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FOREWORD

INETEEN centuries ago the Prophet of Nazareth foretold a time
N when there would be * distress of nations, with perplexity,”” when

men's hearts would fail them * for fear, and for looking after those
things which are coming on the earth.” Today we see His words signally
and strikingly fulfilled.

The greatest war ever known to mankind has gripped the nations.
Kings, statesmen, and whole peoples, secing its magnitude and confronted
by its unsolved problems, are perplexed beyond measure.

And not only so, but seeing no certain hope for the future of the world,
no pilot to deliver them from the angry cross-currents of national ambi-
tions, no way out of the dark labyrinth in which they wander, the hearts
of sober, thinking men everywhere are * failing them for fear.” From
thousands of trembling lips fall the questions: *‘ What is the meaning
of this seeming breakdown of modern civilization?’’ ' Must the world
live on forever either deluged in blood or under the dark shadow of im-

_ pending war?’’ “ls there no deliverance, no hope? "’

To a candid consideration of this turbulent situation, and to a faithful

‘answer to the supreme question of the hour, these pages are devoted.

The author is neither an alarmist nor a political propagandist, but a
sober, serious thinker, who in this little volume offers to his fellow men
the only possible solution of the great problem that confronts the whole
world. That men everywhere may find the guiding thread of divine
truth to which they are directed in this book, is the earnest prayer and

THE PUBLISHERS.
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THE NATIONS AT WAR

* The wild onrush of evenis in a world at war; the
sudden and slartling changes in finance, in commerce, in
industry; the quick movement of armies and of navies by
which sume of the hopes and ambitions of iwo generations
are gratified; the dazed perplexity of the world's most trusted
leaders,— all these are characleristic of the davs through
which we are living.”— Nicholas Murray Butler, President
Columbia University, in “A World in Ferment,” p. 88.

THE world is in perplexity. To all the sufferings
incident to human experience in normal times has been
added, by the most terrible of all wars, “distress of

nations, with perplexity.”

Austria’s declaration of war upon Serbia the 28th
day of July, 1914, seemed a small event in this world

. of many and widely scattered rations, each bent upon
the pursuit of its own interests, But that act set the
WOODROW WILSON ‘ ‘

, . v
President of the United States and Commander in Chief of the . / world on fire.
Forces of the Army and Navy .
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NEWTON D. BAKER
United States Secretary of War

The Nations at War 9

The year 1918 opened with twenty-three nations at
war, and ten more had severed diplomatic relations.
The population of these nations is fifteen hundred mil-
lion,— more than seven eighths of the human race.
“ Engulfed in war, nation after nation has been swept
by the terrible tide of destruction. Neither hemisphere
has escaped. Armies march in Europe, Asia, and
Africa. No seas are without their mines, their battle-

. © Harris & Ewing
Bird's-Eye View of the Cantonment under Construction at Quantico, Va.

 ships, and their submarines. All skies are speckled with

armored craft.”
The Enormous Scale of the War

The fourth year of the war found fifty million men
under arms, in addition to thirty million listed as dead,
wounded, or captured during the first three years of the
conflict. And while this large expenditure of man-power
has been going on, the money investment has likewise
been enormous. Conservative estimates place the ex-
Jpenses of the war for the first three and a half years at
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JOSEPHUS DANIELS
Secretary of the Navy of the United States

T Nations at War i

one hundred twenty-five billion dollars. These figures
stagger the human mind. A billion! There are fewer
than a billion minutes in nineteen hundred years. The

_expenditure of a billion dollars represents a dollar for

every minute that has passed since the birth of Christ
to the close of 1900. But this war has cost one hundred
twenty-five times that sum, which means that in three
and a half years these nations have spent a sum equal
to one hundred twenty-five dollars for every minute of
the Christian era.

The war expense of the Government of the United
States has been at the rate approximately of fourteen
billion dollars a year. This is an average expenditure of
thirty-eicht million dollars a day, more than a million
and a half an hour, or $527 a second. What might not
have been accomplished with this money in the saving
of life and the betterment of living conditions, had not
the Central Powers precipitated this war!

When and how this great conflict will end is a
problem of increasing interest to all the world. The
whole affair has proved to be so fraught with grave
consequences that it has filled the minds of men every-
where with the most serious concern.

“A Supreme Moment of History ”
The gravity of the present world situation was rec-

‘ognized by President Wilson in his message to the Con-

gress, December 4, 1917. His closing words were:
“A supreme moment of history has come. The eyes

' of the people have been opened, and they see. The hand

of God is laid upon the nations. He will show them
favor, I devoutly believe, only if they rise to the clear
heights of His own justice and mercy.”

These statements are pregnant with meaning. De-
claring that we face a supreme crisis, our chief magis-
trate directs our minds to man’s relationship and respon-
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16 A World in Péa'y)lexity

sibility to God. Although the Central Powers precipi-
tated and are responsible for this war, President Wilson's
earnest words suggest that all nations have departed from
God’s standard of justice and merecy, and that the only
true hope of deliverance rests in a return to that stand-
ard. While this view may seem irrational and super-
stitious to the materialistic mind, it will, in this hour

Poto, ston PhoboNews o.

