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TRUTHS  
RELATING TO 
CHRIST’S 2ND 
COMING AND 

BEYOND. 

The personal 2nd  
Coming of Christ.  

Christ is coming to judge 
the world in righteousness.  

The two Resurrections. God’s Everlasting Kingdom 
and the Restitution of all 

things. 

 

EXPOSING 
POPULAR  
ERRORS.  

Exposing the 
Temporal  

Millennium error.  

Exposing the spiritual 
reign of Christ error.  

Exposing the restoration or 
return of the natural or  

carnal Jews error. 

 

THE  
PROPHETIC  

ASPECT.  

 
The fulfillment of 
the Bible prophe-
cies – for exam-
ple, Daniel 2, 7, 

11 & 12;  
Matthew 24.  

 
The Signs of the Times – 
signs in the moral condi-
tion of the world; and un-
natural phenomena in the 

heavens.  

 

The termination of the major 
prophetic periods relating to 

the end of time about the year 
1843.  

COMPILER’S INTRODUCTION FOR THE READER:  
Over the last eighteen months, the compiler has been undertaking serious and painstaking research into the Second 

Advent messages as they were proclaimed by the Advent Movement. This research has been undertaken from the pens of 
those writers who had a living experience in these messages and who played a large part in that Movement. It has been a 
wonderful learning experience and I have been truly blessed and thrilled to see the hand of the Lord in his guiding and bless-
ing the pens of those who were bringing out many, many, long lost truths from God’s Word to warn the church and the world 
of the imminent personal return  of our Lord Jesus Christ in the early 1840’s.  
 I have been blessed to read well over 6, 000 pages of materials from Advent Books, tracts and periodicals published 
during the time of the proclamation of the 1st and 2nd Angels Messages, the Midnight Cry and the first rise of the 3rd Angel’s 
Message. Many of these publications have been unknown and lost to most of us.  
 After undertaking all this research, I have come to the conviction that we as a people have unfortunately moved 
away from these original Spirit filled Advent messages, as they were proclaimed by the Second Advent Movement.  
 If we only consider the 1st Angel’s message for a moment, and briefly examine what the contents of this message 
were, the statement in the above paragraph can be easily demonstrated as being true. The following “TABLE” of subjects have 
been found by the compiler to be among the recurring themes in the teachings and writings of the Adventist Lecturers who 
proclaimed the 1st Angel’s message. 

A careful reading of this TABLE reveals the following sobering truth: - Only the biblical material relating 
to the termination of the major prophetic periods pointing to the end of time about the year 1843, are proclaimed 
by Sabbath-keeping Adventists as being the contents of the 1st Angel’s message. And even then, only a few of the 
major prophetic periods are generally presented in a shallow and surface presentation; whilst others of the major 
prophetic periods are completely ignored under this message. The other remaining subjects listed in this TABLE 
are not even understood as being a part of the 1st Angel’s message.   
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 We have been collectively suffering from “tunnel vision” concerning the 1st Angel’s message, by having our 

attention completely focused on Time Prophecy, to the almost total exclusion of any other Biblical subjects that 

were presented by the Adventist lecturers and writers under this message.  

The only way out of this confusion, is for the reader to have access to a reasonable selection of the articles 

that were written by those who led out in giving the messages, at the time they were giving the messages, on the 

subjects that formed the Second Advent doctrine. The compiler will select source documents dealing with the 

main features of the proclamation of the 1st Angel’s message, at the time it was being proclaimed by the Millerite 

Adventists.   

This document is the first in a series of four Study Documents, uncovering the original Advent messages 

from those who had an actual, living experience in these messages. (The other three Study Documents in this se-

ries will deal with the 2nd Angel’s Message; the Midnight Cry Message; and, finally, the Sabbath, the Sanctuary and 

the 3rd Angel’s Message.) 

