. 9 (See also ML 308). 

22. Is the battle of Armageddon a real, literal battle, a "spiritual" battle, 
or both? 

"The battles waging between the two armies are as real as those 
fought by the armies of this world, and on the issue of the 
spiritual conflict eternal destinies depend." PK 176. 

23. Under the seventh plague how does the Lord take the initiative in the 
battle? Rev. 16:17-21. 

"The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. 
Its surface is breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be 
giving way. Mountain chaings are sinking. Inhabited islands 
disappear. The seaports that have become like Sodom for wick
edness, are swallowed up by the angry waters .... -The proud
est cities of the earth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon 
which the world's great men have lavished their wealth in order 
to glorify themselves, are crumbling to ruin before their eyes. 
Prison walls are rent asunder, and God's people, who have been 
held in bondage for their faith, are set free. 
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24. When the followers of Satan see that everything is lost, how bitter will 
be their remorse? 

a. "The rich bemoan the destruction of their grand houses .... 
No language can e~press the longing which the disobedient and 
disloyal feel for that which they have lost forever,--eternal 
life .... All unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation 
upon the ministers. . . . The swords which were to slay God's 
people, are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere 
there is strife and bloodshed." GC 654-656 (See also EW 290). 

b. "It is impossible to describe the horror and despair of those 
who have trampled upon God's holy requirements." GC 639. 

25. How will Christ bring all history to its grand climax? Rev. 19:11-20. 

a. "The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose 
festure is written the name, King of kings and Lord of lords, 
leads forth the armies of heaven on white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, clean and white." 7BC 982. 

b. "Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud. . . . The 
King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. 
. . . The wicked pray to be buried beneath the rocks of the 
mountains. . . . The wicked are blotted from the face of the 
whole earth." GC 640-642, 657. 
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XXI 

HOME AT LAST 

(125) 

(In this study no distinction is drawn between heaven and the new earth.) 

1. Is heaven a real place or is it an indefinite space, filled with intan
gible spirits? Heb. 11:14, 16; 1 Peter 1 :4; John 14:3. 

a. "What a source of joy to the disciples to know that they had 
such a Friend in heaven to plead in their behalf! Through the 
visible ascension of Christ all their views and contemplation 
of heaven are changed. Their minds had formerly dwelt upon it 
as a region of unlimited space, tenanted by spirits without 
substance. Now heaven was connected with the thought of Jesus, 
whom they had loved and reverenced above all others, with whom 
they had conv~rsed and journeyed, whom they had handled, even 
in His resurrected body .... 

"Heaven could no longer appear to them as an indefinite, in
comprehensible space, filled with intangible spirits. They now 
looked upon it as their future home, where mansions were being 
prepared for them by their loving Redeemer." 6BC 1054. 

b. "A fear of makin9 the future inheritance seem too material has 
led many to spir1tualize away the very truths which lead us to 
look upon it as our home." GC 674. 

2. Does · satan want us to spend time thinking about heaven? 

"The temptations of Satan present earthly things and make them 
all-absorbing and attractive, so that the heavenly realities 
are eclipsed and the attachment to the world made first." 
OHC 285. 

3. Does Christ want us to take time to think of heaven? 

"Jesus comes to present the advantages and beautiful imagery of 
the heavenly, that the attractions of heaven shall become fam
iliar to the thoughts, and memory's hall ·be hung with pictures 
of celestial and eternal loveliness." OHC 286. 

4. Why has the Lord given us so much information about the future life? 

a. "The great Teacher gives man a view of the future world. He 
brings it, with its attractive possessions, within the range 
of his vision. • . . If He can fasten the mind upon the future 
life and its blessedness, in comparison with the temporal con
cerns of this world, the striking contrast is deeply impressed 
upon the mind, absorbing the heart and soul and the whole being." 
OHC 286 {See also OHC 250, 319). 

b. "Motives stronger, and agencies more powerful, could never be 
brought into operation; the exceeding rewards for right-doing 
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the enjoyment of heaven, the society of the angels, the communion 
and love of God and His Son, the elevation and extension of all 
our powers throughout eternal ages,--are these not mighty incen
tives and encouragements to urge us to give the heart's loving 
service to our Creator and Redeemer?" SC 21, 22. 