Guns of the Coast Defense “ Somewhere in America”
of great anxiety, appeal to the distressed millions of
men and women throughout the world,

Why this conclusion that “a supreme moment of
history has come ”? What is taking place that makes
this moment supreme in the annals of the human race?

A Portentous Hour

Of the great events now being staged, Dr. Butler
says: “The clock of time is about to strike the most
portentous hour in all history.” In his “ Challenge of the

The Nations at War 14

Future,” Professor Usher declares: Upon this moment
of time hangs all eternity.” These are not the words
of glib orators, nor excited agitators, nor wild alarm-
ists. They are given to the world in all seriousness,
by sober men, facing the darkest crisis that has ever
come to this hard-hit world.

Why is this hour said to be “the most portentous ”
of all history? Why the declaration that “ upon this

J

© Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.

Shells Being Shipped to the Front

moment of time hangs all eternity”? The times are
unusual; the situation is abnormal; the complications
between nations are full of peril. The whole world
Seems surcharged with the spirit of revolt against the
existing order. As Dr. Butler says: “It is more than
a world at war; it is a world in ferment.” This means
a world in unrest, agitation, uprising, tumult. It sug-

gests the language of an ancient seer, who said: The
2
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18 A World in Perplexity

wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest.
whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” Isa. 57:20.

Bverywhere there is unrest, agitation, conflict. In
one place it is over governmental problems; in another,
regarding labor and capital issues; and in still another,
race prejudices. These conflicts tax the wisdom and
diplomacy of statesmen, captains of industry, and lead-

ers of men of all classes.
; While it is true that the experience of the human
race has always been one of unrest, of change, and of
conflict, never in all that long history has this spirit
been so nearly universal as at the present moment.

Great Empires Swept by Revolution

Russia, with a territory comprising one seventh of
all the land in the world and a population close to one
eighth of all the inhabitants of the earth, is in utter
chaos. Tumult and revolution have swept that great
empire as with the besom of destruction.

And China, with its four hundred millions of people,
nearly one fourth of the human race, has been in the
throes of revolution for years. It is being torn by one
uprising after another. ;

“A Fit of Political Alcoholism ”

Referring to these unsettled conditions, the editor of
the North American Review says that “in these last
ten years a strange breath has passed over ” the world.
The British Foreign Minister, Sir Edward Grey, de-
clared in the House of Commons:

“Tt is really as if, in the atmosphere of the world,
there were some mischievous influence at work which
troubles and excites every part of it. We are passing,
this year, through a period of excitement; it is so still.
Some countries are in revolution, others are at war;

Photo by Paul Thompson
W ONE OF “OUR BOYS”
Training for the European Battle Field
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20 A World in Perplexity

and in several countries which are neither in revolution
nor at war, there are people who seem to delight in
discussing how near they have been, or are, or are
likely to be, either to revolution or to war in the past,
the present, or the future. Really it is as if the world
were indulging in a fit of political alecoholism, and the
best that can be done by those of us who are in posi-
tions of responsibility is to keep cool and sober.”

The World’s Maelstrom

Soon after these graphic statements were made, the
explosion came, and now “ peace, freedom, and repre-
sentative government; constructive work and wealth;
education, science, and art; fraternity, charity, and mis-
sions; spiritual religion, civilization, life itself! all are
in the world’s maelstrom.”—* The World Crisis and
the Way to Peace,” p. 7.

Much of what appeared to be great, and good, and
abiding, and of real worth in the world, collapsed like
a house of cards with the first blast of the war-storm.
“The whole world order was changed in a night!”
“It is this alarming violence,” says one writer, “ this
remorseless haste, as of a tornado tearing its way with
resistless force across peaceful lands, which takes away
our breath and paralyzes our thoughts. Before we
have had time to guess whither events are leading us,
we find ourselves in the center of the storm. . .
Human imagination is stunned by so sudden, so tre-
mendous, and so unexpected a catastrophe.”

When men of long and clear vision take a sober
look at the situation as it exists today, they are forced
to pronounce this a “distempered world,” and to say
that “if ever the world saw a day of need, this is
the day.” We stand, says one, “in the presence of
a world-tragedy.” And the editor of the New York
Evening Sun (Aug. 8, 1914) asks, “ Did such strange

The Nations at War 21

cross-currents ever before flow across a page of his-
tory? ” . o

These alarming conditions have not sprung up dur-
ing a night. They are of long standing, and have
been gradually growing worse. Their existence has
not been clearly seen nor fully realized. A false se-
curity has blinded our eyes. Implicit trust in a civili-
zation that seemed deep and broad and high, led us to

Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.

American Soldiers Learning French Words and Phrases

imagine that it was slowly but surely triumphing over
the forces of evil. But the tragic war, initiated by
imperialistic nations and now devastating the world, has
awakened us to truer conceptions. What appeared to
be a great, abiding civilization, proved to be but a thin
veneer over the worst passions of the natural man.

Mankind Back in the Primeval Forest

The utter failure of science, philosophy, interna-
tional treaties and alliances, and also the religions of

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research




A World in Perplexity

the world, to prevent the “ ghastly crisis” through
which the world is now passing, is forcibly stated by
Dr. Butler as follows:

“The words that oftenest come to our lips, the ideals
that we cherish and pursue, the progress that we fan-
cied we were making, seem not to exist. Mankind is
back in the primeval forest, with the elemental brute
passions finding a truly fiendish expression. The only

The Nations at War 23

Are the long and devoted labors of scholars and of

_statesmen to enthrone Justice in the place of Brute

Force in the world, all without effect? "—“ A World in
Ferment,” pp. 13, 14.