 
The subject of “the daily” of the Book of Daniel will not be given detailed consideration in this Study Docu-

ment. But, there will be some references to this subject found in some of the articles in this Study Document, so 
that the careful reader will be able to get a good understanding of what was the majority teaching on this subject 
by those who gave “the judgment hour cry.”   

The compiler believes that by producing this series of Study Documents, he is complying with the follow-

ing simple counsel from the pen of Elder James White, who himself had a living experience in the Advent mes-

sages: - 

“If reference is made only to that portion of the testimony of Jesus which may be called present truth, then 

we see a clear fulfillment by those who teach the message of the third angel. Those who present this message 

understandingly, must first show the fulfillment of the messages of the first and second angels, [verses 6-8,] 

in the past Advent movement. Thus they chain all three messages together, show their harmony, and the fulfill-

ment of God’s word in them, and the testimony relative to the second coming of Christ is bound up.” 1 

The truths which these Advent believers accepted and lived out changed their lives and their Christian 
experience. In fact, we know that the Advent Movement of 1840-44 took the 1st Angel’s message to every mission-
ary station upon the globe within the space of these few short years. Truly as the apostolic Christians “turned the 
world upside down” (Acts 17:6), so also did the Advent people turn the world upside down, with their living faith 
that Jesus was coming in the Jewish year 1843 and again under the Midnight Cry movement of 1844.  

 
Their Advent faith produced the following spiritual fruits in their lives: - 

A deep personal commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ; 
A love to study their Bibles; 
A separation from the world; 
A burden to share their faith with their fellow men that Jesus was coming soon; and, 
A willingness to sacrifice of their time and means for the spreading of the Advent message.  
 
The original Advent messages had a practical and tangible effect upon the lives of those who truly believed 

them. It was this practical effect that did indeed turn the world upside down during the Advent Movement. 
 

 It should be borne in mind that a number of beliefs will be found in some of the following articles, which 
Sabbath-keeping Adventists have long regarded as being unbiblical errors. For example, the errors of the natural 
immortality of the soul, the 1, 000 year millennium to be spent on this earth by the righteous, and the recreation 
of the New Heavens and New Earth at the second coming of Jesus. The alert reader should instantly discard these 
errors in their own mind when they read them, not imbibing them, but rather, they should aim to be getting all 
the  
 
 
1Elder James White in “The Signs of the Times”, published in 1853, page 99.  Emphasis supplied by the compiler. 
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scriptural and spiritual benefit they can from the many Biblical truths which these writers brought out in their 
articles. We should not be quick to condemn these Sunday-keeping Adventists for holding on to these popular er-
rors, as the Lord mightily used them in proclaiming the 1st  Angel’s message, the 2nd Angel’s message, and the mes-
sage of the Midnight Cry, under the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
  In some places, the quality of the copy of the articles that the compiler has to work from is not very easy 
to read.  I have done the best I can with the materials that I have to work from. I trust that the reader will take this 
into account when studying these articles. 
 

Perhaps the following statements from the pen of inspiration sums up the whole aim and purpose of pro-

ducing this series of Study Documents. 

“I long daily to be able to do double duty. I have been pleading with the Lord for strength and wisdom 

to reproduce the writings of the witnesses who were confirmed in the faith in the early history of the mes-

sage. … A few are still alive who passed through the experience gained in the establishment of this truth. God has 

graciously spared their lives to repeat and repeat, till the close of their lives, the experience through which they 

passed, even as did John the apostle till the very close of his life. And the standard-bearers who have fallen in 

death are to speak through the re-printing of their writings. I am instructed that thus their voices are to be 

heard. They are to bear their testimony as to what constitutes the truth for this time.” 2 

“We have, as had John, a message to bear of the things which we have seen and heard. God is not giving 
us a new message. We are to proclaim the message that in 1843 and 1844 brought us out of the other 
churches. We need the Holy Spirit to kindle in our hearts the zeal and earnestness that were then seen 
among God's people.” 3   
 

COMPILED BY R. LEE - 2010.   
 