5. Is it possible for us to comprehend the glory of that ,better land? 

a. "The wonderful things I there saw, I cannot describe. Oh, that 
I could talk in the language of Canaan, then could I tell a 
little of the glory of the better world. I sa\'/ there tables of 
stone in which the names of the 144,000 were engraved in letters 
of gold. After we beheld the glory of the temple, we went out, 
and Jesus 1 eft us and went to the city." EW 19. 

b. "Language is altogether too feeble to attempt a description of 
heaven.- As the scene rises before me, I am lost in amazement. 
Carried away with the surpassing splendor and excellent glory, 
I lay down the pen, and exclaim, 'Oh, what love! what wondrous 
love!' The most exalted language fails to describe the glory 
of heaven or the matchless depths of a Saviour's love." EW 289. 

c. "If we could have but one view of the celestial city, we would 
never·wish to dwell on earth again. There are beautiful land
scapes on earth, and I enjoy all these prospects of loveliness 
in nature. I associate them with the Creator. But I know 
that if I love God, and keep His commandments, there is a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory reserved in Heaven 
for me. Beautiful as are the scenes of earth, they can bear no 
comparison to the glories of the eternal world." ST 4-8-1889, 
p. 210. 

d. "Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the 
righteous. It will be known only to those who behold it. No 
finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God." 
GC 675. 

6. What are some of the features of nature to be found there? 

a. Mountains, plains, and streams. "There are ever-flowing streams, 
clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their 
shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. 
There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty and 
the mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On those peace
ful plains, beside those living streams, God's people, so long 
pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home." GC 675. 

b. Forests. "Then we entered a wood, not like the dark woods we 
~re; no, no; but light, and all over glorious; the 
branches of the trees waved to and fro, and we all cried out, 
'We will dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods~· 

We passed through the woods, for we were on our way to Mount 
Zion . " EW 18. 

c. All kinds of trees. "Mount Zion was just before us, and on the 
mount was a glorious temple, and about it were seven other 
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mountains on which grew roses and lilies. And I saw the little 
ones climb, or, if they chose, use their little wings and fly, 
to the top of the mountains and pluck the neverfading flowers. 
There were all kinds of trees around the temple to beautify the 
place; the box, the pine, the fir, the oil, the myrtle, and 
pomegranate, the fig-tree bowed down with the weight of its 
timely figs--these made the place all over glorious." EW 19. 

d. All kinds of flowers. "I saw another field full of all kinds of 
flowers, and as I plucked them, I cried out, 'They will never 
fade.' Next I saw a field of tall grass, most glorious to be
hold; it was living green and had a reflection of silver and 
gold, as it waved proudly to the glory of King Jesus." EW 18. 

e. All kinds of fruit. "And I saw a table of pure silver; it was 
many m1 les 1n length, yet our eyes could extend over it. I saw 
the fruit o~ the tree of life, the manna, almonds, figs, pome
granates, grapes, and many other kinds of fruit. I asked Jesus 
to let me eat of the fruit." EW 19. 

f. The tree of life. "Here we saw the tree of 1 i fe and the throne 
of God. Out of the throne came a pure river of water, and on 
either side of the river was the tree of life. On one side of 
the river was a trunk of a tree, and a trunk on the other side, 
both of pure, transparent gold. At first I thought I saw two 
trees. I looked again, and saw that they were united at the 
top in one tree. So it was the tree of life on either side of 
the river of life. Its branches bowed to tha olace where we 
stood, and the fruit was glorious; it looked l~ke gold mixed with 
silver." EW 17. 

g. Animals all gentle and trustful. "There shall be nothing to 
'hurt nor destroy 1n all My holy mountain; saith the Lord.' 
There man will be restored to his lost kingship, and the lower 
order of beings will again recognize his sway; the fierce will 
become gentle, and the timid trustful." Ed 304 . 

h. Perpetua 1 day. "The 1 i ght of the sun will be superseded by a 
radiance which is not painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably 
surpasses the brightness of our noontide. The glory of God and 
the Lamb floods the holy city with unfading light. The redeemed 
walk in the sunless glory of perpetual day." GC 676. 