« Let no one imagine that this dark picture is over-:
drawn. This is a forceful presentation of the facts,

though the masses do not see them in all their fright-
. fulness. After returning from one of his visits to the

Frensh Official Photo. (© Committee on Public Information
A Red Cross Shelter in the Vosges Mountains

apparent use of science is to enable men to kill other
men more quickly and in greater numbers. The only
apparent service of philosophy is to make the worse
appear the better reason. . . .

“What are we to think? Is science a sham? Is
philosophy a pretense? Is religion a mere rumor? Is
the great international structure of friendship, good
will, and scholarly co-operation . ., . only an illusion?

© Underwood & Underwood, N. Y,
WAR DOG GUARDING HIS MASTER'S KIT
“ Couldn’t be Left in Safer Hands "

British trenches in France, Lloyd George, the premier
of Great Britain, said:

“As to the war zone, its terrors are indeseribable.:
I have just visited the battle fields of France. I stood,
as it were, at the door of hell. I saw myriads march-

ing into the furnace. I saw some coming out of.it,

scorched and mutilated. The ghastliness must never
be re-enacted on this earth.”

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research




S CHINESE "«
. - o

: sersassase
blac CLTSTLL LaRR

," REPUBLIC

Timet

ATLANTIC

OCEAN |

Palestine, the Crossroads of Great World Highways

OBSTACLES TO PEACE

“ The world is seeking peace — the world needs peace
as il never has needed peace before. Civilization is threat-
ened as it has never been threatened before. But peace will
not save civilization if it is the kind of peace that we have
heretofore had — a truce for greater military preparation.

* The existence of this great war tragically demonstrates
some greal need in our civilization. Some vital factor is
absent, the supplying of which may enable the machinery of
civilization {o run smoothly, without the danger of an occa-
sional ruinous disaster,”—"A Conclusive Peace,”” Charles
Fremont Tavlor, p. 10.

_ s THE cry of mankind now is for peace. The victories

Phot, Boston Photo News Co. - : ; and the spoils looked for by the Teutonic Powers when

] GERMAN 42-CENTIMETER SHELL the war began have not materialized. Instead there

Compared with a French 75-Millimeter Shell at Left, and a German 25
77-Millimeter Shell at Right :
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26 A World in Perplexity

have been serious failures and staggering losses. The
way grows harder as the days go by. The conflict has
lasted so long, and has brought so much suffering and
sorrow to so many, that the world wants permanent
peace as it has never wanted it before. Half a hun-
dred peace societies throughout the world are devoting
their sympathies, scholarship, and diplomatic experi-
ence to the formulation of peace proposals, which they
hope may prove acceptable to the warring nations.
Cabinets, war councils, and rulers send forth one set
of peace terms after another to feel their way fo a
cessation of hostilities. .

But thus far little if any progress has been made
by this means. It is clearly recognized that there can
be no lasting peace until the rights and freedom of the
smaller and weaker nations are recognized and guar-
anteed. This conviction has taken such strong hold of
the majority of the nations engaged in this mighty con-
flict that they affirm with the greatest emphasis that
no peace will be eoncluded until all the nations recog-
nize and subscribe to this principle. This great pur-
pose is set forth with increasing clearness and empha-
sis by the President of the United States, who appears
to speak for the allied nations. It is devoutly to he
hoped that this great objective may be attained, and
thus bring to an end this great conflict.

“A Guiding Thread ”

“It is not easy, perhaps it is impossible, to find an
Ariadne who will give us a guiding thread through
this labyrinth of change. Presuppositions that have
long sustained the solid fabric of personal and ‘of na-
tional conduct have been destroyed. Assumptions that
have seemed to be made certain by the earlier prog-
ress of man have disappeared under the pressure of
the latest manifestations of trained human capacity
for evil”—“A World in Ferment,)” p. 245

Obstacles to Peace o

There is a way of escape from this dark labyrinth.
There is a “ guiding thread” to lead us out. There
is “a logic of peace as well as a logic of stl:ife.."
Peace will come when the thread of that logic is
found and followed. But unless it is followed, _all
efforts to achieve permanent peace must prove futile.

© Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.
A British Big Gun

In dealing with the question of peace we must go
back to the causes of the conflict. The paramognt
issues that precipitated the mighty war now rocking
the world must be reckoned with in any attempt t'()
_reach safe conclusions regarding the outcome. It is
not reasonable, from a human point of view, to suppose
that the war can be terminated and an enduring peace

 be established, without a settlement of the great issues

involved.
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A World in Perplexity

What were those issues? What were the primary
causes of the war? Do those causes still exist? Are
the nations finding a basis for the settlement of their
fundamental differences? From the political, commer-
cial, and military viewpoints, the true answers to

Photo, Press Illustrating Service, Ine., N. Y.

An Agéroplane with Quick-Firing Gun

these questions must be the basis of reliable con-
clusions concerning the future.