2Ellen G. White – The Paulson Collection, pp. 207 & 208.  Emphasis supplied by the compiler. 
 
3Ellen G. White – Review & Herald, January 19, 1905, par. 22.  Emphasis supplied by the compiler. 
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SECTION 1 
INTRODUCTORY ARTICLES RELATING TO THE SECOND  

ADVENT MOVEMENT: 
 

 “WE ARE THE ADVENTISTS,” – THE ADVENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH HERALD, 
APRIL 18, 1854 – JAMES WHITE. 

 

 “THE CRISIS HAS COME!” – THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, AND EXPOSITOR OF 
PROPHECY, AUGUST 3, 1842 – BY J. V. HIMES. 
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“WE ARE THE ADVENTISTS,” – THE ADVENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH HERALD,  
APRIL 18, 1854 – JAMES WHITE.4 

4This article by Elder James White has been reprinted for two reasons. 1.] It helps answers the question: - Who is a true Ad-
ventist? The answer: - A person who holds fast to the original Advent faith of the 1st and 2nd messages of Revelation 14:6 – 8, 
as proclaimed by the Advent Movement of 1840 – 1844. 2.] It helps us to see the value of reprinting these original articles 
from the Advent Movement. Because they contain the original Advent faith! That is why it has been included at the start of 
this Study Document.  
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“THE CRISIS HAS COME!” – THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, AND EXPOSITOR OF 
PROPHECY, AUGUST 3, 1842 – BY J. V. HIMES. 
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“FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE SECOND ADVENT FAITH.” – THE WESTERN 
MIDNIGHT CRY, APRIL 27, 1844 – BY L. D.  FLEMING: - 5 

5This article by Brother Fleming appeared in earlier Adventist periodicals, and was also published in a booklet before this date. The com-
piler has chosen to reprint it from this issue of The Western Midnight Cry because it is the best quality copy of this article to reprint it from.  
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SAGE.” – pages 222 – 229 – Ellen G. White. 

 
CHAPTER XIV. - THE FIRST ANGEL'S MESSAGE. 

 

      The prophecy of the first angel's message, brought to view in Revelation 14, found its fulfillment in the Advent movement 

of 1840-1844. In both Europe and America, men of faith and prayer were deeply moved as their attention was called to the prophe-

cies, and, tracing down the inspired record, they saw convincing evidence that the end of all things was at hand. The Spirit of God 

urged his servants, to give the warning. Far and wide spread the message of the everlasting gospel, "Fear God, and give glory to him; 

for the hour of his Judgment is come." [REV. 14:7.]  {4SP 222.1} 

      Wherever missionaries had penetrated, were sent the glad tidings of Christ's speedy return. In different lands were found 

isolated bodies of Christians, who, solely by the study of the Scriptures, had arrived at the belief that the Saviour's advent was near. 

In some portions of Europe, where the laws were so oppressive as to forbid the preaching of the Advent doctrine, little children were 

impelled to declare it, and many listened to the solemn warning.  {4SP 222.2} 

      To Wm. Miller and his co-laborers it was given to preach the message in America, and the light kindled by their labors 

shone out to distant lands. The testimony of the Scriptures pointing to the coming of Christ in 1843, awakened wide-spread interest. 

Many were convinced that the arguments from the prophetic periods were correct, and, sacrificing their pride of opinion, they joy-

fully received the truth. Some ministers laid aside their sectarian views and feelings, left their salaries and their churches, and united 

in proclaiming the coming of Jesus. There were but few ministers, however, who would accept this message; therefore it was largely 

committed to humble laymen. Farmers left their fields, mechanics their tools, traders their merchandise, professional men their posi-

tions; and yet the number of workers was small in comparison with the work to be accomplished. The condition of an ungodly 

church and a world lying in wickedness burdened the souls of the true watchmen, and they willingly endured toil, privation, and suf-