7. What will the people look like? How big will they be? How strong? What 
are their capabilities? 

a. About twelve feet ta 11. "Restored to the tree of 1 i fe in the 
long-lost Eden, the redeemed will 'grow up' [Malachi 4:2] to 
the full stature of the race in its primeval glory." GC 645. 

"He [Adam] was more than twice as tall as men now living upon 
the earth, and was well proportioned." 3SG 34. 

b. Twenty times as much vitality. "If Adam, at his creation, had 
not been endowed w1th twenty times as much vital force as men 
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now have, the race, with their present habits of living in viola
tion of natural law, would have become extinct." FE 23. 

"None will need or desire repose. There will be no weariness 
in doing the will of God and offering praise to His name. We 
shall ever feel the freshness of the morning and shall ever be 
far from its close." GC 676. 

"Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven. There will be 
no more tears, no funeral trains, no badges of mourning. 
1There shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying: ..• 
for the former things are passed away.• 1The inhabitant shall 
not say, I am sick. • " GC 676. 

"Heaven is all health." 3T 172. 

"The acquirement of knowledge will not weary the mind or ex
haust the energies." GC 677. 

c. Present identity perfectly preserved. "The resurrection of 
Jesus was a type of the final resurrection of all who sleep in 
Him. The countenance of the risen Saviour, His manner, His 
speech, were all familiar to His disciples. As Jesus arose 
from the dead, so those who sleep in. Him are to rise again. 
We shall know our friends, even as the disciples knew Jesus. 
They may have been defonned, diseased, or disfigured, in this 
mortal life, and they rise in perfect health and symmetry; yet 
in the glorified body their identity will be perfectly pre
served ... DA 804. 

d. Perfect memories. 11The antediluvians were without books, they 
had no wr1tten records; but with their great physical and men
tal vigor, they had strong memories, able to grasp and to 
retain that which was communicated to them, and in turn to 
transmit it unimpaired to their posterity." PP 83. 

e. Minds caeable of constant expansion. 11As they learn more and more 
of the w1sdom, the love, and the power of God, their minds 
will be constantly expanding, and their joy will continually 
increase ... 5T 702. 

f. Microscopic and telescopic e-¥esight. "With undimmed vision they 
gaze upon the glory of creat1on--suns and stars and systems, all 
in their appointed order circling the throne of Deity." GC 677. 

"There, when the veil that darkens our vision shall be re
moved, and our eyes shall behold that world of beauty of which 
we now catch glimpses through the microscope; when we look on 
the glories of the heavens, now scanned afar through the tele
scope; when, the blight of sin removed, the whole earth shall 
appear in •the beauty of the Lord our God,• what a field will 
be open to our study! .. Ed 303. 
11 The veil that interposes between the visible and the invisible 
world will be drawn aside and wonderful things will be revealed ... 
Ed 304. 
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g. Abilitt to travel throulh space. "The redeemed throng will 
range rom world to word, and much of their time will be em
ployed in searching out the mysteries of redemption." 7BC 990. 

"All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of 
God's redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they wing their tire
less flight to worlds afar .... " GC 677. 

h. A crown of life. "The reward, the glories of heaven, bestowed 
upon the overcomers, will be proportionate to the degree in 
which they have represented the character of Christ to the 
world. 'He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly.' 
2 Cor. 9:6 .... The crown of life will be bright or dim, 
will glitter with many stars, or be lighted by few gems, in 
accordance with our own course of action." OHC 123. 

8. Will there be family Jife, marriages and births? Matt. 22:23-30. 

a. No marriages or births. "There are men to-day who express their 
belief that there will be marriages and births in the new earth, 
but those who believe the Scriptures cannot atcept such doc
trine. The doctrine that children will be born in the new 
earth is not a part of the 'sure word of prophecy.'" MM 99; 
1 SM 172. 

b. Not to speculate where we have no information. "Workers for 
God should not spend time speculating as to what conditions 
will prevail in the new earth. It is presumption to indulge 
in suppositions and theories regarding matters that the Lord 
has not revealed. He has made every provision for our hap
piness in the future life, and we are not to speculate regarding 
His plans for us. Neither are we to measure the conditions of 
the future life.by the conditions of this life." GW 314. 