The Primary Cause of the World War
While it is true, as Dr. Morris Jastrow, Jr., of the
University of Pennsylvania, says, “ A war like the pres-
ent one cannot . . . be carried back to any one issue,
isolated from all others,” yet it is evident that the is-
sues are so closely connected that they may be bound
together and set down as the one great primary cause.

Obstacles to Peace 29

That chief cause, it may fairly and safely be said,
was the attempt of the Central Powers to control world
highways by seizing territory and demanding privileges
which belong to, and constitute the life of, other na-

i

Photo, Press [llustrating Service, Ine., N. Y.

A German Aéroplane Brought Down on French Seil

tions. The conflict therefore involves territorial pos-
sessions, access to the world’s markets, commercial ad-
vantages, political and military supremacy, and the
rights and freedom of small nations.

As the war has progressed, and especially since the
United States of America has become involved, the ques-

_ tion of making the world safe for democracy has bec?me
_a leading issue. It is for this the Allies are now fighting.

Digitized by the Center for z’{dveﬁtist Research




Obstacles to Peace ‘ 31

A Struggle for World Highways

Regarding the real cause of the war, Maynard Owen
. Williams, writing from the Near East, where he had
gone to give the question careful study, says: ! The
war is being fought, not for a European capital, but
for a world highway.” He then shows how Russia
began fighting to secure control of the Bosporus and
the Dardanelles in order that she might have an open
road to the Mediterranean and the oceans, and thus
to the world’s markets. England, he shows, is fighting
to retain her rightful control of the Strait of Gibraltar,
the Mediterranean, and the Suez Canal, that she may
have an open, safe highway to the Far East. Ger-
many, he makes clear, is fighting to establish a perma-
nent overland highway from the North Sea to the
Persian Gulf, and thence to the markets of the world.
Austria, Bulgaria, and Turkey are fighting as al-
lies of Germany because they believe their national
interests will be best served if Germany’s road to the
gulf is established. France and Italy are fighting as
allies of England because their national lives, menaced
by the ambitions of the Central Powers, are bound up
with those of the United Kingdom.

The roads of these two groups cross; their interests
conflict; their policies clash. To the rulers and people
of the several nations the interests of each seem vital
to its very existence. It is because these vital in-
terests and national aims conflict so seriously that
these nations are at war.

Asiatic Turkey the Storm-Center

Further evidence that these nations are fighting par-
ticularly for highways to the world’s markets, is found
in the fact that one of the great storm-centers of this
war is in Asiatic Turkey, stretching from the Mediter-
ranean Sea to the Persian Gulf. This is a most im-
portant factor in the whole question of war and peace.

ND

ENGL

HUGE MASS OF WRECKAGE FROM ZEPPELIN BROUGHT DOWN IN RAID OVER

© Underwood & Underwood, N, i’.
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A World in Perplexity

German writers in particular boldly declare this. “ The
war comes from the East; the war is waged for the
East; the war will be decided in the East.” So writes
Ernst Jéickh in the Deutsche Politik, December 22, 1916.

Why this war comes from the East, why it is be-
ing waged for the East, and how vital are the issues
at stake, is set forth by Frederic C. Howe, who says:

r

© Underwood & Underwood, N. ¥.

Bomb-Proof Shelter in London

“ Access to, free passage through, or control of
the Mediterranean is the permanent objective behind
the foreign policy of all the greater European powers.
It is an objective by its very nature so diffused and
covering such a wide geographical area that it can-
not be expressed in state papers, even had the na-
tions in conflict dared to declare their ultimate poli-
cies. It is an objective, however, that lies at the very

Obstacles to Peace

, industrial and commercial life of Great Britain and

Russia, that -is bound up with all the ambitions of
Germany, and that underlies the industrial and finan-
cial aspirations of Ifaly and the Balkan States.”—
Seribner’'s Magazine, May, 1916, p. 621.

This claim is ably supported by a great array of

the most reliable authorities. In his book, “ Obstacles

{) Underwood & Underwood, N. Y, :
The Werk of One Bomb Dropped from an Agroplane in a Raid on London

to Peace,” issued in the early part of 1917, Mr. 8. S.

 MeClure says (page 5):

. “The real problem of this war is Asiatic Turkey.
The settlement of this question may involve a coutinu-
ous series of devastating wars at longer or shorter

_ intervals for generations. . . . If there can be found
~ no' other alternative than the control of this territory,
_ either by Germany and her allies, or by England and

3
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34 A World in Perplexity

her allies, resulting in the one case in threatening the
safety of the British Empire, and in the other in pre-
venting German éxpansion,— wars and rumors of wars
will dominate the twentieth century.”

Rus:;ja and Germany

He then proceeds to give reasons for his conclusion:

“The i'nterests of Russia in regard to the Bosporus
and Asia Minor are antagonistic to those of Germany

S
© Press Illustrating Service, Ine., N. Y.

