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2a. SNARES OF SATAN 
Habakkuk 2:2-3 to be kept out of view;  

our landmarks, waymarks, guideboard, chart, compass 

1884 Great Controversy, in the Chapter entitled, “Snares of Satan”: 
Innumerable are the erroneous doctrines and fanciful ideas that are obtaining among the churches of Christendom. 

It is impossible to estimate the evil results of removing one of the landmarks fixed by the word of God. Few 

who venture to do this, stop with the rejection of a single truth. The majority continue to set aside one after another 

of its principles, until they become actual infidels. {4SP 348.4}  1884 Great Controversy 

 

Our only safety is in preserving the ancient landmarks. “To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according 

to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” {T31 195.3} 1882 

The old waymarks must be preserved, that we lose not our bearings." {1MR 55.3} {Lt105-1903.4} Dec 25, 1906 

 
How is it that you think yourselves at liberty to cancel the decisions of Jehovah, to remove the ancient 

landmarks, and substitute in place of the true guideboards false waymarks that will lead men to follow the path 

of the first great apostate in place of following Jesus Christ? {ST November 14, 1895, par. 9} 

 

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 16:25. Ignorance 
is no excuse for error or sin, when there is every opportunity to know the will of God. A man is traveling and comes to 
a place where there are several roads and a guideboard indicating where each one leads. If he disregards the 
guideboard, and takes whichever road seems to him to be right, he may be ever so sincere, but will in all 
probability find himself on the wrong road. {GC 597.3} 
 
He has a chart pointing out every waymark on the heavenward journey, and he ought not to guess at anything, 
but to know what is truth. He should search the Scriptures on bended knees; morning, noon, and night, prayer should 
ascend from secret places, and a continual prayer should arise from his heart that God will guide him into all truth. {ST 
July 17, 1884, par. 2} 
 

We want men of solid experience who will anchor minds and not send them adrift without chart or compass. {Lt7-
1891.18} 

“It was the united testimony of Second Advent lecturers and papers, when standing on ‘the original faith,’ that 
the publication of the chart was a fulfillment of Habakkuk 2:2, 3. — 6BIO 255.5. 

 

As early as 1842, the Spirit of God had moved upon Charles Fitch to devise the prophetic chart, which was generally 
regarded by Adventists as a fulfillment of the command given by the prophet Habakkuk, “to write the vision and 
make it plain upon tables. “No one, however, then saw the tarrying time, which was brought to view in the same 
prophecy. After the disappointment, the full meaning of this scripture became apparent. Thus speaks the prophet: 
“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an 
appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, 
it will not tarry.” [Habakkuk 2:2, 3.] {4SP 241.2} 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see 

what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved 

[argued with].   

And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make [it] plain 

upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.   

For the vision [is] yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and 

not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not 

tarry.   

Behold, his soul [which] is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live 

by his faith.  Habakkuk 2:1-4 
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Let us ever hold in remembrance the cheering message, “The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the 

end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.... The just 

shall live by his faith.” Habakkuk 2:3, 4. {RH July 15, 1915, par. 3} 

This was not Habakkuk’s only experience in the exercise of strong faith. On one occasion, when meditating concerning 

the future, he said, “I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will 

say unto me.” Graciously the Lord answered him: “Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 

run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though 

it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright 

in him: but the just shall live by his faith.” Habakkuk 2:1-4. {RH July 8, 1915, par. 12} italicized in the original 

 

Interesting to note that in the 1884 Great Controversy, in the Chapter entitled, “Snares 

of Satan”, Sister White exposes our adversary’s plot of deceptions to keep mankind in 

darkness. And one way he does this is through rejecting the truths on Habakkuk’s tables 

(1843 & 1850 charts)! She quotes Habakkuk 2:2, 3!: 
 

Says the great deceiver: “I will have upon the ground, as my agents, men holding false doctrines mingled with 
just enough truth to deceive souls. I will also have unbelieving ones present, who will express doubts in regard 
to the Lord’s messages of warning to his church. Should the people read and believe these admonitions, we could 
have little hope of overcoming them. But if we can divert their attention from these warnings, they will remain ignorant 
of our power and cunning, and we shall secure them in our ranks at last. God will not permit his words to be slighted 
with impunity. If we can keep souls deceived for a time, God’s mercy will be withdrawn, and he will give them up to our 
full control. {4SP 340.2} 
In order to sustain erroneous doctrines or unchristian practices, they seize upon passages of Scripture separated from 
the context, perhaps quoting half of a single verse as proving their point, when the remaining portion would show the 
meaning to be quite the opposite. With the cunning of the serpent, they entrench themselves behind disconnected 
utterances construed to suit their carnal desires. Thus do many willfully pervert the word of God. Others, who have an 
active imagination, seize upon the figures and symbols of Holy Writ, interpret to suit their fancy, with little regard 
to the testimony of Scripture as its own interpreter, and then they present their vagaries as the teachings of God’s 
word. {4SP 343.3}                   Sister White connects the visions of Daniel, John and Habakkuk: 
The Bible was designed to be a guide to all who wish to become acquainted with the will of their Maker. God gave to 

men the sure word of prophecy; angels and even Christ himself came to make known to Daniel and John the 

things that must shortly come to pass. Those important matters that concern our salvation were not left 

involved in mystery. They were not revealed in such a way as to perplex and mislead the honest seeker after 

truth. Said the Lord by the prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run 

that readeth it.” [Habakkuk 2:2, 3.] The word of God is plain to all who study it with a prayerful heart. Every truly 

honest soul will come to the light of truth. “Light is sown for the righteous.” [Psalm 97:11.] No church can advance in 

holiness unless its members are earnestly seeking for truth as for hid treasure. {4SP 344.2}  1884 GC 