fering that they might call men to repentance unto salvation. Though opposed by Satan, the work went steadily forward, and the Ad-

vent truth was accepted by many thousands.  {4SP 222.3} 

 Everywhere was heard the searching testimony warning sinners, both worldlings and church-members, to flee from the 

wrath to come. Like John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, the preachers laid the ax at the root of the tree, and urged all to bring 

forth fruit meet for repentance. Their stirring appeals were in marked contrast to the assurances of peace and safety that were heard 

from popular pulpits; and wherever the message was given, it moved the people. The simple, direct testimony of the Scriptures, set 

home by the power of the Holy Spirit, brought a weight of conviction which few were able wholly to resist. Professors of religion 

were roused from their false security. They saw their backslidings, their worldliness and unbelief, their pride and selfishness. Many 

sought the Lord with repentance and humiliation. The affections that had so long clung to earthly things they now fixed upon 

Heaven. The Spirit of God rested upon them, and with hearts softened and subdued they joined to sound the cry, "Fear God, and give 

glory to him; for the hour of his Judgment is come."  {4SP 223.1} 

       Sinners inquired with weeping, "What must I do to be saved?" Those whose lives had been marked with dishonesty 

were anxious to make restitution. All who found peace in Christ longed to see others share the blessing. The hearts of parents were 

turned to their children, and the hearts of children to their parents. The barriers of pride and reserve were swept away. Heartfelt con-

fessions were made, and the members of the household labored for the salvation of those who were nearest and dearest. Often was 

heard the sound of earnest intercession. Everywhere were souls in deep anguish, pleading with God. Many wrestled all night in 

prayer for the assurance that their own sins were pardoned, or for the conversion of their relatives or neighbors. That earnest, deter-

mined faith gained its object. Had the people of God continued to be thus importunate in prayer, pressing their petitions at the mercy-

seat, they would be in possession of a far richer experience than they now have. There is too little prayer, too little real conviction of 

sin; and the lack of living faith leaves many destitute of the grace so richly provided by our gracious Redeemer. {4SP 224.1} 

 All classes flocked to the Adventist meetings. Rich and poor, high and low, were, from various causes, anxious to hear for 

themselves the doctrine of the second advent. The Lord held the spirit of opposition in check while his servants explained the reasons 

of their faith. Sometimes the instrument was feeble; but the Spirit of God gave power to his truth. The presence of holy angels was 

felt in these assemblies, and many were daily added to the believers. As the evidences of Christ's soon coming were repeated, vast 

crowds listened in breathless silence to the solemn words. Heaven and earth seemed to approach each other. The power of God 

would be felt upon old and young and middle-aged. Men sought their homes with praises upon their lips, and the glad sound rang out 

upon the still night air. None who attended those meetings can ever forget those scenes of deepest interest.  {4SP 225.1} 

      The proclamation of a definite time for Christ's coming called forth great opposition from many of all classes, from the 

minister in the pulpit down to the most reckless, Heaven-daring sinner. "No man knoweth the day nor the hour!" [SEE APPENDIX, 
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NOTE 2.] was heard alike from the hypocritical minister and the bold scoffer. They closed their ears to the clear and harmonious 

explanation of the text by those who were pointing to the close of the prophetic periods and to the signs which Christ himself had 

foretold as tokens of his advent. Many who professed to love the Saviour, declared that they had no opposition to the preaching of 

his coming; they merely objected to the definite time. God's all-seeing eye read their hearts. They did not wish to hear of Christ's 

coming to judge the world in righteousness. They had been unfaithful servants, their works would not bear the inspection of the heart

-searching God, and they feared to meet their Lord. Like the Jews at the time of Christ's first advent, they were not prepared to wel-

come Jesus. Satan and his angels exulted and flung the taunt in the face of Christ and holy angels, that his professed people had so 

little love for him that they did not desire his appearing.  {4SP 225.2} 

      Unfaithful watchmen hindered the progress of the work of God. As the people were roused, and began to inquire the way of 

salvation, these leaders stepped in between them and the truth, seeking to quiet their fears by falsely interpreting the word of God. In 

this work, Satan and unconsecrated ministers united, crying, Peace, peace, when God had not spoken peace. Like the Pharisees in 

Christ's day, many refused to enter the kingdom of Heaven themselves, and those who were entering in, they hindered. The blood of 

these souls will be required at their hand.  {4SP 226.1} 

 Wherever the message of truth was proclaimed, the most humble and devoted in the churches were the first to receive it. 