Alpine Fighters on the Italian Front

and :Furkey. Germany’s splendid dream of an Eastern
Empire demands the control of the route from Berlin
thl-*ough Constantinople to Basra [on the Persian Gulf]
With th_e development of the wheat fields in the Black‘
Sea region it is a vital necessity for Russia to control
Constantinople and the Bosporus. I asked Professor
Rohz:bach, who is the great authority on matters in-
_volving Russia and Germany, how it would be possi-
vble to safegrard Russia’s interests with Germany in

Obstacles to Peace

control of the Bosporus. He replied very clearly that
the interests of Germany and Russia were so opposed
to each other that it was impossible to meet the needs
of both, and that inasmuch as German civilization

_ was superior to Russian civilization, Russia's interests
must be sacrificed, rather than Germany’s.”—* 0Qb-

stacles to Peace,” p. 18.
This conflict of the interests and policies of Russia
and Germany is clearly outlined by Professor Seymour,

Photo, Press Tustrating Service, Inc., N. Y.
Sharpshooting Scouts in the Snowy Alps, Dressed in White to Avoid Detection

of Yale University: “The activity of Russia, checked
in the Far East, must inevitably be turned towards
the Balkans and Constantinople, and in this quarter
Russian ambitions conflicted with Germany’s purpose
of controlling a sweep of territory extending from the

 North Sea to the Persian Gulf. It was unthinkable

that the interests of Pan-Germanism and Pan-Slavism
should not clash in the Near East.”—*“ The Diplomatic
Background of the War,” p. 160.
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A World in Perplexity

England and Germany
England and Germany, it is well known, are the
chief antagonists in this struggle that has involved
the world. Like mighty wrestlers, these nations are
“locked in clutch unto death.” This is because Eng-
land controls territory which Germany regards as nee-

essary to her “place in the sun.” Again Professor v

Seymour says:

“ With the development of Germany’s world policy
and the beginning of the Bagdad Railway, British
statesmen perceived that Teutonic control in the Bal-
kans and on the Dardanelles threatened India and the
route to India far more seriously than did the aspira-
tions of Russia.”’— 1d., ». 159,

Why England had reason to fear the consumma-
tion of Germany’s world policy, as indieated by the
Bagdad Railway enterprise, may be easily seen in a
comprehensive statement made by a prominent and
authoritative German writer, Professor Rohrbach:

“A direct attack upon England across the North
Sea is out of the question; the prospect of a German
invasion of England is a fantastic dream. It is nec-
essary to discover another combination in order to hit
England in a vulnerable spot — and here we come to
the point where the relationship of Germany to Turkey,
and the conditions prevailing in Turkey, become of de-
cisive importance for German foreign policy, based as it
now is upon watchfulness in the direction of England.
. + . England can be attacked and mortally wounded by
land from Europe only in one place — Egypt.

“The loss of Egypt would mean for England not
only the end of her dominion over the Suez Canal and
of her connections with India and the Far East, but
would probably entail the loss also of her possessions
in Central and East Africa. The conquest of Egypt
by a Mohammedan power like Turkey would also im.

Pheto, Press Hustrating Service, Inc,, N. Y.

SHELTERS CUT IN THE ALPS 6,000 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL
. : : P 87
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Obstacles to Pea ce 39

peril England’s hold over her sixty million Mohamme-
dan subjects in India, besides prejudicing her relations
with Afghanistan and Persia. ... Egypt is a prize
for which Turkey would be well worth the risk of
taking sides with Germany in a war with England.
The policy of protecting Turkey, which is now pur-
sued by Germany, has no other object but the desire
to effect an insurance against the danger of a war
with England.”—* The Bagdad Railway,” by -Professor
Rohrbach (Berlin, 1911); reproduced in “ Obstacles to
Peace,” p. 19.

Germany’s Expectations

After this war had been in progress some months,
when the outlook appeared favorable for Germany,
Herr Trampe, a German writer, gave the following bold
outline of Germany’s ambitious expectations:

“When England . . . loses India, then her world-
power will be broken. The ancient highroad of the
world is the one which leads from Europe to India —
the road used by Alexander — the highway which leads
from the Danube via Constantinople to the valley of
the Euphrates, and by northern Persia, Herat, and
Kabul to the Ganges. Every yard of the Bagdad Rail-
way which is laid brings the owner of the railway
nearer to India. What Alexander performed and Na-
poleon undoubtedly planned, can be achieved by a
third treading in their footsteps.”—“The Fight for
the Dardanelles,” by Herr Trampe (Stuttgert, 1915);
reproduced in “ Obstacles to Peace,” p. 453.

In 1916 Hans Rohde gave the climax of Prussia’s
far-reaching program:

“The sword had to decide the fate of Near Asia,
and a decision has fallen, unless unforeseen events
intervene. Cermany will not be limited to the sphere
of influence formerly allotted to her, but in future
she will devote her energies to Armenia, Syria, and
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Mesopotamia in the interests of German capitalists
and merchants. In this manner the way will be kept
open which the war indicated and which, together
with our allies, we have fought for and won,— the
way that leads from Berlin via Vienna — Sofia —
Constantinople — Bagdad, to the Persian Gulf, and

.