I saw that the angels’ messages made plain, would have effect. I saw that the old chart was directed by the Lord, 

and that not a peg of it should be altered without inspiration. I saw that the figures [1843] on the chart were as 

God wanted them, and that His hand was over and hid a mistake [calculation] in some of the figures [2520 & 

2300 yr prophecies] so that none could see it until His hand was removed. {Ms15-1850.4}   

 [they recalculated the 2520 & 2300 yr prophecies to terminate in 1844 rather than 1843 and this correction was 

reflected on the 1850 chart] 

So figures are represented by the numerical dates/ calculations of the prophecies (on the 

charts), including the calculation of the fifth and sixth trumpets (150 yr & 391 yr 15 days), 

which leads us to the time of the seventh trumpet. Satan’s agents will try to change or 

deny these prophetic calculations as accurate! 

Those temptations are most dangerous which come from the professed servants of God, and from our friends. 

When persons who are uniting with the world, yet claiming great piety and love, counsel the faithful workers 
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for God to be less zealous and more conservative, our answer must be an appeal to the word of God. When 

they plead for union with those who have been our determined opposers, we should fear and shun them as 

decidedly as did Nehemiah. Those who would lead away from the old landmarks to form a connection with the 

ungodly, cannot be sent of Heaven. Whatever may have been their former position, their present course tends to 

unsettle the faith of God’s people. {ST January 3, 1884, par. 14} 
 

In 1884 Great Controversy, in the Chapter entitled, “Snares of Satan” she discloses Satan’s 

deceptions in leading us to reject Bible truth then she quotes Habakkuk 2 and connects 

the visions of Daniel, John and Habakkuk: 

 

The Bible was designed to be a guide to all who wish to become acquainted with the will of their Maker. God gave to 

men the sure word of prophecy; angels and even Christ himself came to make known to Daniel and John the 

things that must shortly come to pass. Those important matters that concern our salvation were not left 

involved in mystery. They were not revealed in such a way as to perplex and mislead the honest seeker after 

truth. Said the Lord by the prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run 

that readeth it.” [Habakkuk 2:2, 3.] {4SP 344.2}  1884 GC 
 

Habakkuk spoke regarding the future: 

 

This was not Habakkuk’s only experience in the exercise of strong faith. On one occasion, when meditating concerning 

the future, he said, “I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will 

say unto me.” Graciously the Lord answered him: “Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 

run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though 

it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright 

in him: but the just shall live by his faith.” Habakkuk 2:1-4. {RH July 8, 1915, par. 12} italics in original 

 

Daniel spoke in regard to the vision of the last days which are depicted on the 1843 and 

1850 charts. The 7 trumpets reveal God’s purpose in the history of nations; the revelation 

of things to come. 

 

Honored by men with the responsibilities of state and with the secrets of kingdoms bearing universal sway, Daniel was 
honored by God as His ambassador, and was given many revelations of the mysteries of ages to come. His 
wonderful prophecies, as recorded by him in chapters 7 to 12 of the book bearing his name, were not fully understood 
even by the prophet himself; but before his life labors closed, he was given the blessed assurance that “at the end of 
the days”—in the closing period of this world’s history—he would again be permitted to stand in his lot and 
place. It was not given him to understand all that God had revealed of the divine purpose. “Shut up the words, and 
seal the book,” he was directed concerning his prophetic writings; these were to be sealed “even to the time of the 
end.” “Go thy way, Daniel,” the angel once more directed the faithful messenger of Jehovah; “for the words are closed 
up and sealed till the the time of the end.... Go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy 
lot at the end of the days.” Daniel 12:4, 9, 13. {PK 547.1} 
As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies recorded by Daniel demand our special attention, 
as they relate to the very time in which we are living. With them should be linked the teachings of the last book of 
the New Testament Scriptures. Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of the writings of 
Daniel and of John the revelator cannot be understood. But the promise is plain that special blessing will 
accompany the study of these prophecies. “The wise shall understand” (verse 10), was spoken of the visions of 
Daniel that were to be unsealed in the latter days; and of the revelation that Christ gave to His servant John for the 
guidance of God’s people all through the centuries, the promise is, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.” Revelation 1:3. {PK 547.2} 
From the rise and fall of nations as made plain in the books of Daniel and the Revelation, we need to learn how 
worthless is mere outward and worldly glory. Babylon, with all its power and magnificence, the like of which our 
world has never since beheld,—power and magnificence which to the people of that day seemed so stable and 
enduring,—how completely has it passed away! As “the flower of the grass,” it has perished. James 1:10. So perished 
the Medo-Persian kingdom, and the kingdoms of Grecia and Rome. And so perishes all that has not God for its 
foundation. Only that which is bound up with His purpose, and expresses His character, can endure. His principles are 
the only steadfast things our world knows. {PK 548.1} 
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A careful study of the working out of God’s purpose in the history of nations and in the revelation of things to 
come, will help us to estimate at their true value things seen and things unseen, and to learn what is the true 
aim of life. Thus, viewing the things of time in the light of eternity, we may, like Daniel and his fellows, live for that 
which is true and noble and enduring. And learning in this life the principles of the kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour, that blessed kingdom which is to endure for ever and ever, we may be prepared at His coming to enter 
with Him into its possession. {PK 548.2}          
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