Those who studied the Bible for themselves could not but see the unscriptural character of the popular views of prophecy, and wher-

ever the people were not deceived by the efforts of the clergy to misstate and pervert the faith, wherever they would search the word 

of God for themselves, the Advent doctrine needed only to be compared with the Scriptures to establish its divine authority. {4SP 

226.2} 

      Many were persecuted by their unbelieving brethren. In order to retain their position in the church, some consented to be 

silent in regard to their hope; but others felt that loyalty to God forbade them thus to hide the truths which he had committed to their 

trust. Not a few were cut off from the fellowship of the church for no other reason than expressing their belief in the coming of 

Christ. Very precious to those who bore the trial of their faith were the words of the prophet, "Your brethren that hated you, that cast 

you out for my name's sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified. But he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed." [ISA. 66:5.]  

{4SP 227.1} 

 Angels of God were watching with the deepest interest the result of the warning. When the churches as a body rejected the 

message, angels turned away from them in sadness. Yet there were in the churches many who had not yet been tested in regard to the 

Advent truth. Many were deceived by husbands, wives, parents, or children, and were made to believe it a sin even to listen to such 

heresies as were taught by the Adventists. Angels were bidden to keep faithful watch over these souls; for another light was yet to 

shine upon them from the throne of God.  {4SP 227.2} 

      With unspeakable desire those who had received the message watched for the coming of their Saviour. The time when they 

expected to meet him was at hand. They approached this hour with a calm solemnity. They rested in sweet communion with God, an 

earnest of the peace that was to be theirs in the bright hereafter. None who experienced this hope and trust can forget those precious 

hours of waiting. Worldly business was for the most part laid aside for a few weeks. Believers carefully examined every thought and 

emotion of their hearts as if upon their death-beds and in a few hours to close their eyes upon earthly scenes. There was no making of 

"ascension robes;" [SEE APPENDIX, NOTE 3.] but all felt the need of internal evidence that they were prepared to meet the Sav-

iour; their white robes were purity of soul,--characters cleansed from sin by the atoning blood of Christ.  {4SP 227.3} 

 God designed to prove his people. His hand covered a mistake in the reckoning of the prophetic periods. [SEE APPENDIX, 

NOTE 1.] Adventists did not discover the error, nor was it discovered by the most learned of their opponents. The latter said, "Your 

reckoning of the prophetic periods is correct. Some great event is about to take place; but it is not what Mr. Miller predicts; it is the 

conversion of the world, and not the second advent of Christ."  {4SP 228.1} 

      The time of expectation passed, and Christ did not appear for the deliverance of his people. Those who with sincere faith 

and love had looked for their Saviour, experienced a bitter disappointment. Yet the Lord had accomplished his purpose: he had tested 

the hearts of those who professed to be waiting for his appearing. There were among them many who had been actuated by no higher 

motive than fear. Their profession of faith had not affected their hearts or their lives. When the expected event failed to take place, 

these persons declared that they were not disappointed; they had never believed that Christ would come. They were among the first 

to ridicule the sorrow of the true believers.  {4SP 228.2} 

      But Jesus and all the heavenly host looked with love and sympathy upon the tried and faithful yet disappointed ones. Could 

the vail separating the visible from the invisible world have been swept back, angels would have been seen drawing near to these 

steadfast souls, and shielding them from the shafts of Satan. {4SP 229.1} 
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