
Bride/Marriage/Wedding/Guest/Supper 

 
Joh 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the 
bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled 
 

Rev 19:8  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  
  
 

Isa 49:18  Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather 
themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the LORD, thou shalt 

surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as 
a bride doeth.  
 

Isa 61:10  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; 
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with 

the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and 
as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.  
 

Rev 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God 

out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 

Mat 9:15  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber 

mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the 
bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast.  
 

Mat 25:1  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  

Mat 25:2  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.  

Mat 25:3  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:  

Mat 25:4  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  

Mat 25:5  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  

Mat 25:6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 

cometh; go ye out to meet him.  

Mat 25:7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  

Mat 25:8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps 

are gone out.  

Mat 25:9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us 
and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.  

Mat 25:10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were 

ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.  

Mat 25:11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  



Mat 25:12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  

Mat 25:13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 

the Son of man cometh.  

 

Rev 18:23  And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the 
voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for 

thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all 
nations deceived.  
 

Mat 22:1  And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and 
said,  

Mat 22:2  The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a 
marriage for his son,  

Mat 22:3  And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the 

wedding: and they would not come.  

Mat 22:4  Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, 
Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all 

things are ready: come unto the marriage.  

Mat 22:5  But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another 
to his merchandise:  

Mat 22:6  And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and 

slew them.  

Mat 22:7  But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his 

armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.  

Mat 22:8  Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which 
were bidden were not worthy.  

Mat 22:9  Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to 

the marriage.  

Mat 22:10  So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together 
all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished 

with guests.  

Mat 22:11  And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man 
which had not on a wedding garment:  

Mat 22:12  And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a 

wedding garment? And he was speechless.  

Mat 22:13  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take 

him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.  

Mat 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen.  

 

Luk 14:16  Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade 



many:  

Luk 14:17  And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, 

Come; for all things are now ready.  

Luk 14:18  And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said 

unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I 
pray thee have me excused.  

Luk 14:19  And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 

them: I pray thee have me excused.  

Luk 14:20  And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come.  

Luk 14:21  So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the 

master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and 

the halt, and the blind.  

Luk 14:22  And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and 
yet there is room.  

Luk 14:23  And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and 

hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.  

Luk 14:24  For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall 

taste of my supper.  

 

Jer 3:14  Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: 

and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:  

 

Hos 2:19  And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto 
me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.  

Hos 2:20  I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know 
the LORD.  

 

Mat 9:15  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber 

mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the 
bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast.  
 

Joh 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the 

bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.  
 

2Co 11:2  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 
 

Rev 19:7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  

Rev 19:8  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 



and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  

Rev 19:9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto 

the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true 
sayings of God.  

 

Rev 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God 

out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.   
 

Rev 21:9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven 

vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will 
shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.  

Rev 21:10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 

from God,  

Rev 21:11  Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most 
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bride  
 

“And I John saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband.” “Her light was like unto a stone most 592precious, even like a jasper 

stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 

angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.” 

“The twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was 

pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are the temple of it.” Revelation 21:2, 11, 12, 21, 22. {AA 591.3}

Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the union between Him and His 

redeemed ones. He Himself is the Bridegroom; the bride is the church, of which, as His chosen one, He 

says, “Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee.” The Ministry of Healing, 356. {AH 26.2} 

 

Very close and sacred is the relation between Christ and His church—He the bridegroom, and the 

church the bride; He the head, and the church the body. Connection with Christ, then, involves 

connection with His church. {CSA 65.

 

In the summer and autumn of 1844 the proclamation, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,” was given. 