© Committee on Public Information
American Boys in France Being Taught the Use of Liquid Fire

has become the vital nerve in our economic life and
our policy.”—*Deutschland in Vorderasien” (Berlin,
1916) ; reprinted in “ Obstacles to Peace,” p. 456,

The Bagdad Railway Project
In the quotations given in the preceding pages
frequent mention is made of the Bagdad Railway, and

the inference is plainly given that this enterprise is
one of the prominent factors or causes of this con-
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flict between the nations. It is worth while to give
this project careful study. Dr. Jastrow, Jr., who has’

~devoted years to archzological work in Asiatic Turkey,

has published an excellent book entitled, “ The War and
the Bagdad Railway.” In his preface he says:
‘“The purpose of this volume is to elucidate an

© Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.
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aspect of the war which . . . was the most sigmmneant
single factor contributing to the outbreak of the long-
foreseen war in 1914, and will form one of the most
momentous problems when the time for the peace

‘negotxatlons arrives. Ever since the announcement

was made towards the close of the year 1899 that the

. Turkish government had conceded to a German syn-
dicate the privilege of building a railway to connect

Constantinople with Bagdad through a transverse route

'
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across Asia Minor, the Bagdad Railway has been the
core of the Eastern Question.”

In the body of the volume (page 28) we read:

“In our own days we are witnessing what prom-
ised to be the reopening of the old historic highway
__the bridge uniting Europe to Asia—to Western
_control, through the project of a great railway stretch-

" ing along a distance of nearly 2,000 miles from a point
opposite Constantinople to Bagdad, and thence to Basra
and to the Persian Gulf. That project, which was
well under way at the time of the outbreak of @he
war, is thus marked through its historical background
as one of the most momentous enterprises of our age
__more momentous because of the issue involved than
the opening up of the two other world highways, the
Suez and Panama Canals.

A Symptom of the Dissolution of the Turkish Empire

“The creation of a railway from Constantinople
to Bagdad under European control is at once a symp-
tom of the dissolution of the Turkish Empire.”

“The railway has been a nightmare resting heavily
on all Europe for eighteen years — ever since the an-
nouncement in 1899 of the concession granted to the
Anatolian Railway Company. No step ever taken by
any European power anywhere has caused so much
trouble, given rise to so many complications, and has
been such a constant menace to the peace of the world.
No European statesman to whom the destinies of his
country have been committed has rested easily in the
presence of this specter of the twentieth century. In
_the last analysis the Bagdad Railway will be found
to be the largest single contributing factor in bring-
ing on the war, because through it more than through
any other cause, the mutual distrust among European
powers has been nurtured, until the entire atmosphere
‘of international diplomacy became vitiated. The ex-
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planation for this remarkable phenomenon, transform-
ing what appeared on the surface to be a magnificent
commercial enterprise, with untold possibilities for use-
fulness, into a veritable curse, an excrescence on the
body politic of Europe, is to be sought in the history
of the highway through which the railway passes.
The control of this highway is the key to the East
— the Near East and the Farther East as well. Such
has been its réle in the past — such is its significance
today.”— Id,, pp. 114, 115.

Obstacles to Peace

© Keystone View Co.
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; The Greatest Single Factor .
 Summarizing these remarkable statements, we have
the following: ; o
L. The Bagdad Railway project was “the most sig-
nificant single factor contributing to the outbreak of

the long-foreseen war in 1914.” ,
2. It will form “one of the most momentous prob-

- lems when the time for the peace negotiations arrives.”.
3. From its inception it “has been the core of the
Eastern Question.” :
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4. It has been “a nightmare resting heavily on all
Europe for eighteen years.” ,
5. “No step ever taken by any European power
anywhere has caused so much trouble, given rise to
- 80 many complications, and has been such a constant

. menace to the peace of the world.”

6. It has been “a veritable curse, an excrescence
on the body. politic of Europe.”

7. “The control of this highway is the key to the
East — the Near East and the Farther East as well”

The Life-Cord of Nations Threatened

Why the storm-center of this world war should be
in Asiatic Turkey; why the control of the Mediterra-
nean Sea should lead to such a war; and why the

“'Bagdad Railway project should be such a significant

factor in precipitating this mighty struggle of the
nations, is foreibly presented by Frederic C. Howe
in his book, “Why War.,” His statement is worthy
of most careful study:

“The nations whose interests are most in conflict

~are Great Britain, Germany, and Russia. The economic

clash is primarily between Germany and Great Britain.

 And the interests of these two countries seem irrecon-

 cilable. They go to the very heart of their position

~ and power. They are deep rooted in the commercial
and financial life of these nations. . . .

“ The Mediterranean is in effect a British sea, com-

manded at Gibraltar and Egypt by England’s posses-

sion of these two strategic points. The building of the

' ~ Bagdad Railway is a menace to this control as well as

the shipping and overseas trade of the British Empire.

_ This new rail route threatens not only the life-cord of
_ the British Empire; it strikes at the underpinning of

 the entire British financial world [italics ours].”—“ Why
War,” p. 334.
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“A similar impasse exists between Russia and
whichever power controls Constantinople and the Bos-
porus. The industrial life of Russia is dependent on
the marketing of her surplus wheat. Her wheat ex-
ports pay the interest on her debt. They finance her
imports.- Her only open outlet is fo the arctic seas,
where her ports are closed for a part of the year.