"It is presumption to indulge in suppositions and theories re
garding matters that God has not made known to· us in His Word. 
We need not enter into speculationregarding our·future state." 
lSM 173. 

c. Little children taken to heaven. "As the little infants come 
forth 1mmortal from the1r dusty beds, they immediately wing 
their 'iJay to their mother's arms. They meet again nevermore to 
part. But many of the 1 ittle ones have no mother there. We 
listen in vain for the rapturous song of triumph from the 
mother. The angels receive the motherless infants and conduct 
them to the tree of life." 2SM 260. 

d. Little children in the new earth. "And I saw the little ones 
climb, or, if they chose, use their little wings and fly, to the 
top of the mountains and pluck the never-fading flowers." EW 19. 

e. Reunited with our friends. "Friends long separated by death are 
un1ted, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend 
together to the city of God." GC 645. 
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f. Wi 11 1 i ve in houses. 11Th en we began to 1 ook at the g 1 ori ous 
things outside of the city. There I saw most glorious houses, 
that had the appearance of silver, supported by four pillars 
set with pearls most glorious to behold. These were to be 
inhabited by the saints. In each was a golden shelf .. I saw 
many of the saints go into the houses, take off their glitter
ing crowns and lay them on the shelf ... EW 18. 

'"They shall build houses and inhabit them."' GC 675; Isa. 65:21. 

9. With whom will we enjoy face-to-face communion? 

a. Our guardian ·angel. 11 Every redeemed one wi 11 understand the 
ministry of angels in his own life. The angel who was his 
guardian from his earliest moment; the angel who watched his 
steps, and covered his head in the day of peril; the angel who 
was with him in the valley of the shadow of death, who marked 

b. 

c. 

·his resting-place, who was the first to greet him in the 
resurrection-morning,--what will it be to hold converse with 
him, and to .learn the history of divine interposition in the 
individual life, of heavenly cooperation in every work for 
humanity . ., Ed 305 . 

.. From what dangers, seen and unseen we have been preserved 
through the i nterpos iti on of the ange 1 s, we sha 11 never know, 
until in the light of eternity we see the providences of God ... 
DA 240. 

The other an~els and the faithful of all ages. 11The loves and 
sympath1es w 1ch uod Hlmselt has planted 1n the soul, shall 
there find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion 
with holy beings, the harmonious social life with the blessed 
angels and with the faithful ones of all ~ges, who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the 
sacred ties that bind together 'the whole family in heaven and 
earth. '--these help to constitute the happiness of the re
deemed ... GC 677 (See Ed 306). 

The Father and the Son. 11 The people of God are privileged to 
hold open communion with -the Father and the Son. . . . We shall 
see Him face to face, without a dimming veil between ... GC 676, 
677. 

11 lf, during this life, they are loyal to God, they will at last 
'see H:i s face; and His name sha 11 be in their foreheads. ' Rev
elation 22:4. And what is the happiness of heaven but to see 
God? What greater joy could come to the sinner saved by the 
grace of Christ than to look upon the face of God and know Him 
as Father?.. 8T 268. 

10. What one reminder of the cruel work of sin will ever be before us? 

a. 110ne reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will ever bear the 
marks of His crucifixion. Upon His \'/ounded head, upon His 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



side, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel 
work that sin has wrought." GC 674. 
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b. "Though the griefs and pains and temptations of earth are 
ended and the cause·removed, the people of God will ever have 
a distinct, intelligent knowledge of what their salvation has 
cost." GC 651. 

11. What activities and studies will we engage in? 

a. Gather regularly to worship God. "'And it shall come to pass, 
that from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to 
another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the 
Lord.'" PK 733 (Isa. 66:22, 23). 

b. Create and hear the most perfect music. "Then I saw a very 

c. 

d. 

e. 

great number of angels bring from the city glorious crowns,--
a crown for every saint, with his name written thereon. As 
Jesus called for the crowns, angels presented them to Him, and 
with His own right hand, the lovely Jesus placed the crowns 
on the heads of the saints. In the same manner the angels 
brought the harps, and Jesus presented them also to the saints. 
The commanding angels first struck the note, and then every voice 
was raised in grateful, happy praise, and every hand skillfully 
swept over the strings of the harp, sending forth melodious 
music in rich and perfect strains." EW 288. 