The two classes represented by the wise and foolish virgins were then developed—one class who 

looked with joy to the Lord’s appearing, and who had been diligently preparing to meet Him; another 

class that, influenced by fear and acting from impulse, had been satisfied with a theory of the truth, but 

were destitute of the grace of God. In the parable, when the bridegroom came, “they that were ready 

went in with him to the marriage.” The coming of the bridegroom, here brought to view, takes place 

before the marriage. The marriage represents the reception by Christ of His kingdom. The Holy City, 

the New Jerusalem, which is the capital and representative of the kingdom, is called “the bride, the 

Lamb’s wife.” Said the angel to John: “Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” “He 

carried me away in the spirit,” says the prophet, “and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God.” Revelation 21:9, 10Clearly, then, the bride represents the Holy 

City, and the virgins that go out to meet the bridegroom are a symbol of the church. In the Revelation 

the people of God are said to be the guests at the marriage supper. Revelation 19:9  If guests, they 

cannot be represented also as the bride. Christ, as stated by the 156prophet Daniel, will receive from 

the Ancient of Days in heaven, “dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;” He will receive the New 

Jerusalem, the capital of His kingdom, “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Daniel 7:1 

Having received the kingdom, He will come in His glory, as King of kings and Lord of lords, for the 

redemption of His people, who are to “sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,” at His table in 

His kingdom (Matthew 8:18), to partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb. {CIHS 155.1} 

The proclamation, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,” in the summer of 1844, led thousands to expect 

the immediate advent of the Lord. At the appointed time the Bridegroom came, not to the earth, as the 

people expected, but to the Ancient of Days in heaven, to the marriage, the reception of His kingdom. 

“They that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut.” They were not to be 

present in person at the marriage; for it takes place in heaven, while they are upon the earth. The 

followers of Christ are to “wait for their Lord, when He will return from the wedding.” Luke 12:36 But 

they are to understand His work, and to follow Him by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this sense 

that they are said to go in to the marriage. {CIHS 156.1} 



  

In the parable it was those that had oil in their vessels with their lamps that went in to the marriage. 

Those who, 157with a knowledge of the truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit and grace of God, 

and who, in the night of their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching the Bible for clearer light—

these saw the truth concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the Saviour’s change in ministration, and by 

faith they followed Him in His work in the sanctuary above. And all who through the testimony of the 

Scriptures accept the same truths, following Christ by faith as He enters in before God to perform the 

last work of mediation, and at its close to receive His kingdom—all these are represented as going in to 

the marriage. {CIHS 156.2} )) 

  

In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is introduced, and the investigative 

judgment is clearly represented as taking place before the marriage. Previous to the wedding the king 

comes in to see the guests, to see if all are attired in the wedding garment, the spotless robe of character 

washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. Matthew 22:11 He who is found wanting is cast out, 

but all who upon examination are seen to have the wedding garment on are accepted of God and 

accounted worthy of a share in His kingdom and a seat upon His throne. This work of examination of 

character, of determining who are prepared for the kingdom of God, is that of the investigative 

judgment, the closing work in the sanctuary above. {CIHS 157.1} 

  

When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of those who in all ages have professed 

to be followers of Christ have been examined and decided, then, and not till then, probation will close, 

and the door of mercy will be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, “They that were ready went in with 

Him to the marriage: and the door was shut,” we are carried down through the Saviour’s final 

ministration, to the time when the great work for man’s salvation shall be completed. {CIHS 158.1}

 

 

When the vision of heavenly things was granted to John the apostle, he wrote: “I heard as it were the 

voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, 

saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to 

Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.” “Blessed are they 

which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.” Revelation 19:6, 7, 9 {DA 151.1 

The church is the bride, the Lamb’s wife. She should keep herself pure, sanctified, holy. Never should 

she indulge in any foolishness, for she is the bride of a King. Yet she does not realize her exalted 

position. If she understood this, she would be all-glorious within. {Lt177-1901.6} 

 

 

 

 

 



Guest 

 

When the king came in to view the guests, the real character of all was revealed. For every guest at the 

feast there had been provided a wedding garment. This garment was a gift from the king. By wearing it 

the guests showed their respect for the giver of the feast. But one man was clothed in his common 

citizen dress. He had refused to make the preparation required by the king. The garment provided for 

him at great cost he disdained to wear. Thus he insulted his lord. To the king’s demand, “How camest 

thou in hither not having a wedding garment?” he could answer nothing. He was self-condemned. Then 

the king said, “Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness.” {COL 

309.3}

By the king’s examination of the guests at the feast is represented a work of judgment. The guests at the 

gospel feast are those who profess to serve God, those whose names are written in the book of life. But 

not all who profess to be Christians are true disciples. Before the final reward is given, it must be 

decided who are fitted to share the inheritance of the righteous. This decision must be made prior to the 

second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven; for when He comes, His reward is with Him, “to give 

every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:12

Before His coming, then, the character of every man’s work will have been determined, and to every 

one of Christ’s followers the reward will have been apportioned according to his deeds. {COL 310.1}