Y

© International Film Service, Inc., N. Y.
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“Russia like Germany has dreams of empire to
the south. They come into conflict with Great Britain
in Persia and with Turkey at Constantinople. Here
again is another seemingly irreconcilable warfare of
interest which a solution of the conflicts of the finan-
ciers does not remove, :

“ And these conflicts of Germany, England, and Rus-
sia are all so identified with the life |italics ours] of
these countries that any concession by either power in-
volves the abandonment of imperial pretensions as well
as industrial and commercial advantages. Claims aris-
ing over these conflicts are not justiciable. They cannof
be submitted to Hague tribunals.
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“ These conflicts about the Mediterranean are among
the most difficult problems which the war presents.
It would seem that they will only be settled by oceu-
pation and force. They may delay the duration of the
war far longer than would the purely European ques-

tions. For only exhaustion will induce Germany to
_abandon the contest for which she has so long been

: © Intern
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preparing, while Great Britain and Russia can only

- permit German supremacy in Turkey and Asia Minor

as an admission of the beginning of the end of empire

‘or the final defeat of the ambitions of centuries.”—
. Id., pp. 336, 337. ‘

A Summary of Causes

In the following brief statements are set forth the
greatest causes of the war, and the greatest obstacles

. to peace, as Mr. Howe sees them:

1.-The vital interests of these warring nations aré
at stake. These interests are identified with the life

4

~ and ambitions of these nations, “They go to the very
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heart of their position and power.” They seem to
them essential to their existence.

2. These interests are in violent conflict. They cross
at vital points. The ambitions of the Central Powers
threaten the “life-cord,” the “ underpinning,” the pur-
poses and long-recognized rights, of the allied nations.
The triumph of one group of interests means the de-
struction of the other group of interests.

3. These interests seem irreconcilable. They are “so
identified with the life of these countries ” that any con-
cession by either power involves the abandonment of
_hopes and ambitions as well as industrial and commer-
cial advantages. “ Claims arising over these conflicts
_ are not justiciable.”

4, These interests have taken root and grown up
through years of emigration, territorial expansion, and
_industrial and commercial development. They are the

warp and woof of the ambitions and policies of these
nations. They have been established by the ablest di-
plomacy and statesmanship these nations could pro-
duce, and they are interwoven with the treaties and
alliances of centuries,

Grave Questions Involved

Are these statements true? If so, they involve ques-
tions of the gravest possible character. What prize can
be offered to Great Britain that will tempt her to sur-
render to an enemy vital parts of her long and legiti-
mately held territory? There is nothing to offer Eng-
land that is as great to her as her empire, her life.

And what will induce Germany to abandon her
ambitions to seize these possessions and build for her-
- gelf a world-dominating empire?

All that is here said of Great Britain and Germany
is equally true of the Russian people. In case Russia

© Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.
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- should be reconstructed, what could the powers offer

- that would induce her to surrender her century-old
claim to the free passage of the Dardanelles and the
- Mediterranean to the open sea and the markets of the
world?

From the standpoint of national life and freedom,
it surely seems that the only way these vital, conflicting
interests can be adjudicated is by the sword. That is
unquestionably the conviction of the nations at war.
For that reason little, if any, approach to peace has
yet been made by any of the terms that have been
proposed.

Is there, then, to be no peace for'the world? Or
may we reasonably look for deliverance? What is the
truth, the absolute reliable truth, concerning this great,
increasingly serious situation?
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VAIN EFFORTS FOR PEACE

“It is true peace the world now wants. Of false peace
we have had bitier trial. ‘Armed peace’ is an inner conira-
diction. * Peace through preparation for war’ is psycho-
logical stupidity. Peace through the spirit of peace, and
through preparation for peace, is the only truth and the oniy
wisdom, whether in individuals or nations. If the world is
not learning this now, we almost despair of the human race.
. . . A righteous, merciful peace must come to Europe, or
it will not be enduring. The peace of humiliating conquest
can breed only new war.”— E. Ellsworth Shumaker,
Ph. D., in ** The World Crisis and the Way fo Peace,”
pp. 139, b,

THE PEACE PALACE AT THE HAGUE

THE world wants true peace, and is struggling to
that end. “ Our best thoughts,” says one, “are directed
toward that peace we climb so painfully to reach. . . .
A stable peace between the great nations has been
the hope of the ablest and best men for generations.

55
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y 'ey have urged many plans. And obviously, up to
he present moment, all their plans have failed. War
8 a knot that has defied all fingers.”

Peace Societies
. Organizations for the establishment and mainte-
nance of peace have been formed in all the great nations
he world. A half dozen or more of these are in-
ternational, such as the International Bureau of Peace,
Conference of Societies of Allied Natlons, the
of International Associations, ete.

. the United States there are the World Peace
oundation, the League to Enforce Peace, the American
00l Peace League, the Women’s Peace Society, the
cialist Party of Peace, and many other smaller and

8 influential organizations.
Great Britain has her National Peace Council, her
bian Society, and her Women’s Movement for Con-
itructive Peace; Australia has her Peace Alliance;
e her General Confederation of Labor; Switzer-
her Swiss Committee for the Study of Principles
urable Peace; Germany her German Socialists’ So-
“and Holland her Dutch Anti-War Council.

* Prattled on the Edge of a Volcano”
- One of these large, influential peace societies was
ession in Europe when the war of 1914 broke upon
the world so suddenly. In an hour their philosophy
Was torn to shreds. Here is a statement of the case

“We began our sessions early in July, and for a

th offered free advice to Europe on the subject of

ar’s futility. At the end of the month Europe
dlunged into the greatest war of all history.