"There will be music there, and song, such music and song as, 
save in the visions of God, no mortal ear has heard or mind 
conceived." Ed 307 (See PK 730). 

Study the history of the great controversy. "Then will be 
opened before him the course of the great conflict that had 
its birth before time began,, and that ends only when time shall 
cease." Ed 304. 

Discover the reason for all this life's Rerplexities. "All the 
perplex1t1es of l1fe's exper1ence w1ll ten be made plain. 
Where to us have appeared only confusion and disappointment, 
broken purposes and thwarted plans, will be seen a grand, over
ruling, victorious purpose, a divine harmony." Ed 305. 

Learn the outworking of every good deed in this life. "There 
all who have wrought with unselfish spirit will behold the 
fruit of their labors. The outworking of every right principle 
and noble deed will be seen. Something of this we see here. 
But how little of the result of the world's noblest work is in 
this life manifest to the doer! How many toil unselfishly and 
unweariedly for those who pass beyond their reach and knowledge! 
Parents and teachers lie down in their last sleep, their life
work seeming to have been wrought in vain; they know not that 
their faithfulness has unsealed springs of blessin~ that can 
never cease to flow; only by faith they see the ch1ldren they 
have trained become a benediction and an inspiration to their 
fellow-men, and the influence repeat itself a thousand-fold. 
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Many a worker sends out into the world messages of strength 
and hope and courage, words that carry blessing tJ hearts in 
every land; but of the results he, toiling in loneliness and 
obscurity, knows little. So gifts are bestowed, burdens are 
borne, labor is done. Men sow the seed from which, above 
their graves, others reap blessed harvests. They plant trees, 
that others may eat the fruit. They are content here to know 
that they have set in motion agencies for good. In the here
after the action and reaction of all these will be seen. 11 

Ed 305, 306. 

f. Work in garden and field. 11 In the earth made new, the redeemed 
w1ll engage 1n the occupations and pleasures that brought hap
piness to Adam and Eve in the beginning. The Eden life will be 
lived, the life in garden and field. 11 PK 730 (See also Ed 304). 

"I saw many of the saints go into the houses, take off their 
glittering crowns and lay them on the shelf, then go out into 
the field by the houses to do something with the earth; not as 
we have to do with the earth here; no, no. A glorious light 
shone all about their heads, and they were continually shouting 
and offering praises to God. 11 EW 18. 

g. Study a 11 the treasures of the universe. 11A 11 the treasures of 
the universe will be open to the study of God's children. Hith 
unutterable delight we shall enter into the joy and the wisdom 
of unfallen beings. We shall share the treasures gained 
through ages upon ages spent in contemplation of God's handiwork. 
And the years of eternity, as they roll, will continue to bring 
more glorious revelations. 11 Ed 307 (See also GC 678). 

h. Constantly develop with no end ever in sight. 11There every 
power will be deve 1 oped, every capability increased. The 
grandest enterprises will be carried forward, the loftiest as
pirations will be reached, the highest ambitions realized. And 
still there will arise new heights to surmount, new wonders to 
admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth 
the powers of body and mind and soul ... Ed 307 (See also GC 677). 

12. What wi 11 be the chief joy of the redeemed? 

"Everything in heaven is noble and elevated. All seek the in
terest and happiness of others. No one devotes himself to look
ing out and caring for self. It is the chief joy of all holy 
beings to witness the joy and happiness of those around them ... 
2T 239. 

13. How can I be sure to be there? 

a. "It should be the determination of every soul, not so much to 
seek to understand all about the conditions that will prevail 
in the future state, as to know what the Lord requires of him 
in this life ... CT 249. 
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b. "The peace and harmony of the heavenly courts wi 11 not be 
marred by the presence of one who is rough or unkind. He wh'o 
in this world exalts self in the work given him to do will never 
see the kingdom of God unless he is changed in spirit, unless 
he becomes meek and lowly, revealing the simplicity of a little 
child." 8T 140. 

c. "If you are to be saints in heaven, you must first be saints 
upon the earth." TM 145. 
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