By the wedding garment in the parable is represented the pure, spotless character which Christ’s true 

followers will possess. To the church it is given “that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

white,” “not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” Revelation 19:8 ; Ephesians 5:27 . The fine 

linen, says the Scripture, “is the righteousness of saints.” Revelation 19:8 . It is the righteousness of 

Christ, His own unblemished character, that through faith is imparted to all who receive Him as their 

personal Saviour. {COL 310.3

It is impossible for man to save himself. He may deceive himself in regard to this matter, but he cannot 

save himself. Christ’s righteousness alone can avail for his salvation, and this is the gift of God. This is 

the wedding garment in which you may appear as a welcome guest at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

Let faith take hold of Christ without delay, and you will be a new creature in Jesus, a light to the world. 

{1SM 331.1}

 

But this they can never do. Nothing can man devise to supply the place of his lost robe of innocence. 

No fig-leaf garment, no worldly citizen dress, can be worn by those who sit down with Christ and 

angels at the marriage supper of the Lamb. {COL 311.2

Those who reject the gift of Christ’s righteousness are rejecting the attributes of character which would 

constitute them the sons and daughters of God. They are rejecting that which alone could give them a 

fitness for a place at the marriage feast. {COL 316.4}

 

 

 

  



 

“After breakfast I said to one of my brethren, ‘Let us go and see and encourage some of our brethren.’ 

We started, and while passing through a large field, I was stopped about midway of the field. Heaven 

seemed open to my view, and I saw distinctly and clearly that instead of our High Priest coming out of 

the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to this earth on the tenth day of the seventh month, at the 

end of the 2300 days, He, for the first time, entered on that day into the second apartment of that 

sanctuary, and that He had a work to perform in 8the most holy place before coming to the earth; that 

He came to the marriage, or in other words, to the Ancient of Days, to receive a kingdom, dominion, 

and glory; and that we must wait for His return from the wedding. And my mind was directed to the 

tenth chapter of Revelation, where I could see the vision had spoken and did not lie.”—Unpublished 

manuscript published in part in The Review and Herald, June 23, 1921. {CIHS 7.3}

The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctuary, 

brought to view in Daniel 8:14 ; the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in 

Daniel 7:13 ; and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions of the 

same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage, described by 

Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25{CIHS 154.2}

See Above  CIHS 155 – 158 on Bride 

The parable of the wedding garment opens before us a lesson of the highest consequence. By the 

marriage is represented the union of humanity with divinity; the wedding garment represents the 

character which all must possess who shall be accounted fit guests for the wedding. {COL 307.1

So the followers of Christ are to shed light into the darkness of the world. Through the Holy Spirit, 

God’s word is a light as it becomes a transforming power in the life of the receiver. By implanting in 

their hearts the principles of His word, the Holy Spirit develops in men the attributes of God. The light 

of His glory—His character—is to shine forth in His followers. Thus they are to glorify God, to lighten 

the path to the Bridegroom’s home, to the city of God, to the marriage supper of the Lamb. {COL 

414.2}

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife 

hath made herself ready.... And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.” “He is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and they that are with Him are 

called, and chosen, and faithful.” Revelation 19:6-9 ; 17:14 {COL 421.2}

The gift of His Holy Spirit, rich, full, and abundant, is to be to His church as an encompassing wall of 

fire, which the powers of hell shall not prevail against. In their untainted purity and spotless perfection, 

Christ looks upon His people as the reward of all His suffering, His humiliation, and His love, and the 

supplement of His glory,—Christ, the great center from which radiates all glory. “Blessed are they 

which are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” {CET 209.1}