Our peace conference came to an abrupt end.

some of us felt very much chastened in spirit. For

ing  that idyllic month when we prattled on the
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edge of a volcano, our discussions frequently turned

on the ‘impossibility’ of a general European war,
We pointed out that modern methods of transportation
and communication had knit the world into one vast
community; that modern inventions in the instruments
of destruction had made its losses too appalling to
be faced; and that the interlacings of commerce and
finance were so complex that the nations could not

© Boston Photo News Co.
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afford to sever them. A great war, a world war, was
absurd. Tt was unthinkable. It was impossible. And
in this view we were merely voicing again what
had been asserted in peace circles for a number of
years | . |

Hope Vitiates Judgment

“ Here is an instance where pacifists allowed their

hope to vitiate their judgment. They proclaimed their

ability to gauge contemporary history, and they made a
total miscalculation. The impossible war came. Arma-
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_geddon confounded the prophets. The war took most

- of us in America by surprise. . . . Many of us held a
comfortable philosophy of social evolution — something
%o the effect that mankind was moving from a past state

of predatory struggle, through a present state of com-

" mercial rivalry, to a future state of world co-operation,

“Then a preposterous thing happened.”’—* The Pos-

' '_s‘ible Peace,” by Roland Hugins, pp. 3-6.

© Keystone View Co.
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Peace Leagues Not of Modern Origin

Peace societies are not altogether of modern origin.
Similar organizations were formed centuries ago. ° *:I‘he
Peace of Westphalia,” drawn up in 1648 by the nations

_ that had been exhausted by the Thirty Years’ War,

made a bold stand for a lasting peace. Article I of

the Osnabriick document declares: “ There shall be a
 Christian, universal, and perpetual peace and a r'eal
 and sincere friendship between ” the nations. entering
into the treaty. But devastating wars continued.

doentist Research




“SAVE THE GUNS”»
A Sensational Incident on the Britich Front in the Fighting near Cambrai

Underwood & Underwood, N. Y.

©

Digitized by the Center fo

Vain Efforts for Peace 61

Nearly two centuries later, nine days before the

‘battle of Waterloo, the Congress of Vienna concluded

a treaty, the sixty-third article of which reads: “ The
confederated states engage in the same manner not

‘to make war against each other, on any pretext, nor

to pursue their differences by force of arms, but to
Submit them to the diet, which will attempt a media-
tion by means of a commission. If this should not

’ ,«su‘cceed, and a juridical sentence becomes necessary,
~ recourse shall be had to a well-organized Austregal

(Austrigalinstanz) Court, to the decisions of which the

 contending parties are to submit without any appeal.”

—“The Map of Europe by Treaty,” by Edward Herts-

. C. B, Vol. I, p. 248,

~ This treaty was drawn up and agreed to by the
kmgs of Austria, Russia, Prussia, and Denmark, and

by such world-famed diplomats as Talleyrand, Met-
- ternich, Castlereagh, von Humboldt, and von Nessel-
_rode. This congress concluded its work the ninth day

of June, 1815, and these illustrious sovereigns and

*‘sta;tesmen returned to their several kingdoms to con-
tinue fighting as nations have always fought, and as
‘they are still fighting today. How strange, how sad,

how humiliating it is that the efforts of the thousands
of noble men and women who have given their best
and highest endeavors to prevent war and to promote
peace, have met with so little success!

 “If Europe could exhibit so broad and liberal a
tatesmanship a century ago, why should not the in-
tervening century, so full of progress in all the other
_essentials of civilization, have produced a statesman-
ship that would have bound the nations of Europe,
through their mutual interests, so closely together that

L the war of 1914 would not have been possible? This’

estion may be pondered long, but in vain. The guns
- of 1914, 1915, 1916 have given a frightful demonstra-
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tion that statesmanship and diplomacy were impotent
in 1914. That impotence was a result of separate and
gelfish national development.”—“A Conclusive Peace,”
by Charles Fremont Taylor, pp. 36, 37.

. Conflicting Peace Terms
~ One of the great difficulties in maintaining peace

among the nations is that they want peace on terms

upon which they cannot agree—terms that will se-
cure some of the nations, at least, the advantages which

‘other nations cannot grant.

_ “(Germany wants a ‘lasting peace,’” says the Reichs-
tag; France, a ‘ beneficent peace,” says Poincaré; Brit-
ain, a ‘peace that will secure . .. liberty and inde-
pendence, unthreatened by militarism,” and that ‘will
redress the cruel wrong done Belgium,” says Sir Ed-

_ ward Grey. Thus they all seek true peace, So they fight

for peace. They will fight, they declare, until true peace
comes.”—*“ The World Crisis and the Way to Peace,’
Pp. 83, 85. '

~ But it will require more than the sword to establish
peace. As Dr. Atkins says: “ Permanent international
peace is possible only through the elimination of the causes
of war. . . . A wholly adequate peace program must
consider the causes of war, suggest the ways in which they
can be eliminated, and above all, seek to commit the na-

tions to their elimination. It goes without saying that
* this is the most massive task to which moralists and

publicists can address themselves.”
‘ No Peace to the Wicked
The real truth of the matter is, ¢ there is no peace

{0 the wicked;” and herein is the secret of the utter

fai